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| have been requested to speak on the topic of "Asia and the Wrld
Century: Prospects for Peace, Progress and Prosperity". | believe it is
nore correct for us to refer to the coming 21st Century as the "world
century'. We are only three short years away fromentering the new
mllennium Whether we are ready or not to cross the threshold, none of us
can delay the process. Tine after all waits for no man. Perhaps it is
worthwhile if we can give sonme thought and ponder upon the |ikely changes
that the next century will bring. If we care for our future well-being, if
we believe in the progress of human civilisation, if indeed we believe in
t he goodness of peace and the higher human val ues, then we should try to
understand the signs of our tinmes, the possible trends and the com ng
technol ogi es and direct themin the best interest of the world. W should
al ways be doing this of course but the beginning of a century, and in this
case the beginning of a newnillennium is nore appropriate than at any
other time for us to launch a new endeavour. And since the world today is
nore interconnected and interdependent than at the begi nning of any century
in the past, since conmunication of all kinds is so good, we would be
| osing a uni que opportunity if we sail into the new century and ml |l enni um
wi t hout understandi ng and wi thout a road-map for our future.

2. I amno futurist but | rmust admt to being a dreamer who believes in

i deals. For that reason | think we should work to make the 21st Century a
century of the world, a new world, a single Conmonweal th of all nations,

whi ch excl udes no country or comunity, but which includes all of humanity.
This “new world century' should be characterised by true “liberte, egalite
and fraternite', both at home and within the comty of nations. It nust
consi sts of nations and people who are responsible, productive, denocratic
as well as able to show greater mutual respect, appreciation, consideration

and concern for the interests and feelings of others. It will also be one
where great efforts are nade by the rich to assist the poor in the noble
bid to enrich one and all. How can we in the 21st century and the third

mllenniumcall ours a civilisation if the rich enrich thenselves while

i mpoverishing the already poor. Yet the end of the 20th century and the
second millenniumis seeing just that with no sign yet that it will be
reversed. Still we have three nore years to retrieve the ideals of a nore
humane civilisation

3. | know that there are those who believe that clashes between, nations
will be replaced by the clashes of civilisations. It will be a sad day for
humankind if this really happens. Instead, what we should all work towards
is a fruitful co-existence of civilisations. W have so nuch to gain if



efforts are nade to build a new world civilisation which conprises the best

t hat each and every one of our civilisation has to offer. | amreferring to
a wrld civilisation that is richly endowed with the very best of cultures
and val ue systens from Asia, Europe, Africa -- of even the smallest of

conmunity or tribe, naking it a celebration of civilisations. Gven the
rapi d technol ogi cal advances we have nmmde, particularly in the speed and

ease of transportation and in Information Technol ogy, geographical Iines

drawn on maps are virtually “disappearing'. In an increasingly borderless
worl d, no country can be an island, no society can exclude externa

i nfl uences and devel opnents. Simlarly, no single nation or people or

region can claimthe right to inherit the future, but rather all nations
and peopl es should have the opportunity and freedomto shape their own
future.

4, Mal aysia is a snmall vulnerable country and is not in a position to
shape the future of the world. So pardon us if we dare to think of the
worl d and the future of mankind. But what | would like to do is to debunk
the idea of an "Asian Century'. And this is not because of the current
currency blight. We had said it repeatedly before, that there would be no
Asi an century, no Asian dom nance, even though Asian values will remain to
enrich the world century, the celebration of civilisation, that the world
shoul d enmbrace. The nore likely scenario to energe woul d be new centres of

econom ¢ power. They would certainly not be all Asian. There will be as
there are now, European and American powers -- each a match for any of the
others. Al of these econom c powerhouses -- be they in the West or East --

will act as the |oconotives of growh for the rest of the world. As such

t here should not be any fear or gloating over the possibility of the 21st
Century becom ng an Asian Century. W should downplay this “Asian Century'
obsessi on but pronote the Century of the World, where global interests take
precedence over the narrow aspirations of nations and continents, race and
col our and ideology. Nor should we gloat that there would be no "Asian
Century'. Rather we should be relieved that no one woul d domi nate the world
of the future.

5. By speaking out against "the Asian Century", it does not nean that
Asi a does not have a vital role to play. The Asian region, in particular
the Asia-Pacific region, is experiencing an unprecedented period of peace
and prosperity. There is also a growing trend and inclination anmong

regi onal states to enhance dial ogue on political cooperation and
cooperation for peace and coexistence. In addition, Asia is al so considered
to be the nost dynamic region of the world in terns of econom c grow h,
currency turnoil notw thstanding. The Asia we know today is vastly
different fromwhat it was at the beginning of the current century. Sone
of the nobst dynamic econonies on earth -- China, Taiwan, Korea, and

Japan -- were once ravaged by war and fam ne and we bereft of essentia
technol ogi es and skills. But over the |last quarter of this century, Asia
has produced nore econom c growmh for nore countries than any other region
in the history of mankind. | amconfident this trend will continue. Allow
me to quote you sone general statistics. According to World Bank
predictions, Asia, in particular East Asia is expected to grow at over
seven percent annually until the year 2004. That's two and a half tines
faster than the rest of the world. Even if the vibrant economnies of Korea,
Japan and the South East Asian nations experience some slowdown, this is
likely to be tenporary. The huge potential of China and India even if
mldly stinulated would contri bute an enornous anount towards the



generation of wealth for the world. Furthernore, it is also forecast that
by 2020, four of the world's ten |argest economies will be in Asia, nanely
Japan, China, Korea and India. Over this sane period of tinme, Asia's share
of world GDP is also said to be able to expand to 35 percent as conpared
to the current 28 percent.

6. | amaware that even as | amsaying this, there are many cyni cs out
there who question and are waiting expectantly for the Asian econonies and
nore precisely the Southeast Asian economies to stunble and fall, never to

recover or achieve the growh rates predicted. No doubt, we are facing new
chal l enges as a result of the currency and narket turbul ence. This setback

I must insist, is only tenporary and transient. | am confident, given the
general resilience of the ASEAN region and its strong economc
fundamentals, we will bounce back to energe stronger and nore robust. W

have never been quitters. W are not going to be diverted fromthe prinacy
of economics and our conmitrment to pragmati sm

7. In the Asian region, peace and econom ¢ devel opnent are cl osely
linked. W& need a peaceful and secure environment to enabl e our governnents
to focus upon devel opi ng the economy. No nation can be expected to fully
concentrate upon developing its econony if it does not feel secure. A
secure climate is one where nations are not acting defensively or |ooking
over their shoul ders. Likew se, greater econom c devel opnent which wll

i mprove the standard of living of the people also contributes to a

| essening of tension and hostility, particularly on the domestic front.

Hi story has anply denonstrated that people who are prosperous desire peace,
for peace is essential to continued prosperity. On the other hand poor
countries do not value peace and are prone to mlitary adventures abroad,
to deflect the minds of their people by focusing their hatred on the eneny
and to acquire rich | ands and subject peoples to augnent the little
resources they have. But history has al so shown that conquests are no
solution to donestic problens. And so we should discard confrontation and
espouse peace and friendshi p between nei ghbours far and near. And thus we
wi Il achieve prosperity which in turn will give us a vested interest in

mai nt ai ni ng peace.

8. VWhat then does the future hold for Asia? One thing for sure, Asia mnust
be able to manage reform and deal with changes in a borderless and nore
integrated world. Donestic reforms, the need to strengthen regi ona
cooperation and friendship as well as to strive for a nore equal and
producti ve new worl d order therefore becone essential for a successfu

Asia. W have done well thus far but we cannot afford to rest. There is so
much nore for us to do if we want to contribute to the century of the
wor | d.

9. | believe Asia will continue to support and inplenment the concept of
open regionalismand constructive engagenent. W have al so shown our
willingness to accept a borderless world where capital noves unhi ndered

bet ween countries and regions. W have |iberalised and deregul ated within
our borders and between borders and we are ready to accept a world regine

i n which everyone has a say in shaping and enforcing rules, regulations and
laws. As nuch as we believe in the rule of law within our borders, we think
the renoval of national |aws should not result in the absence of the rule
of law in the borderl ess world.



10. Today, in Asia, particularly in Southeast Asia, aggressive territoria
acqui sitions appear to be the last thing on the m nds of the | eaders. Peace
and good nei ghbourliness seemto be the preferred creed. However, this does
not mean that we face no serious challenges. Issues |ike drug trafficking
and international crimnal activities, noney |aundering and whitecollar
crinmes pose real challenges which add to the conplexity of naintaining
stability and peace. Furthermore, we nmust al so address the issue of

poverty. There are at least 800 million people who are still living in
abj ect poverty in the Asia-Pacific region. Several hundred mllions are
deni ed access to the basic necessities of life -- food, clean water and

air, shelter, education, health and enpl oynent. The issue of poverty thus
becomes a nmj or challenge, particularly in the donestic arena. People who
live in poverty often feel alienated, |eading to disenchantment with
government and society. Their protests and their violent reactions very
often retard the economic growmh of their own countries and render them

i ncapabl e of overcoming the poverty which the protests were supposed to
draw attention to and to remedy. The 21st Century will not be a Wirld
Century if the rich of the world ignore the poverty of the poor and the
deprived. Certainly the rich of the world nmust not be so avaricious as to
i mpoverish the poor in order to enrich thenselves further. They nust
instead contribute or even make sacrifices in order to ensure a nore

equi table distribution of wealth. In doing so they will ensure peace and
prosperity for thenselves and for others.

11. Trade, world trade should generate the wealth that will create
prosperous nations and peoples. After the collapse of the communi st bl oc
there should be a | essening of tension between nations. The need for arns
shoul d be reduced as war on the world scale no |onger threatens us. Bush
wars will erupt here and there, However the weapons for such wars are not

t hose of nmss destruction. No one should possess themor be allowed to
devel op them To avoid dom nance by anyone, there should be a truly
functional international force, nmanned by all nationals and | ead by a m xed
conmand.

12. Today a lot is being spent in the search for nore | ethal conventiona
weapons. The costly devel opment results in a huge weapons nmarket to help
recover costs. Countries are being persuaded to buy newer and nore costly
weapons by creating a fear of potential enem es and their hegenonistic

t endenci es.

13. If we believe in prosperity as the weapon agai nst war then we will not
need t he kind of weapons we are produci ng and selling now. But we will need
weapon agai nst crimnals, pirates, drug smugglers, white slaves and the
like. W don't need to kill them W need to be able to paralyse them to

i mobilise themfroma distance. Laser technol ogy, blinding Iight, |oud
expl osi ons have all been invented and used effectively. But surely nore can
be done, nore research in non-lethal but effective weapons for use in
bushfire wars, for neutralising | ethal weapons in the hands of warring
parties or arned crimnals, for exploding nines froma distance and for

sel f-protection.

14. A great new arms industry can be created but the arms will be of the
kind nentioned. W will hold exhibition, to pronbte the sale of such
weapons, of aircrafts which fight fires and cause rain to fall, of ways of

creating clouds and noving themto the right places, to render deserts



fertile, to cool the atnobsphere, reduce humdity, cause snowfalls. New
weapons will attack stornms and hurricanes, cal mthe seas, generate power
and tame vol canoes and ot her natural catastrophes.

15. Fanciful perhaps. But who predicted the powerful mcrochip, the
| ap-tops, the laser beans and others. No one really. But they were
di scovered, harnessed and devel oped.

16. | ama great believer in human ingenuity. The nmost inportant thing is
to identify and recognise the problemor to set the objective. Then the
concerned politicians would allocate the necessary resources and in tine
the solution or the weapon woul d be invented.

17. The next century should see a world bent on creating and sharing

weal th and resources for everyone. It is an insult to civilisation that
despite our intelligence and resource there are so nany who still live in
poverty and msery. W are still in the Dark Ages. Many are still thinking
of doing others in. Many play the gane of enriching thenselves at the
expense of inpoverishing others. And many use power in various permutations
in order to bludgeon others into subm ssion

18. And yet if we accept the desirability of creating a world century of
Peace, Progress and Prosperity, if we set our mind on achieving it, it is
very much within our neans to succeed. It is the mndset that needs to be
changed. Humanity can do it if we want to do it.
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