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TI ME

It is an honour for me to be given this opportunity to
address you today. | wish to congratul ate the Danish
Governnment for its major role in pronoting international
yout h devel opnent.

2. The hosting of this cerenony in Copenhagen today coul d
not have been nore appropriate or nore tinely in view of the
conveni ng of the Social Devel opnment Sunmit organi sed by the
United Nati ons.

3. It is ny hope that this Award will go a | ong way

t owar ds encouragi ng National Youth O ganisations to
intensify their efforts in carrying out devel opnent projects
in their respective countries. The support for such
activities nmust be continued and enhanced as youth
constitutes an inportant human resource. | am convi nced

that if each country can make a small contribution to the
devel opnent of youth worldwi de we will be maki ng maj or
strides in overconm ng the global problemof social tension
and social disintegration.

4. The need for independent youth organisations to

coordi nate and support youth devel opnent nust be recogni sed
and acted upon. This could be achieved through cooperation
anong regi onal and international youth councils and youth
organi sations the world over.

5. In this regard, WAY can play a crucial role

by accepting nore Eastern European youth councils in the
framewor k of WAY. However, we nust make sure that WAY nust
never be a political tool. To be strong and effective WAY
must remai n i ndependent and apoliti cal

6. However Youth Councils can coll aborate with other
authorities and be reliable partners of governnents in order
to protect the interests of young people in their

or gani sati ons.

7. A major problemfacing the devel opnment of young people

i s unenpl oynment. Unenpl oyment and under-enpl oynent is a
worl d wi de problem While there have been gradua

i nprovenents in the levels of education in nost rural areas
around the world, the availability of work has not natched



the I evel s of education and expectations of rural youth. As
aresult there is a steady mgration of young peopl e,
particularly the better educated, to nove to urban areas.

8. This has drained the rural areas of the nore

enterprising menbers of society while at the same tine
creating problens of urban congestion and unenpl oynent. In
this context it is inmportant that youth programres enphasise
the policy of rural industrialisation. Youth organi sations
i ke WAY, nust devel op innovative approaches to di ssem nate
practical skills through conbining institutional training

wi th apprenticeship in order to enhance the opportunities
for rural youth.

9. A system of cooperation between urban industrial
enterprises and newy established rural industries nust be
devel oped. | am confident that WAY can provi de assistance to
its menbers in terns of providing productive enpl oynment.
Towards that end, a rural industrialisation approach can
achi eve not only bal anced devel opnent of rural areas but

al so reduce problens of unenpl oynment.

10. | take this opportunity to congratul ate the

wi nner of this WAY World Youth Award. | hope that WAY
menbers will give their dedication and conmtnent in
carrying out youth progranmes and al so be an inspiration to
others. | hope that this Anard will be a notivation to
youth to devel op values which ultimately will contribute
towards the betternment of the world.
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