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1. I amdelighted to be here today and to address such

a distinguished gathering of representatives from the
Canadi an busi ness conmunity.

2. The I nt er net and the explosion in gl oba
conmuni cati ons have brought nankind to the threshold of
the cyber revolution. |Information Technology is noving
literally wth the speed of light -- opening up endless
opportunities and undreamed of options for businesses to
expl ore. I'd like to share with you this norning sone
t houghts about the forces that will shape our comon

digital future B- the promise it holds and the strategic
response we in Malaysia are nmaking to take advantage of
that pronmise. Specifically, | would like to introduce
the Miltinmedia Super Corridor which we are currently
developing, and to invite the active participation of
Corporate Canada in this quite unprecedented initiative.

3. Transforming the world as we know it are two mgjor
forces B- the new phenonmenon of globalisation and the
rel entl ess advance of technol ogy. W have no option

but to traverse the Information Superhighway. From the
nmonent the microchip was invented our whole existence
was transforned. It changed the way we live and the way
we do business. For all of us, an |I.T Agenda becones
inperative if we are to reposition ourselves for this
new | nformati on Age.

4. Mal aysia's Multimedia Super Corridor or MSC is not
just a physical location -- it is not just another
industrial park -- it is not a Far Eastern imtation of
Silicon Valley -- it represents a new paradigm in the
creation of value for the Information Age. MSC is
envisioned to be a hi-tech test-bed which wll unlock
the full potential of nmultimedia. W aspire to be a
world centre for the applications and testing of |eading
edge |.T. advances and di scoveries. For us, this wll

be primarily the vehicle for our country's entry into
the new know edge-based econony, noving us from | abour
intensive to hi-technology industry and so on to the



information age. It will also be our fast track to the
fully devel oped status we have targeted for ourselves in
the second decade of the next century, which we call our
Vi si on 2020.

5. To you, this nmay seem somewhat audacious on the
part of a small devel oping country. W are the first to
admt that we are only just taking our first steps into

the complex and sophisticated world of nultinedia. But
we can provide an ideal environment for technology to
flourish. In fact, being a devel oping country helps. W
offer a genuinely green field site B- unencunbered by
i ndustri al practices and | egaci es or ent renched
i nterests, a site dedicated to new age electronic
commer ce.

6. We have before us the exanple of the U S Vi | st
Britain fathered the Industrial Revolution, it was

America that brought it to its full devel opment. America
was then, one huge green field site B- wth the
opportunity to create the optinmum conditions for
technol ogy and business to flourish, to be the catalyst

for Industrialisation. W have taken this as a nodel. In
a nodest way, we too, hope to assune a catalytic role.
Qur task will be to create an ideal environment for |.T

and multinmedia B- one which will enconpass the physical
economic, regulatory and policy framework that will
unl eash t he creative dynamics for innovation and
advances in this field.

7. For a country like Malaysia, which is far |ess
developed in the new multimedia dinmension, this wll
demand one giant technol ogical leap. W have a lot to
learn. W turn to you and others Iike you. W know the
MSC can only be acconpl i shed by an enor nous
col l aborative effort, and we seek to collaborate wth
the whole world. W invite you to bring your hi-tech
operations, your R&D, your Information Technol ogy know
how to experinent and to try on your own or alongside
Mal aysi an conpanies in the MSC. W need a cross section
of t el econmuni cat i ons, i nformation and sof twar e
conpani es, anong nmany others, to help realise the vision
we both have, to exploit the potential, for the benefit
and enrichment of humankind really.

8. We are today already reconciled to the prospect of
a borderless world in ternms of comrunication. It wll
not destroy our identity but we will develop into a

know edge- based society, which is of great significance
-- for there are no frontiers to know edge and no
frontiers to technol ogy. The idea of conpetitive
advant age di sappears in favour of a universal sharing of
resources and skills -B and Informati on Technology wll
provide the instrunent to achieve this.



9. The forces that drive the Information Age B- like
the nmssive conmunication network that can transnt

information all over the world in real time -B wll
serve to break down physical, social and econonic
barriers. This wll then stinmulate growth t hr ough
nmutual enrichnment, should we choose to take up the
opportunity. The nmechanismwi ||l be that sane principle

of collaboration -Bin many different ways B- across
borders, unaffected by distance, involving alliances and
permutations of alliances anongst corporations whose
econom c activities can no longer be contained wthin
their respective borders. This is the platformon which
t he MSC is prem sed. It will be a “web' of
col l aborating conpanies inthe I.T field -- a nulti-
cultural web of rmutually dependent international and
Mal aysi an conpani es col |l aborating to del i ver new
products and new services across an econom cally vibrant
Asia and beyond. And like a spider, it will weave ever
nor e intricate webs of relationships and synergies
anongst participating conpanies. Such a web could be
t he new nodel of devel opnent for the Information Age.

10. It is inthis spirit of mutual enrichment that we
invite Canadian conpanies to join the MSC W in
Mal aysi a have for sonme time now been advocating a policy
of "~ Prosper-Thy-Nei ghbour' to replace the "~Beggar-Thy-
Nei ghbour' m ndset of the present selfish nentality B-
where one party's gain is another's |loss. Partnerships
shoul d not be a zero-sum gane. |Instead both parties can
gain and the total can be nore than the sumof the two.

11. W have already prompted our concept of this
multinedia haven in Hollywod, Silicon Valley, t he
United Kingdom Hungary and Japan, where it received a
hearteni ng response. We have special reason to hope

that Canadi an conpanies will soon be represented in the
MSC, along with our other distinguished pioneers.

12. Bell Canada are already involved in the MSC The
Chairman, M Lynton WIson has accepted our invitation
to serve on the distinguished International Advisory
Panel set up to counsel Ml aysia on the devel opnent of
the MSC. And Sinmon Fraser University is the |ead
consultant recruited to help set wup our Miltinmedia
University located in the Corridor. W are also aware
t hat Canada is at the forefront of fibre optic
technol ogy and supplied the first submarine cable from
Europe to Newfoundland. A fibre optic network with the
capacity to transmt 2.5 to 10 gigabit-per-minute wll
provi de the backbone for the MSC.

13. We consider Canada as a world class |IT country.
The 400 rmultinmedia conpanies operating here in 1995,
have now increased to 600 -B serving educati on,

informati on and the entertai nment industries, as well as



corporate needs. Your cable, tel ephone and computer
penetration is anobngst the highest in t he wor | d.
Business leaders in a recent survey, ranked Canada
second anongst the G7 countries for i nformation
technology B- just belowthe U S. It is no wonder that
you have your own answer to California -B your Silicon
Val |l ey North.

14. Canada's Nortel was a key player fromthe start in
the industry=s early beginning. Today, it is anbng the
giants in the field, wth already five plants in
Mal aysia. We have a special interest in Nortel. It has

8,000 scientists and engineers engaged in every aspect
of comuni cations research and spends 14 percent of
sal es revenue on R& -B the kind of R&D spending we want
that will translate into comrercial production

15. Al t hough your renowned expertise in ice hockey
cannot be enulated in ny country because of its tropica
climte, we |look to you for technology and the transfer
of technol ogy. Canada, | am happy to say has been
generous in this respect, and |I thank you for it.

16. But | rmust warn you that whilst continuing to rely
on the transfer of technol ogy, we are getting even nore
anbi ti ous. We don't want to be just passive recipients,
but active participants -- and with the help of people
like yourselves, we have set ourselves the goal of
devel oping new technologies indigenous to Mal aysi a.
Specifically, we are hoping to attract R&D operations.
W want to be part of the global industry=s endeavour to

devel op intelligent nultinedia solutions to manage
today=s exploding range of information options. But
nost of all, when the world gets the next generation of

hi-tech start ups -B Ml aysia wants to be there.

17. There is already sone foundation, a case for
affinity bet ween Mal aysi a and Canada that supports the
idea of collaboration between us. W have a lot in
conmmon -B not least, the factor of cultural diversity.
Mal aysia is a Federation. |Inposing a Federal structure
on a number of w dely divergent States conmpounded by the
multi-racial, multi-religious profile of our population

was not easy. You w Il understand this. But we
succeeded to becone an exponent of Federalism as a
practi cal sol ution to the managenent of et hnic

diversity. Qur "Web' is a nmulti-cultural one.

18. The other consideration in comng here is the
strong reputation this country has for internationalism
Canadi an business is also no stranger to Mal aysi a. Two

way Canadi an- Mal aysian trade doubled in three vyears
between 1993 and 1996 fromjust over US$1l billion to
US$2.1 billion. 1In 1996, the value of Canadian exports
to Malaysia totalled US$536.5 mllion, while Malaysia's



exports to Canada accounted for US$1.6 billion, a
bal ance in Mlaysia's favour. Your exports to Malaysia
i ncl ude paper and paper key board, organic chemicals and

space craft. Main inports are electrical machinery
parts, machi nery, rubber and rubber products, and
cl ot hi ng. In addition to nerchandise trade, Canadian

services exports are estimated at a further US$200
mllion to US$250 million per year

19. W look forward to expanding our business |inks
with you. |In particular, we commend to you the anple
busi ness opportunities inherent in the Miltimedia Super
Corridor. What we are proposing is a smart partnership
It is presented not just as an exciting and innovative
idea, but as a carefully conceived and sound business

proposition. W have worked long and hard -- and
meticulously -- for the past two years, developing the
i dea and depl oyi ng modern pl anni ng techni ques, in which
we may justly claim we have a | ong- est abl i shed
capability.

20. In physical terns, the Miultinedia Super Corridor is
a relatively large area 15 kmby 50 km or 9 by 30
mles. By concentrating IT and multinedi a operations in
one dedicated area, a very special environment can be
created, better facilitated and nor e efficiently
managed. The Corridor begins at the Kuala Lumpur City
Centre, which currently houses the world=s tallest twn
t owers. Canadi an technology contributed to the sky-
bridge at the 41st - 42nd levels. It runs south dowmn to
the new Kuala Lunpur International Airport, which when
it opens in March next year, will be the largest in the
Asia Pacific and will become a regional conmunications
hub.

21. Two futuristic, future proof, intelligent cities --
Putrajaya and Cyberjaya -- will formthe nuclei of the
Corridor. Putrajaya is the country's new adm ni strative
capital; the other is a cyber city B- a Mecca for IT
conpani es provi di ng oper ati onal quarters for
nmultinationals to direct their worldw de manufacturing
and marketing activities in multimedia, as well as their
production and marketing of multinmedia products and
servi ces.

22. It is not easy to describe in a few words the wi de-
rangi ng concept of the MSC. It will be purpose built
with the intent to provide a fertile base for business
to focus their unique skills and resources to develop

the new age comunications industry. It will have to
i ncorporate many technologies and a technologically
oriented busi ness focused setting. W hope this
concentration of conmpanies in the one place wll enable

a strong collaborative environment to be created that
will encourage |inkages. But we are not just talking



buil dings, facilities and systens. The idea is to
provide both the physical and the psychol ogical space
for creativity. We see the MSC as a place of enquiry
and of intellectual curiosity. The concept is not new.
The Cavendi sh Laboratory at Canbridge is just such an

assenbly of scientific intelligences. |1t has produced
some of the world=s greatest physicists. The MSC, being
nore business oriented, will be devel oping the practica

applications of the nultinedia for coormerce and to neet
the business and personal needs of the 21st century
know edge worker. It will be a global test bed where
new t echnol ogi es can be tried out.

23. Putrajaya, the new adnministrative centre will be a
t est - bed for El ectronic Gover nirent -B  providing
conpanies with the opportunity to provide and validate a
near - paper| ess bureaucracy in the conditions of a rea
CGover nirent envi ronnent . Soci al research wil | be
included B- testing the inplications for society of
instant unlimted information.

24. Mal aysia will provide the physical setting B- 7,000
hect ar es of lush green tropical forest, palm oi
pl antations and rolling countryside. Mich of the green
space wll be preserved. Government will provide the
i ncentives, groundbreaki ng comerce-enabling cyberlaws,
busi ness friendly policies and regulations. The private
sector, it 1is hoped, wll seize the entrepreneuria
opportunity.

25. To test out this vision, we convened the first
nmeeting of the International Advisory Panel for the MsSC
at Stanford University, California. Industry |eaders of

wor | dwi de repute, subjected the proposal to the npst
stringent evaluation. W are talking of people Iike Jim

Bar ksdal e (Netscape), Bill Gates (Mcrosoft), Scot t
McNealy (Sun) and many others. They gave it an
ent husi astic thunbs-up. This, | feel, is due minly to

the fact that 1in additionto its intrinsic nmerit, we
were serious about renpving the outdated obstacles that
Industrial Age policies, |laws, practices and attitudes
had posed for them The AP will continue to nonitor
the progress of the MSC and advise on policy at the
strategic |evel.

26. Wrk is already well underway at the MSC. The
“hard' infrastructure is being put into place on a fast
track basis. However, we see the “soft' infrastructure
as the area where we probably need to i nnovate nost. The
Mal aysi an CGovernnment, always business friendly and
accustoned to dealing with foreign investors, pronises
to be even nore friendly to the peoples of the MSC.

Know edge workers who fall within the category of
special guests will get in and out of the Corridor



wi t hout hassl e or del ay;

We wll allow 100 percent ownership of conpani es and
unrestricted enploynent of know edge workers from
abr oad;

Incentives are generous with up to 10 years tax
hol i day;

W wll not censor the Internet -- but of course, if
you download, and distribute certain undesirable
illegal material, pornography for exanmple, you wll
be subjected to the usual [aws of the country;

Conpanies wll find a breath of fresh air coursing

t hr ough t he regul atory system Bur eaucratic
procedures wll be reduced to a ninimm Oficia
requirenents wll be few and approval s expedited B-
a hassle free 30-day turn around on work permt
applications, for instance, and nmultiple entry
Vi sas;

A one-stop agency systemw |l streamine the entire
process, handled by the Miltinedia Devel opnent
Corporation, to whomall your enquiries should be
di r ect ed. This is where you obtain any officia

sanctions you nay need,;

We have dispensed with the traditional and often
cunbersone tenders in favour of “concept proposals
again sinplifying the whol e procedure.

27. W recogni sed early on the i mportance of
intellectual property rights and the need for a specia
category of Cyberlaws. The Miltinmedia Convergence Act
1997, already on the statute book, is designed to
support conpani es engaged in electronic comerce and to
resol ve some of the issues with the convergence of the
conmuni cati ons, computing and broadcasting industries.

28. Cyberlaws already tabled in the House take the
regulatory and legislative controls further than any
tried before B- a brave attenpt to control computer
crime, illegal access, comrercial espionage and theft,
using nethods of wvalidating digital signatures and
conputer transactions, together with a host of other
protections not covered by existing laws. W realise at
t he same time that Cyberlaws are still evolving.
Amendnents are sure to follow, to cater for new usages
of multi media and as new technologies pose fresh
probl ens. But there is sufficient l|egal franmework
already to raise the confort |evel of would be investors
and to nmake Malaysia a regional leader in intellectua
property protection.



29. But while the systemis in place, we al so recognise
t hat t he pursuit of business is the pursuit of
opportunity. The investnment potential is wide and open
ended, but we would like to draw your attention to some
specific opportunities enbedded in our 7 Fl agshi p
Projects B- key areas of mltinmedia use ained at
spear headi ng the devel opnment of the nmultimedia industry
within the MSC They are calculated to test the role
of information and rmultimedia in real life situations,
and in human society as we know it.

30. For instance, we are currently studying various
proposals for one national smart card to replace the
plastic tyranny of all the multiple cards we are
expected to carry in ever-increasing nunber. This wll
be a single all-purpose card with which all Mal aysi an
citizens wll be issued to serve as an identity card,
credit card, el ectronic purse and many ot hers.
Utimtely, it will be wused in al | el ectronic
transactions with the Governnent.

31. The other flagship applications are equal |y
i nnovati ve. El ectronic CGovernnent, using mul ti nedi a
t echnol ogy, will be introduced in Putrajaya. Its
ultimate aim is for a nore efficient and cost-effective
delivery of government services to the people. Anot her
exanple is Telenedicine. The key elenents here include
renote consul tati on, di agnosed treat ment, virtua
pati ent records and a natural electronic nmedi ca
net wor k. This is quite uniquely suited to the needs of

our remote rural popul ation

32. Research and devel opment, which is a top MSC

priority, wll be furthered by collaborative R & D
centres and |inkages between the corporate sector and
the Universities. The Miltinmedia University is of
course industry focused and will spearhead the energence
of an |.T research conmmunity and the creation of nore
know edge workers. We are trying to accumulate nore
i ntellectual assets and build up our i ntell ectua

capital. The MSC will accelerate the process.

33. As you can see, in developing the main components
of t he VBC, we have tried to be proactive in

anticipating the world of the future and the world
outside WMalaysia. There are nany areas here in which
f orwar d- 1 ooki ng conpani es can engage.

34. At the same time, we realise that a concern of the
private sector is that Government does not al ways
understand the reality of operating a business on the
ground, in terns of operati ng condi tions and
constraints. In Ml aysia, we have a highly devel oped
process of consultation with private enterprise which
was built into the developnent of the MSC from the



outset. MBC- Status Conpani es have direct access to ne,
as the Chairman of the MSC I nplementation Council and
International Advisory Panel, and to the Deputy Prine
M ni ster, who heads the Founders Counci l

35. If any further proof is needed of our serious
intent and the good faith behind our b
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