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TI ME

I wish to thank the organi sers, the Asean Institute,

for inviting ny wife and I, to this Third Asean Achi evenent
Award tonight. To the winners, ny heartiest congratul ations
to you. Your success tonight is a recognition of your
contributions to your community specifically, and the region
generally. The initiative to honour outstandi ng individuals
fromthe various disciplines, including nedicine,
architecture, Research and Devel opment and education, is

i ndeed commendabl e.

2. | understand that the Asean Institute is one of the

| argest regional private business organisations, dedicated
to boosting Asean trade in addition to enhancing the
cohesi veness of the Asean conmunity.

3. W in Asean have enjoyed not only peace and stability
but have al so witnessed an era of strong econom ¢ growh

t hroughout the region. G ven these trends the next century
could well go down in history as the gol den age of ASEAN
However, for this to happen we nust nake concerted efforts
to address a nunber of problens confronting us in the
advancenent of Asean as a strong and cohesive grouping.

4. Wile it is true that the econom c performance of the

i ndi vi dual Asean countries has been conmendabl e many

probl enms remai n unresol ved. Pockets of poverty are found in
many ASEAN countries and positive actions nmust be taken to
redress the inbal ances between the haves and the nmany
have-nots. In addition, nore attention should be given to

i mproving health care, and to raising the educationa
standards of our peoples. Wthout good health and education
progress becones difficult.

5. In fact the prem um placed on good education coul d not
be over-enphasi sed. W nust continue to invest in education
in a world where new know edge grows by geonetrica
progression. There is less need to go abroad now as our

| ocal educational institutions are nore credible and they
provide a wi der range of courses to choose from ASEAN
countries should open up their educational institutions to
each ot her.



6. ASEAN s success seens to draw sone unwel cone attention
Efforts are being nade to slow down its devel opnment through
the inmposition of foreign standards. ASEAN countries nust
stand together if they are going to counter this unhealthy
nove.

7. To build a cohesive ASEAN conmunity, we need not focus
on political or mlitary alliances. Trade and cultural ties
can be just as effective in fostering greater ASEAN
solidarity. We should therefore work towards becom ng
econom cal ly and technologically a single community, i.e.
sharing our expertise, experiences and thoughts so that the
benefits could be shared between us.

8. The maki ng of an ASEAN community is a matter which nust
receive nore attention. Towards this end a variety of
programes, both social and educational, should be devel oped
to forge closer ties between our countries. This is

especi ally inportant anong the youth of ASEAN, the people
who will carry on the tradition and give substance to the
ASEAN spirit. More exchange progranmes between young peopl e
shoul d be encouraged as this will provide themwith a better
i nsight into each other's way of life.

9. In this context, | aminpressed by the Asean Busi ness
Forum whi ch was created specifically as a private sector
initiative and that for the past three years it has been
able to generate hundreds of mllions of dollars as a result
of new joint-ventures between its nmenbers. This has
definitely boosted intra-ASEAN trade.

10. | amalso pleased to note that there are nore than 40
Mal aysi an conpani es which are nmenbers of this Forum As the
private sector will always be the engine of growth it is

i nperative that it continually initiates ideas, innovations
and approaches which can be conmercially devel oped for the
mut ual benefit of entrepreneurs and consuners in the Asean
regi on.

11. CGovernnents can provide the necessary political

security and infrastructure framework but at the end of the
day it is the businessnen who have to exploit the comerci al
opportunities that abound in this region

12. | find it refreshing to note that the Forum despite
the strong enphasi s on business activities, has included

out standi ng pre-university students at each of its annua
banquets. These are but sone of the strategies that nust be
foll owed through to ensure the success of our programe to
train the young.

13. | find this exercise to honour individuals fromthe
various disciplines a noble undertaking. That there is a
group within ASEAN who are concerned with the young and who
bel i eves that students who excel in their respective

di sci pline should be given regional and internationa
recognition is indeed commendabl e. To provide notivation
for the young to excel is one way to encourage



pr of esi onal i sm

14. O all our resources, our greatest asset is said to be
our people. But if people are to be assets for nations they
must have skills, good val ues and a sense of responsibility.
No nation can do well if the people are ill-educated and
ill-trained and given to all kinds of disruptive activities.
The devel opnent of a culture that is conpatible with growth
and devel oprment nust be regarded as a priority for all ASEAN
countri es.

15. Qur Asian val ues have been our strength and we shoul d
take all possible nmeasures to ensure that these values are
deeply ingrained in our society for generations to cone.
Wthout this strong sense of conmtnment to the comunity,
famly and nation, our efforts to catch up with the

devel oped nation will end in failure.

16. W nust relentlessly help to upgrade the well-being of
our famly, our comunity and our country. Collectively it
will help to realise the ASEAN dream of a prosperous and
peaceful South East Asia.

Thank you.
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