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TI ME

I am honoured and delighted to have this opportunity to
be with you on this auspicious occasion. The opening of
Kol ej Ant arabangsa is both apt and tinmely as Mal aysi a
aspires towards beconming a centre of education in the
regi on.

2. Never before has the history of education in Ml aysia
been as exciting as in this |ast decade of the 20th century.
W& are witnessing a phase of educational growth that seeks
not only to serve local needs but also to cater to

i nternational demand. What is happening to the education
scene currently mrrors the direction the country is taking.
We have for the past decade or so devel oped and put into
action a strategy to play a nore active role in the

i nternational scene. Be it politics, econonics, conmerce or
culture, we want not only to share our experiences wth
others but also to learn fromthemas well. W believe that
a nation can learn a lot fromother nations. And in this
respect we all have become interdependent.

3. The denmand for education is also increasing as

countries acknow edge that education and human resources
devel opnent are the cornerstones of national devel opnment.
This is in stark contrast with the situation 20 years ago
when nost parents woul d have considered that they had
fulfilled their responsibility for educating their children
if they had reached School Certificate |evel. Even in those
days, the Governnent-funded institutions of higher |earning
were not able to neet the demand and nmany thousands of
youngsters had to go abroad for higher education. This was
not considered to be very serious then because education
overseas in those days was conparatively cheap

4. Al this has changed dramatically over the |ast decade

or so. The countries to which we traditionally send our
students have realised that they could capitalise on the
overwhel m ng demand of a highly profit-notivated industry.
In fact, we know that many a faculty in foreign universities
depend for their survival and devel opnent on the nunber of
foreign students that they are able to attract.

5. For our part, to neet with the increasing demand for
education, the Governnment has plans to build nore
uni versities, nore polytechnics and other training



institutions. However, the Governnent working on its own
will not be able to neet the demand which we anticipate wll
i ncrease manifold as we march towards the Year 2020.
Therefore, the role of the private education sector becones
i mportant. Private education can conpl enent efforts of the
public sector in striving to provide education for our youth
and others. Gven that all sectors are inextricably bound
toget her, the integrated approach perhaps represents the
best strategy to neet the challenge. The concept of

Mal aysi a I ncor porated can be applied to the education
system Both the public and private sectors must work

toget her to devel op an educati on system which can take the
best fromboth worlds. For this, it is essential that the
private sector understands the ains and objectives of the

M ni stry of Education. Bound by a shared vision and m ssion
both sectors can then not only avoid duplication of efforts
and di ssipation of energies but can work coll aboratively
towards a single purpose.

6. It is atruismthat the nore dynam c the pace of

nmoderni sation in a country, the greater will be its need for
new t echnol ogi es. The truth is that the bul k of technol ogy
transfers takes place between devel oped nations and only a
small trickle finds its way to devel opi ng nations. This may
be because we have not prepared our people well for the
transfer to be facilitated. One of the objectives of
education is to prepare the potential recipients for the
transfer of technol ogy.

7. In the last two decades, countries in the region have
been busy re-exam ning their respective education systens in
preparation for the dawn of the 21st century. Refornms have
been instituted on alnost all fronts of the education
enterprise and the push for science and technol ogy has

i nevitably shaped the face of many education systens.
Ref or ms have been drastic particularly in termnms of

curricul umand content which have affected not only
education at the tertiary level but also at the primary and
secondary | evels of schooling.

8. The proliferation of private education institutions in
the country can cater not only to |l ocal needs but also to
forei gn demand. However, a word of caution at this point
may be appropriate. W do not advocate the provision of a
snorgasboard of courses of study regardl ess of whether or
not they can contribute to the aspirations of the nation

We have to firmy keep in mnd that Vision 2020 seeks to
create a society based on science and technology. In this
respect therefore, there is a need to be selective in the
courses that are offered by educational institutions. There
is too often a tenptation to offer popular courses in order
to attract students. Already the CGovernnent-funded
institutions are able to supply nore than the country's
needs in the Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences. It would
be worthwhile for private education institutions to seek
areas that have not been explored. Such areas shoul d

i ncl ude aeronautics, materials and their properties,



producti on technol ogy, conputer-aided design, nachining and
manuf acturing. The provision of such courses will go a |ong
way towards enabling Mal aysia to carve a niche in the

hi ghly conpetitive education pindustry. Besides they are
rel evant to the Mal aysian industrialisation programme.

9. At this nmoment, we are poised to make Mal aysia the
region's centre of education. Various strategies are being
proposed to make for a snmooth passage. For exanple,
proposal s touching on anendnents with regard to higher
education are being studied to allow for the setting up of
branch canmpuses of reputed foreign universities in the
country. Regul ations regarding entry and visa requirenents
for foreign students are also being sinplified. A Nationa
Accreditations Board is al so being set up to ensure that the
credentials of institutions have international acceptance
and recognition in other countries. Al in all, what

Mal aysi a should be offering is quality education at reduced
cost.

10. In this respect, the setting up of the Kol gj

Ant ar abangsa narks a nilestone in the history of education
in the country. We hope that our push to nmaintain high
standards and ensure quality education will be constantly
subscribed to by the centre. W nust be rigorous with
regard to standards if we are to maintain the reputation of
bei ng providers of quality education. Qur credibility nust
not be undermined. W are aware that if we are not
sufficiently vigilant, there is the tenptation that in the
pursuit of quick profits, dubious arrangenents wll be
resorted to and certificate mlls will be set up. The
behavi our of a few can undermine the credibility of the
whol e nati on. The whol e education industry will be brought
into disrepute with subsequent | oss to everyone. Let ne
warn everyone that the governnent will conme down hard on

t hose who conprom se standards in the pursuit of quick
profits.

11. Hitherto, education has been the mmjor preserve of
governments. But now in this fast-changing world, the
efforts of the government nmust be conpl emented by the
private sector. The major thrust of educational policy in
Mal aysia is to prepare our young people for jobs in a nodern
i ndustrial society. W require skilled workers, artisans,
craftsnen, commercial workers, technicians and skilled
managers as the working base of our popul ation. W expect
school s, vocational institutes and private education
establ i shnents to produce themin sufficient nunbers. In
addition, we still require increasing nunbers of engineers,
doctors, dentists, econom sts and accountants.

12. Education nust be total. If a qualified personis to

be productive he nmust have the necessary ethics. He nust
know his responsibility to hinmself, to the community and to
the nation. He nmust know that his skill can only earn him
an incone if the society in which he lives and work is
stabl e and prosperous. Since he benefits fromsociety he



nmust al so contribute towards the well-being of that society.
It is only when he understands the role he plays and its

rel evance to society that he can contribute fully to his
work -- he can acquire the necessary work ethics and be

maxi mal | y productive.

13. Presently schools and ot her educational institutions
pay little attention to inparting the right noral and
ethical values. As a result our society is |ess productive.
It is tine that this aspect of education be made a mgj or
target of all institutions.

14. Kol ej Antarabangsa faces the chall enge of being able to
devel op programes and course content that are current to
and in line with the direction of industrial devel opment in
Mal aysia. It is no easy task, but | believe that with the
contribution of its personnel and its various partners,
Kol ej Ant arabangsa will be able to achieve the required

obj ecti ves.

15. On that note, it is with pleasure that | declare open
Kol ej Ant arabangsa and wi sh the managenent, staff and
students every success in their endeavour
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