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TI ME

I would like to thank the organisers for inviting ne to

wi t ness the signing of The Menorandum of Understandi ng for
t he devel opnent and manuf acture of a range of nationa
nmotorcycles and multiple application small gasoline engines
in Malaysia. | amparticularly pleased to note the
participation of two of Japan's |argest corporations,
Kawasaki Heavy Industries Ltd. and N ssho Iwai Corporation
inthis project. | believe that this collaboration can
bring significant benefits to the venture as Kawasaki, being
| ong established in heavy industries and hi gh technol ogy,
has also a great deal of expertise in notorcycle
manuf act uri ng.

2. Mal aysia has enjoyed uninterrupted economc growh in
the | ast eight years at a rate exceedi ng ei ght per cent per
year. W have encouraged the devel opnent of private sector
expansion, in particular foreign investnments by providing

t he nost ideal environnment through the presence of a

consi stent and transparent |ong range national policy,
coupled with very conpetitive incentives. | am confident
that the expansion of the manufacturing sector will help to
drive and maintain our robust econom c grow h towards
attaining the national objective of turning the country into
a fully devel oped nation by 2020. This objective finds a
parallel in Dr. Onhba's belief that "manufacturing is the
prime driving force for econom c and soci al devel oprent ™.

3. Malaysia's experience in the manufacture of our own

nati onal cars, PROTON and PERODUA, has shown that we have
the necessary ability to acquire the highest technol ogy and
be sufficiently skillful and efficient to be conmpetitive in
the international market. Therefore, it is my fervent hope
that this national notorcycle and small engine project wll
be able to see a much faster transfer of technol ogy from
Kawasaki to its Mal aysian counterparts. | trust our

nati onal notorcycles and small engi nes can be exported
wor | dwi de as early as possible.

4. The current success of PROTON and PERCDUA has enabl ed
the country to provide affordable notoring to a | arge sector
of the popul ation. Al ready Ml aysia has one of the highest



nunbers of notor vehicles per capita in Asia. This vol une
has hel ped to ensure the devel opnent of a whol e network of
conmponents manufacturing with its attendant benefits of
research and devel opnent capability, high skilled |abour
enpl oyment and substantial foreign exchange savings. | am
confident therefore that the devel opnent and manufacture of
our own national notorcycles and small engines will provide
anot her quantumleap in this direction, besides hel ping the
country to achieve a highly notorised popul ation. On the

ot her hand, the small nulti application engi nes can be

wi dely used in the agriculture and construction sectors to
assi st our people to inprove productivity and efficiency
with mnimal capital outlay.

5. Gven the potential of our market, the growth in ASEAN,
East Asia and now, South Asia, | amsure that our nationa
nmot orcycl es and small engines venture will be successful
The acid test for this venture as for other manufacturing
i ndustries, is conpetitiveness in foreign market.

6. On that note, I would like to wi sh Kawasaki Heavy
I ndustries, N ssho Iwai Corporation and DRB every
success in their venture.
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