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TI ME

It gives me great pleasure to welconme all del egates,

| ocal and foreign, to this Meeting on Regi onal Devel opnent
Cooperation in Asia and the Pacific. Malaysia, and in
particul ar Kual a Lunmpur, is honoured to play host to this
meeti ng which nust be considered as being nost tinely.

2. Regional cooperation is both |ogical and desirable in
order to achieve the greatest amount of good for the

great est nunmber of people. However, it cannot thrive within
the framework of a naster-disciple relationship. |Instead,

it must be predicated upon nmutual respect for each country's
sovereignty and sensitivities. | hope your deliberations at
this meeting will contribute towards inproving efforts to
chart new approaches and directions for the growmh of Asia
and the Pacific region.

3. The Asia Pacific region which enconpasses all countries
in Asia and islands washed by the Pacific Ocean, presents a
uni que challenge to the world community. Due to the greatly
i ncreased demand for capital resulting fromthe forner
command economies switching to the free market system the
flow of funds to the region in the near future is likely to
be limted. Wth this, the major challenge of the
multilateral institutions will be to provide better and nore
cost-efficient devel opnent assistance in order to resolve
the problens faced by the countries of the region

4. Wth the end of the East-Wst hostilities, and with the
growi ng euphoria over the predicted Pacific Century presaged
by the achi evenents of nany East Asian econom es, many had
expected the devel oping countries of the Asia and Pacific
region to reap fully the dividends of peace. But instead,
they are now being nade to pay a heavy prem um The

devel oped North has invented and inposed all kinds of
conditions on devel oping countries including |inkages wth
human rights, |abour rights, environnental restrictions,
access to markets and an anarchic regine in the exchange
rate of currencies. Every nove by the North to protect
their interests invariably results in the poor countries
becom ng poorer. The rich man's club not only disregards
the interest of the poor but positively refuses to hear
their views before damagi ng deci sions are nmade. And so The
Pl aza Accord, for exanple, raised the value of the Yen
resulting in the devel opi ng debtor countries having to pay



as much as 100 percent nore for their Yen |loans. And the
value of the Yen is still being forced upwards with dire
consequences for nost devel oping countries. This gl oony
scenario will continue unless the devel opi ng countri es,
particularly in the Asia Pacific region, are willing to
cooperate in their devel opment programes.

5. W had expected the United Nations, at |least, to serve
as a forumfor airing the views of the devel opi ng countries.
But in fact their views there are totally ignored. The
so-called free press censors the views of the devel opi ng
world until it appears that they are, if not dunb, at |east
voi cel ess. You can be absolutely sure that nothing will be
reported in the international nmedia about this neeting
except, of course, the negative aspects. Yet if certain
menbers of the Security Council were to so much as sneeze
there will be headlines on the front pages of every one of
t hese papers and prolonged interviews in the world

el ectronic media. So nmuch for the so-called free press.

6. It is perhaps synptomatic of the malady affecting the
devel oped world that the recent Wrld Summt on Soci al

Devel opnent in Copenhagen was remarkabl e for the absence of
their representatives. Yet the R o Conference on the

Envi ronnent and Devel opnent was fully attended, perhaps
because the devel opi ng world was supposed to contribute by
sacrificing their own devel opnent in order to preserve their
forests and resources as sinks for the pollutants of the
rich.

7. The Asia and Pacific region is vast in size, vast in
nunbers, vast in the challenges it faces and equally vast in
the opportunities it holds. In terms of size, it is one
third of the planet. In terns of nunbers, it supports

al nrost one half of the world's popul ation. The region
accounts for 25 percent of global exports, 22 percent of

gl obal inports and 33 percent of global internationa
reserves. At the sane time, it is also hone to the |argest
nunber of poor people in the world.

8. More than 800 mllion people live in abject poverty in
the Asia Pacific region. Several hundred mllions are

deni ed access to the basic necessities of life - food, clean
water, clean air, shelter, education and health. The
infrastructure for devel oping the resources of the people

t hrough education and training is inadequate. To make
matters worse, a rapidly grow ng popul ati on coupled w th
rapi d urbani sati on have conplicated the picture and are
putting greater pressure on the fragile resources of the
regi on.

9. This state of affairs is due in part at |least to our
own faults. Sonetimes we are so sold on the efficacy of
denocracy that we are too free with our freedom and our
rights. We take to the streets at the drop of a pin in
order to force the hands of Governnent or to force it out.
W believe that a change of Governnents will heal all our



ills. But changes in Governnments have often resulted in

wor se Governnents being set up, as incapable or as unwilling
to do the right things as the previous ones. Again we take
to the streets, hold general strikes and generally
destabilise the nation, with no real results in ternms of our
wel | - bei ng.

10. Good, strong Governnents can go wong too. So al so can
the systens of administration or the approach towards

devel opnents. W nust adnmit that all these can go wong and
do go wong. Wiile it is right and proper for us to bl ane
others, it is perhaps easier to correct ourselves than to
ask the others, particularly the rich countries, to correct
t hensel ves in order that we may enjoy healthy growh and
resol ve our soci o-econom c probl ens.

11. Assuming that we are able to put our act together and
real |y make denocracy and our administration work, we wll
still not be able to resolve our poverty and devel opnent
problenms if we do not cooperate with each other. This is
because the devel oped nations are all ganging up and formng
all kinds of blocs. Although they may insist that they do
not mean to be exclusive, but the fact remains that they
have a tendency to jointly act agai nst our economc
interests if we do not conformor do what we are told.
Mention has al ready been made about their insistence on
linking trade with human rights, workers' wages and
environnental issues. It is reasonable to expect everyone
to be concerned with these issues. But what is worrisone is
that the |inkages invariably affect our conpetitiveness. It
woul d seemthat they are nore interested in pushing up our
costs than in seeing that our people and our workers are
free, and our environment well-preserved. And yet when they
were on their way up they exploited people and the

envi ronnent nore than we are doi ng. Those of us who were
col oni es of the devel oped nations before nust renenber how
our people were fully exploited and our pristine forests
were razed to the ground to make way for plantations and the
extraction of minerals.

12. W shoul d not object of course to what is reasonable
and fair. But our problemis that we are unable to have our
views heard, nuch |ess considered. And this is due to our

| ack of coordination and cooperation while the devel oped
countries are not only coordinated but are arrai gned agai nst
us in solid blocs.

13. For a long time devel opi ng nati ons had depended on the
producti on and export of primary comodities in order to
earn the forei gn exchange we need to buy manufactured goods.
Unfortunately, the advanced countries invented substitutes
for our commodities and through nmarket manipul ation
depressed conmodity prices further. The terns of trade
becane nore and nore agai nst us.

14. Some devel opi ng countries have now turned to
manuf acturing, particularly |abour and resource-intensive



industries in order to benefit fromour |ower cost of l|iving
and resources. But again we are being frustrated by
conditionalities inmposed on our exports, as for exanple,
eco- | abel | i ng.

15. The only way we can counter all these is for us to
coordi nate and cooperate. By showing a united front we wll
be able to influence trade policies and the Wrld Trade
Organisation (WO). Admittedly, our clout will not be very
powerful, but it will be better than no clout at all
Working alone and in isolation will get us nowhere.

16. Malaysia's experience is that the attainnent of
prosperity and progress by devel opi ng countries invariably
benefits other countries as well. Thus when South Korea,
Tai wan, Hong Kong and Si ngapore achi eved hi gh growth, they
becanme not only good trading partners for us but al so good
i nvestors in our country. Very often these countries al one
and together top the foreign investnments in Ml aysi a.

17. In time Malaysia was able to switch to manufacturing,
progressing fromlabour-intensive to high-tech industries.
The extensive know edge and capital accunul ated in Ml aysia
have now enabl ed Mal aysia to invest in other devel oping
countries in the region. W fully expect the same cycle
whi ch Mal aysia went and is going through to be experienced
by the other devel oping countries in the Asia Pacific
region. In time the whole region will be prosperous.

I ndeed, trade between the countries of East Asia is today
conparable with intra-European or intra-Anerican trade. Al
these go to prove that cooperation and cross-investnents,
together with transfers of technol ogy, benefit everyone,
rich or poor. They are nutually enriching.

18. The world can be a nuch better place if the rich were

| ess obsessed with maintaining their status. They do not
gai n by inpoverishing the already poor, by naking them debt
sl aves or permanent recipients of aid. A world of evenly
devel oped countries, each exploiting its conparative

advant ages, be it know edge or skills or resources or

| abour, trading and conpeting fairly with each other, is far
better than a world divided into North and South, rich and
poor, devel oped and devel opi ng, powerful and weak, and trade
bl ocs and trade bl ocs. Maybe this sounds too idealistic.

But humanity without ideals will certainly nean the end of
history, of civilisation.

19. In the final analysis, our goal nust surely be the

wel | - bei ng of our people. W hope to be respected nenbers
inthe famly of nations. Action, and not words, begets
respect. In our haste to inprove the ot of our people, in
our race towards the status of a devel oped nation, we run
the risk of putting undue pressure on the very el enents that
sustai n devel opment -- the resources, the institutions and
the people. In so doing, we often |ose sight of the goal of
devel opnent, that is, the well-being of our present
generation and the generations to cone. W nust, therefore,



set our priorities right by putting the ultimte goal of
peopl e devel opnent firmy in our mnds as we nove ahead.

20. In maki ng devel opment happen, we nust take to heart the
| essons of history -- the successes that have been achieved
whi ch could be enul ated and the mi stakes to be avoi ded. For
us, the search for that elusive balance between the need to
devel op and the capability of the resources to sustain
devel opnent nust be a matter of priority. Anong the nyriad
possi bl e approaches to devel opnent, the countries of Asia
and the Pacific nust tread the path of responsible

devel opnent, that is, devel opnment with a conscience. In
this, we nust not bow to pressures exerted by the fads and
fashi ons of environnental novenents and econom c | obby
groups. We nust determ ne our own national and regi ona
priorities on the basis of our own circunstances. W nust
recogni se that econom c sustainability through responsible
devel opnent does not only refer to issues related to the
preservation of the environnment. It includes other elenents
like social justice, the right to devel opnent and weal th and
an equitable world society. Wile enphasising the nost
producti ve exploitation of our resources, and nmaking sure
that pollution does not retard econom c growth, we nmust al so
take into account that people nmust be treated fairly and
have a voice in decisions that affect them and that wealth
nmust be distributed equitably anong all segments of the
popul ati on. W nust al so take pains to preserve the
enornously diverse elenents within our societies which in

t hensel ves give neaning to life.

21. The road to responsi bl e devel opnent is fraught wth
probl enms and uncertainties. Towards this end, nultilatera
devel opnent institutions nust play the role of the honest
br oker, matching universal principles and priorities with
| ocal circunstances. It is inperative that such
institutions do not take a slanted view of devel opment as
prescribed by the western pundits. Instead they nust
initiate collaborative approaches with the devel opi ng
countries. For us, the concept of responsible devel oprment
hol ds out the hope of better tines ahead. Much remains to
be | earnt.

22. | hope this neeting will come up with fresh insights
into problens hindering regional growh and will propose
measures that will identify new avenues for pronoting

regi onal cooperation.

23. On this note, | have great pleasure in declaring open
this nmeeting on Regional Devel opnent Cooperation in Asia and
the Pacific.
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