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TI ME:

I would like to thank the nenbers of the Mal aysia Space
and Tel econmuni cati ons Research Consortium or MAXSTAR in
short, for inviting me to the [aunch of Malaysia's
Mcro-Satellite Programe.

2. 1| amtold the consortium whose nenbers conprise

i ndustry representatives, Government agencies and

uni versities, have been working very hard for several nonths
on the mission and payl oad details of the first Ml aysian
Mcro-Satellite. I amhappy to note that the
Mcro-Satellite's configuration will be finalised by July
this year and it is expected that the first Mcro-Satellite
will take two years to build and schedul ed for |aunch by
Arianespace in July 1997.

3. This Mcro-Satellite Progranme will certainly take us a
step closer to achieving the ability to design, engineer,
build and | aunch a Ml aysi an spacecraft. Contracts for
Measat -1 and Measat-11 which were signed | ast May paved the
way for Malaysia's participation in space and

t el econmuni cati ons technol ogy. The Measat System together
wi th space research and education, are an inportant and
integral link to support the total devel opment of a

technol ogi cal | y advanced and efficient comunications
infrastructure in Ml aysi a.

4. The launch of Measat-lI on 20 Decenber 1995 will be

foll owed, | understand, by that of Measat-Il in July 1996.
In addition, two satellites, built under the Mcro-Satellite
programme, will be placed in orbit before the end of the
decade. These four |aunches will firmy position Ml aysia
anong nations that own and operate satellites built to
satisfy their specific requirenents.

5. The Measat Systemand Mcro-Satellite Programe wil |l
provide the country with a platformon which we can further
devel op our space and tel econmuni cati ons technol ogy.
Hopefully, Malaysia will be one of the countries in the
region that will be able to launch its own made-i n- Ml aysi a
spacecraft.

6. For this purpose, MAXSTAR has been established. The
menbers of MAXSTAR are : Binariang Sdn. Bhd; Tel ekom



Mal aysi a Ber had; Bahagi an Kaji an Sai ns Angkasa (BAKSA); The
Mal aysi an Institute of Mcro-El ectronics Systems (M MX);
Universiti Sains Mlaysia; Universiti Malaya; Universiti
Kebangsaan Mal aysi a; Universiti Teknol ogi Mal aysia and

Uni versiti Pertanian Mal aysia. MAXSTAR is an exanpl e of how
a conmercial project has led to cooperation between the
public and private sectors to serve national interests.
MAXSTAR wi | | undertake a Mcro-Satellite Programme that will
enabl e scientific research activities, in and from space, to
be carried out.

7. The Mcro-Satellites have several applications that
will benefit the community. The first Mcro-Satellite

wei ghi ng about 50 kilogramw || be designed to carry out
scientific and educati onal operations and renote sensing,
i.e. the gathering of data fromthe earth's surface for
resource managenent, | and use and the protection of the
envi ronnent .

8. It is planned that subsequent Mcro-Satellites would be
capabl e of sophisticated applications including material and
conponent testing in space and earth-based pol |l ution
noni t ori ng.

9. The aerospace industry can al so expect significant
derivative benefits fromthe work that will be undertaken by
MAXSTAR.

10. The CGovernnent is pleased to note that follow ng the

G 15 Meeting in New Del hi in 1994, India, through the Indian
Space and Research Organisation or ISRO wll support

Mal aysia in its space progranme. ISROw Il assist us in

t he devel opnent of our technology to build and | aunch
satellites.

11. | take this opportunity to thank the Governnent of the
Republic of India and | SRO for their assistance and
participation in devel opi ng Mal aysia's space programme and
l aunch technology. It is also our hope that this
participation by ISROwill lead to collaboration in other
rel ated activities such as satellite broadcasting.

12. As part of the MEASAT contracts, Arianespace and Hughes
Space and Conmuni cations, Inc. have al so agreed to actively
participate in Ml aysia's space programe. | am pleased to
note that our space progranmme involves participation by
India, France and the United States and denonstrates

Mal aysia's ability to interact and work gl obally.

13. Malaysian institutions of higher learning will benefit
t hrough participation in MAXSTAR It is envisaged that
Universiti Sains Malaysia will be able to offer courses in
satellite and | aunch vehicle technol ogy and applications
starting fromthe 1996/1997 academ c year, ultimtely

| eading to the establishment of a space technol ogy faculty.

14. In addition to leading the Mcro-Satellite Programe, |



amtold Binariang has provided initial funding to Universiti
Sai ns Mal aysia. Arrangenents have al so been made for two
menbers of the academ c staff of the University to undergo
training and internship at Hughes.

15. The space and conmuni cations industry requires

vast capital, human and technical resources to acquire and
to keep pace with the rapidly advanci ng technol ogy. To this
end, the Governnent recogni ses the need for sel ected

al I i ances anong Mal aysi an conpani es and between t hese
conpani es and forei gn technol ogy partners.

16. In this context, | understand that Binariang and

Tel ekom Mal aysi a Berhad have entered into joint working
arrangenents. These arrangenents will accelerate the
devel opnent of an efficient and state-of-the-art nationa
communi cations infrastructure and, at the sanme tineg,
optim se the nation's resources.

17. In conclusion, | wuld like to wish the Ml aysia Space
and Tel ecommuni cati ons Research Consortium every success in
undert aki ng the anbitious task ahead.

18. When Malaysia first put forward the idea of a nationa
car, it was thought that we were being too anbitious.
However, the record of Proton has proved our capability not
only to have control over our own conmercial destiny but
also our ability to interact and conpete gl obally. Whil st

we are equally anbitious in the task before us, we are
confident that the success of this programme will serve as a
rol e nodel and inspire future generations.
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