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TI ME

Let me congratul ate you M. President on your election

to the 50th United Nations General Assenbly. | wi sh you a
successful presidency. Appreciations are al so due to your
di stingui shed predecessor, H's Excellency M. Amara Essy,
who provided the | eadership during the 49th UN Cenera
Assenbl y.

2. This Ceneral Assenbly is neeting am dst hectic

schedul es of events to commenorate the 50th Anniversary of
the United Nations. Sone of us have becone preoccupied with
t hese cel ebrations. W shoul d ask whether these activities
are nerely nmedia events or would they seriously contribute
to a better UN? WIIl the high point of the 50th Anniversary
be reduced to a special conmenorative nmeeting condensed into
a decl aration of good intentions which no one seriously
cares for, or should we resist the tendency to celebrate, to
expand nmillions on galas and parties and to eul ogi se through
rhetorical speeches the anniversary of the United Nations
establishment? After all we cannot even answer the basic
guestions of where we stand and what the UN is, whipping boy
or serious enduring player.

3. Admttedly it is easy to raise questions than to find
answers. But these questions nmust be raised and they
deserve to be answered. On its 50th year the UN system
finds itself under criticismfor being unable to handl e
basic and critical political, econom c and social issues.
Despite earlier hopes of a just world order follow ng upon
the end of the Cold War, what we see is still a UN which
dances to the grating nusic of the major powers in tota

di sregard for the high principles and objectives pl edged at
its formation. W will have to conclude that the narrow
national interest of the fewis still what the UNis al
about. Also the principle which largely nove the nmajor
powers, that what they need for thenselves nmust influence
their dealings with the needs of others, is fully operative,
maki ng nonsense of interdependence, social comnpassion and
justice.

4. And so we nust forget the prom se of an internationa
political |eadership that can collectively conme to grips
with the nmyriads of issues for a shared survival
Confrontation between states, intra-state conflicts,



economc and mlitary threats, the dehumani sing effects of
poverty; all these are hei ghtened rather than di mni shed by
the ending of the Cold War. The contradictory i nmpul ses of

i nt erdependence and isol ationismare nore evident than ever
before. Humanitarianismis not only drying up fast; but
what survives is replete with conditionalities. The UN
presents a shattered imge with a threadbare nora
authority, despite the inportant early successes in
decol oni sation and the subsequent elimnation of apartheid.

5. The victors of 1945 have clung tenaciously to the

| evers of power. They control the high ground, exercising

i nfl uence and power as nakedly as when they were col oni al
powers. Only the masks have changed. The nultil atera

organi sations created on the eve of war's end were and stil
are structured to further their economic interests and the
pursuit of their strategic political goals. The Security
Council, the Wrld Bank, and the International Monetary
Fund, have nerely becone the instrunments of power
perpetuation. Less than six nonths ago, we were witness to
the use of the UN to push through, draconian-like, the

Nucl ear Non-Proliferation Treaty. Before the ink was dry,
some of the nuclear powers proceeded to test their

di abol i cal weapons. Wat, may | ask, qualifies sonme
countries for possession of the nmeans of nass destruction in
perpetuity? It is tine that the nucl ear-weapon states
commit thenselves to nucl ear disarmanent through a
programed reduction of their nuclear arsenal within a
specific tine frame, beginning with the i nmedi ate cessation
of all nuclear tests and culmnating in their total
elimnation. Soon it may be too costly and too | ate.

6. Perversely, the major powers not only continue to
conpete in devel opi ng ever nore destructive conventiona
weapons, but they also conpete to sell arnms. And when sone
devel opi ng countries buy arns, the Western controlled nedia
accuse them of indulging in arns races.

7. W seemto inherit a world in which nora

consi derations have no real role to play or that acts of
real politik have no noral consequences. Tears appear to be
shed about the human tragedies in Bosnia, Rwanda, Liberia,
Somal i a and Chechnya. But many have becone desensitised to
the horrors that flash across our screens. The Charter

i ncorporating the idealismand dreans of 1945, is nore
honoured in its violations than its adherence. Tell us how
have the principles of the Charter on the non-use of force
and the illegality of claimng territory acquired by
aggression been of help to the Bosni ans? Wat protection or
sol ace has the Genoci de Convention been to those sl aughtered
i n Rwanda, Bosni a, Canbodi a and Chechnya? The | esson for

t he peoples of these countries is clear; no internationa
order or international ethos will be defended unless the
maj or powers see their vital interests are at risk.

8. The United Nations have been party to the double talk
in Bosnia, insisting that norality had no place in



peace- keeping since the inpartiality that peacekeepers had
to maintain required themto eschew maki ng any judgenent
about the rights and wongs of the situation. | ask the UN
whet her there can be a m ddl e ground where genoci de and
ethnic cl eansing are concerned? | ask the Secretary-Cenera
of the UN whether he is obliged to defend the nora
principles in the UN Charter or whether he should consol e
the dying and the bereaved that there are others el sewhere
suffering worse fates?

9. Isn't there, in the context of the |arger picture,

a special role for the UN to provide international

| eadershi p? Cearly, the major powers have failed to
provi de | eadershi p; choosing only to act in furtherance of
their national or domestic political interests. They
continue to harp on human rights and the sanctity of human
life but they act only when they run no risk.

10. Admittedly, blame nust al so be apportioned to many of

us in the Third Wrld. Some of us have | ed our people down
the path of despair and m sery. Wth the dem se of
colonialism there was the prom se of freedom and

devel opnent. Yet nmany succunbed to the tenptations of
creature confort, failing to further the rights and welfare
of our own people. But then when we were col onies, the only
formof Covernnent we knew was authoritarian colonialism It
is too nuch to expect some of us, at the m dnight flag

| owering, to suddenly becone denocratic and sophisticated.

11. The threat of a brutalised world is never nore evident
than in the Serb program of ethnic cleansing in

Bosni a- Her zegovi na and the massacres in Rwanda. For a | ong
time the maj or powers were opposed to taking strong nmeasures
agai nst the Serbs. W are seeing belatedly sonme sense of
purpose in the NATO bonbi ngs and efforts to negotiate a

sol ution. However, we should be cautious about rushing
towards solutions that reward aggressi on and genocide. It
is possible that some in the West and in the United Nations
| onged for Bosnia's quick defeat. It would save them from
maki ng any deci sion. But the Bosnians refused to oblige.

In Rnanda t he European troops w t hdrew when the massacres
began. And in Somalia failure to understand the situation
lead to the victinms fighting their UN saviours.

12. The United Nations Secretariat nust take sone of the
blame for all these brutalities. In Rvanda it truly shirked
its duty while in Bosnia it sent in a protection force which
was instructed not to protect the Bosnians. Wy it should

be called UNPROFOR was a nystery until lately. It was there
to protect itself. It makes a distinction between

peace- keepi ng and peace-enforcenent. If there is peace to
keep, why do you need mlitary forces? Isn't it because of
the possibility of breaches of the peace that the forces are
put there? And when there are breaches the forces nmust stop
them if peace-keeping is to be neaningful. But instead

when peace is broken the UN threatened to w thdraw and | eave
the victins to their fate.



13. Fortunately, in Palestine, another historical flash
point, efforts continue to be nmade towards durabl e peace.
That peace process nust result in a Pal estinian honeland, a
vi abl e state at peace with its neighbours. The attenpts to
weaken the present Pal estinian | eadership by undermining its
credibility will only result in the rise of extrem smand a
protracted and bl oody intra-Pal estinian conflict which will
spill over into Israel and el sewhere.

14. The absence of international |eadership and comm tnent
is evident in the area of devel opnent as well. The rhetoric
of devel opnment is increasingly devoid of neaningful content.
The North has turned its back on conmtnents relating to
devel opnent assi stance. Yet such is the concern for the
survival of insects and plant life that human devel opnent
must be stopped if it is suspected it m ght endanger a few
animals or plants. That there are plenty of the sane

speci es el sewhere is considered irrelevant. And so
one-fifth of the world' s population remain mred in poverty
havi ng been deni ed devel opnent assistance by the rich and
the powerful. The latter have retreated into their regiona
cl ubs and cosy arrangenents for perpetuating unconsci onabl e
| evel s of consunption. Some of the countries of the South
have tried to pull thenselves up literally by their own
boot straps. But the nonment they appear to succeed, the
carpet is pulled out fromunderneath their feet. GSP
privileges are withdrawn and their records of human rights,
denocracy, etc are scrutinised in order to obstruct their
progr ess.

15. Some anong the nore successful South have been enticed
to join the rich and the strong, so they may not |end
what little strength they have to their conpatriots.

16. Commitnent to the environment should not be turned into
an occasion for recrimnation and pointing of fingers.
Wrse, it should not be politically instrunentalised to

di sadvant age the Sout h. Devel opment can take place w thout

i rreparabl e damage to the environnent. Forcing the
devel opi ng countries to remai n undevel oped in order to
preserve the environnent for the rich is manifestly unfair.
Yet the environmental obstacles placed in the way of the
poor South will do just that, beggaring the poor to enrich
the already rich.

17. Poverty in itself creates an environment that is as
damagi ng to humanity as any other kind of environnenta

pol lution. Qoviously we need to determ ne our priorities.
Do we keep the poor pernmanently poor so the rich can enjoy
the environment or do we sacrifice the environnent a little
inthe interest of relieving poverty?

18. W, in Mal aysia, accept that econom c devel opnent
shoul d not be at the expense of other groups or the future
generations. Environnental sustainability, social equity
and a culture that allows for the fulfilnment of human needs



must replace the culture of materialism The Western
consumer society, which is spreading worl dw de requires
ever increasing consunption to keep production and profits
continuously rising. For this nore fuel is needed and the
trend in the consunption of fossil fuel in recent years is
alarm ng. Yet very little is being done to curb such

wast eful use of a depleting resource while the devel oprent
of renewabl e resources such as hydro power neets with al

ki nds of objections. Progressively industrialising Mlaysia
has the capacity and the resources to design and inplenent a
nodel of devel opment sensitive to the needs and cultura

val ues of devel oping countries without imtating the flawed
Western nodel. W only ask that m sguided crusaders shoul d
keep out. These nodern day imtations of the Conmuni st
agitators would do well to look at their own countries
wast ef ul consunpti on and carbon di oxi de emi ssion

19. Social disintegration is a serious problemas the
wor | d' s popul ati on become nore urbanised. This is not

hel ped by the West seeking to inpose its noral values. The
institutions which hold society together are now bei ng
underm ned. At the Beijing Wnen's Summit despite a
consensus cobbl ed together to alleviate the sufferings of
woren, the mad quest for personal freedomtook one nore
tradition bashing step. People it seens cannot be free

unl ess they have sexual freedom a freedom which rejects the
i nhibitions of traditional and religious values, of nmarriage
and famly as institutions of society. Sexual freedomw ||
render fidelity meaningless as nuch as it renders marri ages
anachroni stic. The new |liberalismextends to a new
definition of the famly, which is to include honosexua
pairs, unmarried womren with children by unknown fathers,
groups of men and wonen living together with no fixed
partners and many ot her conbi nati ons.

20. If the West wants to be liberal and sexually free, this
isits right. But what is wong is the attenpt to inpose
its nmorality or lack of it on the rest of the world. And in
Beijing that was what it tried to do. The UN shoul d not
lend itself to this kind of undenocractic disregard for the
rights of others.

21. O late there has been nuch tal k about reformof the
UN. Clearly there is a need for this after 50 years of the
UN carrying the tattered baggage of the last Wrld War.
Surely the results of that war cannot be reflected in the
structure and procedures of the UN forever. It has to end
some time. And the 50th anniversary is as good a tine as
any for burying the relics of past follies.

22. Since denocracy seens to have displaced religion as a
faith, it is fitting that there nust be denocratic reforns
in the UN. Some of those countries which had vested
thenselves with infallibility and pernmanency have now becone
second raters. New players have enmerged who shoul d be
accorded recognition. A nore equitable representation on

the Security Council is a rmust. This neans that pernmanent



seats should be given to regions possibly determned by a
regi onal mechani sm

23. The veto power should be dropped. Under no
ci rcunst ances nust the Security Council be nade an
i nstrument of any one country.

24. Reformmust extend also to the financing of the UN. It
is wholly unacceptabl e that nenber states, especially the

rich ones, should fall into arrears with inmpunity and yet
exerci se special rights and influence. The nenbership rules
nmust be applied to one and all. New bases for assessnent

shoul d be nmade taking into consideration the wealth or |ack
of it anong the nenbers.

25. Various gl obal taxation schenes including nodest |evies
on global air travel, a tax on global specul ative flows of
capital, a tax on the exploitation of mankind s comon
assets on the seabed, and a tax on the trade in weapons of
war have been proposed. O these the | ast one, based on the
principle that he who profits fromthe tools of war nust
contribute to the mai ntenance of peace, nerit urgent
attention and adopti on.

26. Reformof the United Nations al so require the cl eansing
of the bureaucratic aegean stables in the Secretariat. The
norale of the international civil service is at its |owest
ebb. The excesses and the fat nust be trimed but failure
to do so nust not be used as an excuse for not paying dues
or for opting out.

27. It is heartening to note that UNCTAD and ot her econonic
agenci es of the UN have now acknow edged that |inking trade
wi th non-trade issues serves no useful purpose either for

t he devel oped or the devel oping countries. Unenploynment in

t he devel oped countries is not due to workers in devel opi ng
countries working hard to conpensate for their |ack of other
conpetitive advantages, but rather to the profligate ways of
t he devel oped nations with their high wages and unenpl oynent
benefits. Wiy it is assumed that workers in devel oped
countries would work when they are to be paid for not
working is a nystery at par with the idea that people would
be happy and productive if the diligent are paid as nuch as
t he indol ent.

28. The reform of global institutions nust enconpass the
Bretton Wods organi sations. Their energies and resources
must be channell ed towards the battle against the pollution
caused by poverty worl dwi de. The Bretton Wods

organi sati ons have to cease acting as debt collectors for
the mghty and the rich bankers, who in turn nust learn to
live within the rules of their own creation, that of taking
commerci al risks which go hand-in-hand with the pursuit of
gain. Areturn to their original nandates, that of
promoti ng bal anced devel opnent in the case of the Wrld
Bank, and that of enforcing nonetary and fisca
responsibility in all countries, irrespective of their



status in the gl obal econony, is a first priority. Reform
must include a re-evaluation of the governance arrangenents
at the Bank and the Fund through a realignnment and

re-all ocation of quotas and share-hol dings that take into
account the changed structure of the world econony. New
arrangenents for governance nust recogni se the grow ng cl out
of the newy energing econom es that now contribute to a

ri sing share of global output, to trade and capital fl ows.

29. The debt m Il stone weighs heavily on the poor. This
burden nust be eased, especially for the poorest nations of
Africa. Mal aysia hopes that effective actions will be taken
forthwith taking into account decisions nade at the 49th
Ceneral Assenbly on finding a durable solution to the

ext ernal debt problem of devel oping countries.

30. Wile bilateral debts extended by donor countries have
over the years been restructured and reschedul ed - though
with humiliating conditions inposed by the Paris d ub of
Creditors - nultilateral institutions, led by the Wrld
Bank, have steadfastly refused consideration of
restructuring debt owed to them The Wrld Bank conti nues
to increase its profit levels and amasses reserves which
today stand in excess of US$16 billion. Wy are these
reserves, built from paynments by devel opi ng countries, not
used for debt relief? And why do we allow the intransi gence
of one or two countries to preclude the issuance of Speci al
Drawi ng Rights by the International Mnetary Fund? These
and ot her issues nust feature in a reformof the Bretton
Whods institutions.

31. The conclusion of the U uguay Round, and the
establ i shnent of the World Trade Organisation offer a

gli mer of hope for rul e-based trading rel ati onshi ps.

Mal aysi a appl auds and wel cones the underlying principles and
we pl edge ourselves to play by the mutually agreed
undert aki ngs.

32. Regrettably, powerful trading nations threaten through
unil ateral actions to undermne the carefully negoti ated
agreenments. The deliberate creation of regional trading

bl ocs, the introduction of managed trade, the attenpts to
link human rights, environnental considerations, and | abour
codes to trade, are major threats, which if inplenmented
woul d di mthe hope of a free environnent for trade. W
reject such attenpts. The new protectionism wll return
the world to a bygone era when trade wars led to mlitary
confrontations.

33. And finally the new threats with the advent of the
Informati on Age. The poor countries have long suffered from
bi ased reporting by the world nedia, controlled by the

devel oped worl d. Now the conputer network created for the
spread of know edge and information has becone polluted by
the irresponsi bl e dissemnation of filth through them
Sonmeone is making money fromthis filth. The world
community must find a way to keep out such filth and to



provide for |egal action to be taken agai nst them by
aggrieved countries even when they broadcast from outside
their borders. They should be allowed to bring these

m screants for trial in the aggrieved countries under their
laws. After all we have already had nmany instances of
extraterritorial application of the | aws of sone countries
wi t hout so nmuch as a by your | eave.

34. Freedom of information is fine but even in this age of
freedomwe cannot allow norals to be conpletely undermnm ned
in order to enrich the nerchants of porn and filth.

35. Wen all is said and done we still have to admit that
the UNis the only truly multinational organisation where
the voices of small nations can be heard. W support the UN
but we nust correct the tendency to nake it an instrunment of
the rich and the powerful. The UN nmust stand on the side of
the collective needs of people and nations in order to serve
al | humanki nd.
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