SPEECH BY: DATO SERI DR MAHATHI R BI N MOHAMAD
( PRIME M NI STER )

EVENT: THE LAUNCH NG OF THE MALAYSI A COVWONWEALTH PCLI CY STUDI ES
CENTRE

VENUE: CAMBRI DGE, ENGLAND
DATE: 15 MAR 1995

TI ME

I wish to thank you for your very warm words of wel conme

and the kind invitation to |aunch the Ml aysia Conmonweal t h
Policy Studies Centre at Canbridge today. It is indeed an
honour to be given the opportunity to chair the Board of
Trustees of the Centre. May | also take this opportunity to
express ny appreciation to the distingui shed Cormonweal t h
personal ities who have agreed to serve on the Board. |
certainly |l ook forward to working closely with you to nake
the Centre a distinctive centre of research for the
Commonweal t h.

2. The Commonweal th represents a free association of
soverei gn states whose peoples constitute about one quarter
of the world's popul ation. Diverse as they may be in their
racial origins, cultures, |anguages and faiths, they are
nevert hel ess |Iinked together by shared traditions and the
belief that their interests are best served through
cooperation and partnership. Over the years, the
Commonweal th has increasingly relied upon these principles
and beliefs, in the search for a better world. As a result
of the Commonwealth's efforts in pronoting fundanenta
values that all its nmenbers share, we have becone quite
credi bl e exanples of political maturity and denocracy in
many i nstances.

3. The nenbers of the Commonweal th have al so been able to
forge ahead in various fields of socio-economc

devel opnent. Al t hough nuch has been done in these areas we
cannot but feel that even nore needs to be done to alleviate
t he many soci o-econom ¢ probl ens which confront nenber

st ates.

4. In the years ahead, the Comobnweal th woul d need to
focus nore sharply on those issues of real concern to its
nmenbers. This woul d ensure that the Commonweal th conti nues
to remain responsive and relevant to the needs of its
nmenbers.

5. The Commonweal th needs to | ook ahead. In doing so, it
could draw upon the various experiences that it has
undergone since its inception. The establishnent of the
Mal aysi a Commonweal th Studies Centre today is, | think,
timely.



6. | amconfident that this Centre will serve with
distinction as a centre for research to assist Commonweal th
countries in achieving sone of the objectives of the
Commonweal th. The Centre hopefully will play its role as a
think-tank to identify and offer solutions to sone of the
probl ens faced by nenber states. |Issues such as nodern

adm ni stration, political systems, econom c planning and
devel opnent, food, shelter, health and education can be
addressed by this Centre. It will no doubt help to |ight
the way and reduce the pitfalls which seemto plague nmany
Governnments in their effort to devel op especially those
whi ch achi eved i ndependence after the |ast war.

7. The location of the Ml aysia Commonweal th Policy

Studies Centre here in the University of Canbridge should
enable it to benefit fromthe renowned | earning and
expertise of this great university. It will thus be well

pl aced to provide ideas, and the necessary stinulus and
direction for new thinking within the Comobnweal t h.

Mal aysia is honoured to be associated with the Centre and
woul d continue to contribute to the devel opment and success
of the Centre.

8. | amoptimstic that this Centre would play an
i mportant role in assisting Cormonweal th countries to
respond to the chall enges of the future.

9. | hereby have great pleasure in |aunching the
Mal aysi a Commonweal th Policy Studies Centre.
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