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TI ME

On behal f of the Mal aysian delegation, I wish to convey

our deep appreciation to you and through you the Government
and people of Denmark for the warm hospitality and the
excel | ent arrangenents nade

2. | also wish to acknowl edge the inportant role played by
Anbassador Juan Somavia of Chile in his capacity as Chairnman
of the Preparatory Committee.

3. Although the 50 year-old Charter of the United Nations
begins with the words "W the peoples of the United
Nations....", this is, arguably, the first time that we neet
at this level to discuss the common people and their

probl ens; their social devel opment. That it has taken us 50
years to do this is a measure of our conmtnment to the | ot
of the common people and an illustration of the failure of
multilateral efforts, derailed for over 5 decades by the

i deol ogi cal battles of the Cold War. That confrontation
usual Iy on soneone el se's soil, has underm ned nost of the
soci al action plans of the UN agencies. Internationa

devel opnent efforts becane predicated on the degree of
support that devel oping countries gave to either of the two
super powers. Qur regi ons becane cockpits for superpower
mani pul ations and their fields of battle. The devel opi ng
countries and their people become nmere marionettes.

4. The weckages, the pain suffered and the injustices
inflicted, have left many of these countries crippled,

i ncapabl e of maki ng the necessary adjustnments to neet
present and future chal |l enges. Afghani stan, Sonalia and
many others are anong the countries that have been

pul verised; their infrastructure obliterated, their people
in total disarray. The marginalisation process continues
even now, despite strides in science and technol ogy.

5. As for the peoples of the world, the vast majority have
suffered not only deprivation, but nore inportantly, |oss of
human dignity. W are | ooking at over one billion people
caught in a spiral of abject poverty that rel egates them
permanently to the status of subspecies. The United Nations
is faced with an enornous outflow of sone 19.7 million

i nternational refugees. Admittedly, migrationis a

ni ght mare for the devel oped countries but mgrations al so
cause severe dislocations and drain the devel opi ng countries
of essential human resources. It does not help that the



devel oped countries discrimnatingly welcome the skilled and
t he educat ed.

6. Even as the international community takes the first
fateful steps into the next mllennium we cannot but be
troubl ed by the energence of "failed states"” in the wake of
t he break-up and breakdown of nations. The magi c of the

m dni ght hour at the nonent of independence cannot be
sustai ned. Countries stunble and retrogress and the

peopl e's expectations remain largely unful fill ed;
paradoxically, at a time of qualitative scientific and

t echnol ogi cal advances whi ch shoul d have benefitted the
needy the nost.

7. Even anong the devel oped countries, elenments of a

failed state can be detected. Contradictions and

pol ari sati ons have surfaced which reflect possible flaws in
the national direction. W see serious poverty,

honel essness and j obl essness, and ranpant crinme and drugs in
pockets of these societies, even in the nost advanced
countries. For these countries |essons too need to be

| earnt; change and adjustnents should apply to themas well,
especially those relating to unbridled and unsustai nabl e
hi gh i ncomes and consunption, and the breakdown and decline
in the noral values of their society. These countri es,
supposedl y | oconotives of world growth and paragons of
standards, would do well to effect these changes instead of
seeking to hold the high ground and preach to ot hers.

8. W also see aspects of racismand ethnic challenges in
these states. Econom c decline, nalaise in society have in
some cases dried up the humanitarian outl ooks of the past.
Targets internationally agreed, such as the 0.7%for QDA
reiterated at the Summt in Rio in 1992, have been largely
forgotten. There is dimnishing tolerance coupled with a
rigid insistence on honogeneity with one group and one set
of values. There was, for instance, a national convulsion
over the wearing of a head scarf to school in Europe
recently. The inplications are disturbing. The future of
humanki nd nust point towards globalism pluralismand
multi-culturalism not exclusivity of regions and bl ocs and
the superiority of one set of val ues.

9. W remain utterly helpless as the bestialities in
Bosnia and in Rwanda are committed. Al of the politica
wi |l of Europe could not save the thousands sacrificed in
Bosni a. Chechnya is a donmestic affair. However, Tian An
Men is not. Al of the machinery of the United Nations
could not respond to and prevent the slaughter in Rwanda.
I ndeed, the first reaction was to retreat from danger to
sel f.

10. Since the end of the Cold War, the internationa
community has arrived at nmany crossroads and defining
nmonents but we have fallen short in our collective response
al nost every tine. W nove fromone major conference to
anot her, pronouncing with lofty intention global action



programes but we have never satisfactorily nade avail able
the nmeans of inplenmentation. W seemto grope and to nuddl e
t hrough to give neaning to gl obal interconnectedness but we
find ourselves being only rhetorical, never quite able to
di stingui sh between self-interest and the care and

wel | - bei ng of humanki nd and the wel fare of the pl anet.

11. In the last few years, the concept of devel opnent has
changed from one of synthetic economic targets to that of
real economic gains, securing human needs and the

optim sation of the human person at the centre of

devel opnent. oviously, the free nmarket and sel ective human
rights alone will not do the job. Unfortunately the failure
of Communi sm and Fabi an Soci ali sm has not taught any

| esson. Despite the weaknesses of capitalismand the free
market, only one western nodal is permtted. The obvi ous
failures of the so-called | oconptives of growh are not
acknow edged. At the same tine the sucessful econom es of
Asia and Latin Anerica are not regarded as potenti al

| oconotives. Instead the high growh in these areas is
regarded as a threat to the industrial North. It seens to
be the agreed policy to categorise themand then put

i npedi ments in their way.

12. The devel oping world nust not continue to be | ooked
upon as a bottom ess pit, neant for wasted western handouts
and wel fare programes. The devel oping world needs to be
given its righful place as nuch as the conposition of the
G oup of Seven should be regarded as seriously
anachronistic. Al these require major changes in politica
perceptions. Also, the United Nations should cease from
continuing to be a place to discipline the devel oping world
on the basis of a western nodel that "one size fits all"

13. At the heart of devel opnent lies the issue of
governnments and society. Certainly, if governnents
continuously fail to deliver, they should exit. The issue

of governance and accountability, renewed by fresh nandates
t hrough the denocratic process, applies to all, not just the
devel opi ng countries. Enpowernent mnust take into account

t he vul nerabl e groups, wonmen and mnorities that exist in
all societies. In this area nuch progress has been nade
anong t he devel oping world. The days of the deni god | eader
are |argely over.

14. In South East Asia where change has been effectively
managed, much has been taken stock of. The obvi ous m stakes
of the West will not be repeated. The rel evance of
Government and a focussed national purpose through a
supportive society remains the prerequisite for devel oprnent.
We have left the socialistic concepts of the welfare state
for a workdriven, fully participative society.

15. For Malaysia, growth will be tenpered with equity and

social responsibility. Wile we try to harness the positive
el ements of gl obalisation, where swift novenents of capital
technol ogy and markets often outpace governnents, we remain



committed towards narrow ng i ncome and opportunity
disparities. | amconfident we shall achieve our targets of
qualitative growth and the anelioration of every Ml aysi an
as a conposite resource in a matrix of pluralismand

mul ti-culturalism

16. While in the first 25 years of independance the

Mal aysi an Gover nment has been the major actor in the
exercise to restructure society, the private sector has not
only been involved in the restructuring process of our

soci ety, but has been tasked with the creation of
opportunities for economc growh in order to achieve the
nati on's objective to becone an econom cally devel oped

nati on by the year 2020.

17. W are determned to devel op the nation in our own
moul d al ong all di nensions; economcally, socially,
politically, spiritually, psychologically and culturally.
The vision is for a Malaysian society that is denocratic,
tol erant and caring, economcally just and equitable,
progressive and prosperous, and in full possession of an
economny that is conpetitive, dynam c, robust and resilient.

18. While we and our neighbours try to nmake soci o-econom c
progress, we cannot but |anent the external inpedinents
which threaten to derail us. W are concerned about
pressures and other neans by sone in the North to erode our
limted conparative advantages, particular |abour and
natural resources. The North had exploited fully these very
same assets in their own countries and in ours when they
ruled us. Now they seek to stifle our growth by involving
human rights, the social clause and environnmenta
conditionalities. Did they care for these things when they
were at our stage of devel opnent?

19. | give nmy commitnent, speaking on behalf of ny people
and country, that Malaysia will support the decisions and
programmes of Copenhagen. | hope Copenhagen will not be

Rio. It should not nerely be renmenbered for the declaration
or the plan of action. Copenhagen should be recalled for
being the starting point of a new deternmination to sincerely
put into effect the progranme to neet the needs and
aspirations of people, the focus of our decision

Thank you M. Chairnman
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