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I would like to .thank the Ministry of Agriculture, the 

Ministry of Culture, Arts and Tourism, the Ministry of Science, 

Technology and Environment, the Ministry of Youth and Sports, the 

Malaysian Sports Diving Association (MSDA) and the private sector 

for inviting me today in conjunction with the opening of the 

Diving Equipment and Marketing Association (DEMA) EXPO today. 

It is significant that Malay$ia has been chosen as the venue for 

its first EXPO outside;the USA. An Exposuch as this will go a 

long way towards promoting the growth of the recreational diving 

industry on :a global basis. I' understand that currently there 

are about 10,000 recreational divers in Malaysia. 

“’ 

- 2‘1' % M&la)rs~~ is located'in th-e-tropical zone and is blessed with 

beautifui ’ islands fringed. with coral' reefs.' The marfne 
'bgddiversity in the trop*cal"rb@on f&-one of the highest in the 

,world; ,The uniqueness 'of its'bkologic&'diversity is an'asset 

to '-the country. Renewable n&i&e resources, -if used wf'sely'on 

.’ &st&inabfg bas%s; could %ive' a lot of-'miidatie 'in terms' of 

economic'benef.its to various groups. . 5. 

3. Malaysia is committed towards environmentalpreservationand 

this conservation and management of its environment is best 

. 



“. 

reflected in the international conventions, regional agreements 

and national programmes that have been signed, ratified and 

implemented. 

c 

4. The Malaysian economy has been showing good progress. But 

this economic progress has not been done at the expense of its 
, 

environment. In fact it is in tandem with the commitment to 

environmental protection, conservation and management. The 

Government has implemented, a number of measures to address 

environmental issues to ensure that productivity and economic 

growth will not compromise the long term well-being of this 

country. 

5. The Economic Planning Unit in the Prime Minister's 

Department has formulated the National Policy for the Management 

of Coastal Resources. This is because the government has 

realisedthat managing the coastal resources on sustainable basis 

is crucial for the long term well-being of this country. I 

believe that coastal resources shouldbe protected from those who 

seek immediate and short term gains which must in the long run 

cause irreparable damage and loss. 

_x 

6. Most; ministries have-an environmental division to oversee 

all environmental issues.related to their roles and functions. .T 

,T.he ,environmental awareness, among the policy makers, decision _ 

makers and implementors_of various projects will help in .t;he 

development of eco:friendly projects. _.I 

7, In this conte.xt,_ I am glad-to note that the private sector 
, 

hasbeen~receptive to the needs!of environmental conservation and 

;iJz is,::, common .for major developers to have an in-house _. 
_ environmental consulting divisions. _ The project developers can 

-rest.assure&that their envjronmentally.friendly project +l,get 

all the necessaryapproval and could start as scheduled. _ -I_. .1t 

could also minimise court litigations and payment of 
compensations. 
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