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1. It is indeed an honour for ne to address this
di stingui shed gathering at the opening ceremony of the
11th Annual Conference and Exhibition of the Asian
Associ ation of Open Universities.

2. Let ne begin by defining what | understand by
di stance learning. Alittle over fifty years ago, in
the mddle of this century, inthe context of this
country, distance |learning was appropriately defined as
having to walk five mles or nore fromhome to school

For ny generation, for nost of us, distance |earning

meant wal king bare-footed to an ill-equipped school
Now, fifty years later, at the turn of the century,
di stance |earning has taken on a whol e new neani ng. It

refers to situations where the | earner and the educator
are separated by distance, may be even time, using

t el ecommuni cati ons and el ectronic devi ces to
interactively followthe lessons. It allows the |earner
to study at his own tine, place and pace. In essence,
di st ance | earning neans having the school teaching

environnent brought to the home or anywhere that the
student chooses to be. Physical attendance in lecture
roons i s no |onger necessary.

3. In Ml aysia, education has always been accorded
high priority because we have al ways regarded education
as the key to personal and national progress. Ever

since independence sone 20 percent of the nationa
budget has been allocated to education. Parents endure
many sacrifices in order that their children could get
t he best education possible.

4, In our Vision 2020 we targeted the achi evenent of a
fully developed nation for Ml aysia by 2020. To achieve
this we need a highly educated and highly trained
popul ati on. We expect 40 percent of our population to
have access to tertiary education conpared to 13.9
percent at present. To do this we will have to resort
to distance learning nore and nore. This is because the
nunber of teachers or trainers will increase at a |ower
rate than students.

5. Accordingly, since 1995 the National Budget has
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made special nention about distance |earning. The
Finance Mnister declared that all institutions of
hi gher | earning should introduce courses to upgrade the
know edge and skills of working people through distance
| earning, if they had not already done so.

6. As a mtter of fact, distance learning in the
nodern sense is not newin Malaysia. |In 1971 a Iloca

uni versity began what was then called off canpus courses
patterned after the Open University in the United
Ki ngdom Today alnobst all institutions of hi gher
learning that are Government funded are offering a
variety of courses through their own distance |earning
pr ogr amres. In the private sector correspondence
courses on various subjects have always been popul ar

Now nany privately owned tertiary education institutes
are also offering many programres of distance |[earning
in collaboration with overseas universities.

7. The 7th Malaysia Plan spanning the five years
between 1996 and 2000 puts distance |learning pronotion
at an even nmore crucial level. The allocation to the
CGovernment universities will enable those who otherwi se
woul d not be going to universities but are of university-
going age i.e. between 19 and 24, together wth those
already working to get a university level education
t hr ough di stance | earning courses.

8. There will also be short courses ained at upgrading
the know edge and skills of the workforce including
those at the nmanagerial and supervisory |evels. The
programes will be better structured, nore organi sed and

carried out on a larger scale through closer co-
operation between the institutions of higher |[earning
and t he conmercial sector. New areas of st udy,
particularly in science, technology and nmanagenent, wll
be i ntroduced.

9. The serious effort taken by t he Mal aysi an
gover nirent to expand, strengthen and expedite t he
di stance |earning programes reflect the current world-
wi de trend. Distance |earning progranmes the world over
are gaining monentum and the years leading to the next
mllennium promses to be the most challenging period
for the application of new and innovative technol ogies
and nethods of teaching so as to nmake the whole world a
chal | engi ng period for true know edge societi es.

10. In the information society, thereis a definite
shift in the profile and skills of the workforce. As
the econony is increasingly becom ng nore dependent on
i nformati on and know edge, the demand is not just for a
better educated workforce, but nore inportantly a
workforce that is continually wlling to learn and
rel earn through life.



11. Conventional teaching which is rigidly tinme and
pl ace-dependent is sufficient for the present Iimted
know edge- based society. The demand for know edge-
workers is not so big. But in a know edge-based society
which is enmerging fast, the old nethods of teaching wll
not be able to produce the nunmber and the levels of
education needed by society. And so not only nust we
make tertiary education available to the greatest number
through distance |earning but the nethods of teaching
nmust al so be changed. As nuch as learning by rote has
been di spl aced by learning through under st andi ng,

di st ance | ear ni ng would require ways of maki ng
under st andi ng even nore easily conprehensible for those
| ess capabl e of reasoning and logical thinking. It is a

fact that it is nuch easier to learn how things work
than why things work the way they do. Having |earnt how
then the why can be nore easily understood.

12. The conputer has nade it possible to denpbnstrate in
very graphic terns the shape of things fromevery angle
including interiors and to turn the object in any
direction so as to give a proper perspective of whatever
object described through text or orally and to explain
the way things work. Sinmulation has devel oped to a high
degree of accuracy as to nmake the conputer inmmge nore
real . Virtual reality is really as close to reality as
can be. The student is able to interact with the inages
and to ask questions and get the best answer from the

best teacher than if he was in a lecture hall or a
| aboratory. Wth these hardware and software, distance
| ear ni ng has becone an i mpr ovenent on direct
conventi onal t eachi ng in cl assroons or even
| aboratori es. This distance |earning system wll make
even those who before were not considered qualified to
go to universities potential geniuses. |Indeed we are

al r eady seeing the wuniversity rejects or dr opout s
succeeding in life by learning in unconventional ways.

13. Wth the advance in telecomunication distance
| earni ng knows no distance or tinme limt. A student may
be anywhere in the world and he will not be deprived
from education. Wat is nore, the education process is
si mpl er, nore conprehensive and nore rel evant to
whatever it is that he is doing or wants to do. The
technol ogy enables himto do away with inaccurate note-
taki ng since he can recall on his screen all or any part
of the |lesson that he wishes to revise. Indeed he can
test himself as often as he likes so as to know his own
progress and how he would fare in an exani nation. The
only thing really required of him is diligence, a
willingness to sit in front of conputer screens for a
reasonable span of tine and to follow the instructions
and the expl anations given.



14. Wth distance learning the student can be on the
nove wthout losing his ability to study. Thr ough
nobi | e phones and | ap-tops, faxes and recordings he wll
be free from a tight time-table of Ilectures or
denonstrati ons.

15. In Ml aysia, these energing technologies wll be
explored and tried out in our Miltinedia Super Corridor
project. The MSC is a huge test-bed for trying out not
just these energing technol ogies of the information age
and multimedia but also the way of Iife in the age of
instant and unlimted information.

16. For those of you who may be hearing it for the
first tine, the MSC is physically a 15 km by 50 |ong
corridor that runs fromthe world's tallest building,
the Kuala Lunpur City Centre, in itself an intelligent
precinct, to a new electronic Government administrative
centre, a new cyber city dedicated to nultinmedia and on
to the region's largest international airport, Kuala
Lunpur International Airport, KLIA scheduled to be
operational in 1998.

17. This piece of real estate is alnpst a green field
site for building of state-of-the art cities and
syst ens. Hal f way between the KLCC and KLIA two cities

wil | house (a) the new adnministrative capital of
Mal aysia while the other (b) will be a cyber city where
we wll Jlocate industries, research and devel opnent
facilities, a mul ti nedi a uni versity and ot her
institutions and oper ati onal head quarters for
mul ti nati onal cor porations to direct wor | d-wi de
manuf acturing and trading activities using multimedia.
Both cities wll have state-of-the-art comunications

facilities wth fibre to all offices, business prenises
and houses.

18. W wll initiate the electronic governnent, nmedia
i ndustry clusters, a web to enable conmpanies to operate
wor |l d-wi de wi thout having to do nuch physical travel,
smart schools and the nost effective systens of distance
| earni ng and t el emedi ci ne.

19. The MSC is regarded as a catalyst to push
Mal aysia's industrialisation to the next |evel. The
devel opnent of MSC is part of Malaysia's new strategy
and programme to switch to high technology capital-
intensive industries with special focus on information
and tel ecomunications-based industries. It is hoped
that part of the MSC will beconme a collaborative cluster
of universities and corporate research and devel oprent
centres, wusing distance |earning techniques to produce
wor | d- cl ass graduat es.

20. We hope to see a cluster of local institutions of



hi gher | earning coordinating efforts, sharing resources
and facilities and taking advantage of the emerging
conmuni cati ons technol ogies to strengthen our distance
| ear ni ng progranmmes.

21. We hope also to see that all local institutions of
higher learning linked to a host wuniversity |I|ocated
within the MSC Let the host university act as the
adm nistrative centre serving other institutions as

participative nmenbers. Thr ough such col | aborative
effort concentrating on distance |earning progranres,
the governnent will effectively create a huge open
uni versity wi t hout actual ly bui I di ng a separate
institution. This is tantamount to a cost savi ng
neasure on the part of the Governnent while an extensive
di st ance | ear ni ng pr ogr anme is i mpl enent ed

expedi tiously.

22. Through this open university concept, the students
are likely to be enrolled at a nunber of institutions of
hi gher |earning sinmultaneously. The open university
will provide students with access to |local and overseas
| ectures and advisors who are truly experts in their
respective fields. Thus will the best courses be
integrated and nmade available to the |largest nunber of
student s.

23. The open wuniversity concept wll be made nore
effective if all institutions of higher learning allow
credit transfer between one another's distance | earning
cour ses. The system can be nade even nore efficient if

the distance |learning programes consist of nodular
curriculum design and partnership can be devel oped
between nmenber institutions. It is even possible for
the qualification to be awarded not by a particular
institution but naned after a particular and prestigious
course conducted by a group of institutions. The host
university located in the MSC can coordi nate the courses
and administer the nulti-institution progranme conducted
by t he nost respected teachers from the best
uni versities of the world.

24. Through this concept, courses offered can be at
certificate, diplom, undergraduate and even nasters
| evel s. More inportantly, nodular courses, in the node

of distance |learning, can be tailor-nmade to suit every
i ndustry. This exercise is particularly useful in order
to wupgrade staff in specific field of expertise. A good
exanple is |I.T literacy.

25. Recently, Malaysia |aunched the National I.T
Awar eness canpai gn. W tal ked about how Mal aysi ans nust
start now to master information technology if we want to
have the nunber of know edge workers we need. W
stressed the need to be able to wuse i nformation



technology as a nediumto inprove our wrk and the
quality of our life. Based on business plans subnmtted
by 131 conpanies, the MSC alone wll need 7,000
special ly trained workers in its first year of
operations with an increase to 12,000 in its fifth year

26. The question that begs to be asked is how do we
start? We should not be afraid of technol ogy. W
should master it and apply it in our work. W& rnust
adopt new attitudes and be open to changes brought about
by new technol ogy. We nust be willing to learn and
rel earn.

27. | sincerely think distance learning is part of the
answer . If the open university concept is accepted and
put to practice with a concerted effort, | believe we

can achieve the goal we have set for ourselves. W can
even achieve the 40 percent target for access to
tertiary education for our population by the year 2020
or earlier. We can al so achieve all these against the
backgr ound of strengthening traditional val ues as
stipulated in Vision 2020.

28. | also believe that distance |earning progranmres
offered by the Malaysian open wuniversity should be
opened to ASEAN or even Asian countries. Since the
quality of our education will be of world standard, we
shoul d expect students fromall over the world. After
all in the next century people wll no |onger be
confined to their own countries. They will wor k
anywhere and everywhere. Studying at a university wth
students fromall over the world will prepare them for
t he gl obal environment they will live and work in.

29. W are also encouraged by the fact that new
conmuni cation and information technologies offer the
opportunity to make distance learning internationa

through the wuse of interactive conpact discs, video
conferencing, conputer networking backed as appropriate

with f ax, tel ephone, electronic mail and printed
materi al s.
30. | would like to invite all nenber countries of the

Asi an Association of Open Universities to consider
maki ng distance |earning cross the national boundaries
of the nmenber countries. |Indeed | do believe that
di stance | earni ng concept of the future would be w thout
bor ders.

31. In the year 2020, | see that institutions of higher
| earning that offer distance |earning programes will be
i nked on a nat i onal and gl obal scal e by
t el econmuni cati ons t echnol ogi es. In t he future,
educati onal systenms of distance |earning wil | be

gl obal i sed by t he enmer gi ng t el ecomuni cati on



t echnol ogi es. Distance learning will be a definite
choice apart fromfull-time and part-tine study nodes.
This wll be nmuch encouraged by the desire of every
i ndi vidual for lifetinme education

32. Let ne conclude nmy remarks by wishing you all a
very successful conference and declare the 11th Annua
Conference of the Asian Association of Open Universities
of ficially opened.
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