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TI ME

May | first of all thank you, M. Vice

President, for your warmwords of welcone to nmy wife
and | and menbers of ny del egation. We are indeed
delighted to have the opportunity to visit your
beautiful country. Some sixteen nonths ago, | was here
for a very brief period, at a tine when your country
was in the mdst of a great historic change. As with
many other friends of South Africa, we are gratified
that South Africans have finally put an end to the

bl i ght of apartheid and that this great country is
nmovi ng towards building a new united, non-racial South
Afri ca.

2. Mal aysia and South Africa has had a | ong

associ ation, through historical and cultural ties and
in recent decades, through our active support of your

i beration struggle. These |inks have served to bring
us cl oser together follow ng the establishment of a
denocratic South Africa through free and fair el ections
in April 1994. As with other nations, we are elated at
your return to the international comunity and

readm ssion to the various multilateral organisations
follow ng the dem se of apartheid. It is our belief
that your country could contribute significantly to the
cause of peace, econom c devel opnent, and stability,

not only in the African continent, but in the

i nternational community as a whol e.

3. W note with satisfaction that since the

est abl i shnent of the governnent of national unity,

bi | ateral exchanges between our two countries have been
on the upward trend. In fact, exchanges of visits at
all levels have now devel oped its own nonentum The
energy and nmomentum we have initiated at the governnent
to governnent |levels is being matched by contacts and
cooper ati on between businessnmen fromour two countries.
South Africa today has becone one of the favourite
destinations for Ml aysian investors and tourists. The
vol une of trade between our two countries has seen
significant increase over a period of just two years,
with South Africa emerging as Mal aysia's | argest
trading partner in the African continent. To further



accel erate these econonic interactions between our
private sectors, | have brought along with nme Ml aysian
busi nessmen who are keen to explore investnent and

ot her busi ness opportunities with their South African
counterparts. It is ny hope that their discussions

over the next few days would help to identify areas of
cooperation that would further enhance existing
economi ¢ rel ations between our two countries.

4. Perhaps our best effort yet is through the

proposed cooperation to provide affordabl e housing for
the South African people. Discussions between our two
sides have resulted in a dual track approach, with the
nati onal governnent undertaking a joint feasibility
study on the provision of affordable housing for the
whol e country, and at the provincial level, with the
provi nci al government of Gauteng, agreeing to undertake
a pilot project to construct a thousand units of

af f ordabl e housing by a joint-venture conpany of

Mal aysi an and South African partners.

5. As we nove towards nore intensified exchange

bet ween our two countries, | wish to assure you that
Mal aysi an participation in the South African econony
will take full cognizant of your governnent's
aspirations for affirmative action progranme to help
accel erate the participation of the di sadvant aged
conmmunities in the country's economc activities. W
are aware that your government has enbarked upon a
nobl e and just course through the Reconstruction and
Devel opnent Progranme. W have had a sinilar
programe in Ml aysia which has been relatively
successful and about which we are ready to share our
experi ences.

6. In our ventures overseas, we are notivated by a
desire to achieve a win-win situation. W desire
shared prosperity, to contribute to the devel opnent of
a prosperous new South Africa which will, in turn,
contribute to the continuing growh of the Ml aysian
econony.

7. W are particularly inpressed by your government's
efforts and the initial success in achieving nationa
reconciliation. The magnitude of this challenge can
only be appreciated by another country with a simlar
mul tiracial make-up. Malaysia is one such country, for
it too has a nmultiracial and multicultural population
further polarised by economic disparities. Countries
such as ours are constantly challenged to nmaintain
nati onal consensus-to reconcile the many divergent
thrusts of our multiracial and multicultura

conmuni ties. Fromour own experience we believe that
there nust be peace if there is to be stability. And
there can be no econom c grow h and devel opnent if
there is no peace and stability within the country. In
this context, South Africa is fortunate to have a corps



of dedicated | eaders, |ed by President Mandel a, who
recogni se what peace and stability nmeans to South
Africa. The role that President Mandel a has played in
the past in bringing freedom and denocracy to South
Africa and his present efforts at consolidation wll
ensure that South Africa remains non-racial, united and
a peaceful country.

8. May | once again thank you for your kind
hospitality and for receiving us with such warnth and
friendship. My wife and I ook forward to visiting the
many interesting places that South Africa is renowned
for, and to nmeeting a cross section of your people. W
will certainly take back with us many pl easant nenories
of our visit here to South Africa.
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