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TI ME

Your Excellency M. Khantay Siphandone
and Madanme Thongvanh Si phandone;

Di sti ngui shed CGuests;

Ladi es and GCentl enen,

It is a great honour for ny wife and I to have been

invited to visit your beautiful country. W feel privileged
to be here at a time when the Lao people are stil

celebrating the Lao New Year. Please allow ne then, on this
auspi ci ous occasion, to wi sh Your Excellency and Madam
Thongvanh as well as the Governnment and people of the Lao
Peopl e's Denocratic Republic a very happy and prosperous New
Year .

2. 1 would also like to take this opportunity to express
nmy appreciation to your Excellency and your Government for
the warmreception, hospitality and excell ent arrangenents
accorded to ne and ny del egation. W are touched by the
warnth and friendliness of your people. Qur stay, although
brief, would surely be a nost nenorabl e one.

3. | still recall Your Excellency's visit to Malaysia in
Decenmber 1992 during which we exchanged views on vari ous
i ssues of nutual interest. | enphasised then that your

visit would synbolise the beginning of a newera in
bilateral relations between Ml aysia and Laos. Qur
bilateral relations indeed have been enhanced consi derably
since then. There is now better understandi ng between us.
There is obviously a nmutual need to pronote cooperation in
various fields. It is with this objective in nmnd that I
have accepted your invitation to visit this country to
continue the dial ogue we had begun. | welcone this
opportunity to engage in further discussions and to exchange
views with Your Excellency. | amvery encouraged by the

out come of our neeting earlier today which provides further
i npetus for enhancing bilateral relations between Ml aysi a
and Laos.

Your Excel |l ency,

4. This visit is, for ne, a very significant one. This is
my first visit to Laos. Indeed, this is the first visit



ever by a Malaysian Prime Mnister to this enchanting
country. | have included in ny delegation Mnisters, senior
officials and | eading figures fromthe Ml aysi an private
sector. It is ny hope that they will all have the
opportunity to | earn nore about your country and to get to
know Laotians as part of our conmon effort to create better
under st andi ng between the peoples of the two countries.

5. This afternoon, we reviewed the status of our bilatera
rel ations. W also had a useful exchange of views on

regi onal and international issues. W agreed that nore

could be done to strengthen our friendship and cooperation
Today, we wi tnessed the signing of the Bilateral Paynents
Arrangenment Agreenent (BPA) between the two central banks.
This is another inportant mlestone in the devel opnent of
econom c relations and the pronotion of trade between our
two countries. The BPA has proven to be a successfu
mechani sm for increasing trade anong devel opi ng countries.

I am confident that the BPA, together with the Investnent
Guar ant ee Agreenent already signed in 1992, would contribute
much to our economc relations. Ml aysian conpanies are

al so confident of the econom c policies being pursued by the
Government of your country. This is reflected in the

busi ness arrangenments between Ml aysi an busi nessnmen and
their Laotian counterparts.

Your Excel |l ency,

6. Consistent with our conmon desire to work together
closely within the context of regional and Sout h- Sout h
Cooperation, Malaysia will continue to support and assi st
Laos in its devel opment efforts. A prosperous Laos neans a
prosperous Sout heast Asia. And a prosperous Sout heast Asia
is an inportant prerequisite to peace and stability in the
regi on.

7. This afternoon, | had the opportunity to visit the
Friendship Bridge. Mre than a magnificent structure, it
synbol i ses friendship and cooperation between our two
countries. The bridge represents not only an avenue for
communi cati on and conmerce between Laos and Thail and, but
also a vital link between different parts of Southeast Asia.
The bridge could be the precursor to nore vital |inkages
that will bring countries in the region nuch closer in a web
of interlocking trade and economic relations and ot her
activities.

8. | foresee that with the opening of the Friendship
Bridge, the recent conpletion of the North-South H ghway in
Mal aysi a, the building of a second |inkage between Ml aysi a
and Si ngapore, the inprovenment of highways in Thail and and
the future construction of major road networks in Laos,
Canbodi a and Vi etnam there would be an increased flow of
goods and peopl e anong the countries concer ned.

Your Excel |l ency,



9. Laos is now an observer in ASEAN. | believe Laos has

gai ned better insights into ASEAN s organisation and
structure, and the ASEAN way of doing things. The path is
now clear for Laos to participate in ASEAN progranmes

i nvol vi ng cooperation in various fields. Mlaysia would

nmost warmy wel come Laos when it decides to eventual ly
become a nmenber of ASEAN. | would again reiterate that
ASEAN woul d be strengthened by the menbership of all the ten
countries of Southeast Asia.

10. Mal aysia and Laos al so share a deep commitnent towards
the pursuit of international peace and security. Malaysia
feels strongly that serious efforts should be made to ensure
the continued stability of the East Asian region. As such

it is inportant that all countries cooperate fully to ensure
prosperity and progress for the peoples of this region



	THE OFFICIAL DINNER HOSTED BY HIS EXCELLENCY KHAMTAY SIPHAND ONE PRIME MINISTER OF THE LAO PEOPLE (10/03/1994)

