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| have been asked to speak on "Asia's role in the naking of the @ oba
Conmonweal t h of the 21st Century.

2. Perhaps it is useful to be rem nded, as we approach the new century,
that we nmust do so with caution - in the know edge that there are nany
reasons for pessimsmand no grounds whatsoever for idealismbuilt on the
sands of illusion.

3. Perhaps it is useful to let history remind us that a hundred years
ago, as the world stood a tiptoe away fromthe 20th century, so many were
so optimstic about the incredible possibilities for the future of mankind.
Al seemed possible. A new century was at hand. O so it seened.

4, After all, since 1871, there had been no major war in Europe, the main
manuf acturer of global history, the centre of the world and of hunan
civilisation. By the day, remarkabl e medical and scientific breakthroughs
were being nmade. The fruits of technol ogy, science and nedici ne were
spreadi ng far and wi de.

5. Electricity was |lighting the globe. Tel ephony was wiring it together
Peopl e, trade and comerce were nmoving alnost as if there was a borderl ess
world. If they had known of the word, the great thinkers of the period
woul d have spoken of "gl obalisation" and of a force that would span the
chasns, bridge the gaps, bringing countries and nations closer together in
a single humanity.

6. Fromthe vantage of the centre of the world, people were eating
better. They were happier, or should be happier. They were better educated.
Certainly, by the standards of the past, nassive nunbers of people were
goi ng to schools, advancing to universities. Literacy was spreading |ike
wildfire. Rigid social stratification was eroding. Social inequities were
narrowi ng. Dickensian capitalismwas being replaced by a nicer, gentler and
even nmore productive capitalism Feudalismand all its trappings seenmed to
be | osing ground, losing face and losing force. Greater egalitariani sm
Greater cosnopolitanism A new internationalism

7. The great Age of Inperialismwas settling down and was seen to be
yi el ding great humanitarian returns, not only for the inperialist but also
for the inperialised. The White Man's burden was being borne in every nook

and corner of the world and the natives seened to be respondi ng well. Wy,
quite a few of themwere even going to Oxford and Canbri dge. There was
fascination with China. The "Yellow Peril", as an idea, had not yet been

born. M ssionaries were everywhere spreading the world of Christ. The rea
Age of Reason to be truly in the offing.



8. From t oday' s perspective, with the benefit of 20/20 hindsight, we know
that the great optim smof a hundred years ago was nost unjustified.

9. To be sure, sone wondrous things have happened. It will not be |ong
before Macau is transferred so that no part of mainland Asia will for the
first time in nmany centuries be under the yoke of any outside col onia
power. Thank God ol d fashioned political de-colonisation is now al nost
totally conplete -- although many still do not understand to this day the
enor nous psychol ogi cal and cultural costs that it exacted fromthose who
were col oni sed. An as phononmenon has been seen in East Asia, which has
brought massive material advancement to nunmbers of the human race such as
the worl d has never seen before - - at speeds never before seen in the

hi story of mankind.

10. But in the round, is it not a shame that the i mense proni se of the
20th century, so palpably felt a hundred years ago, was so frustrated and
so perverted?

11. The 20th century shoul d have been the century of peace, dedicated to
the rejoicing of Iife. Instead, it has been the century of negadeath.

12. The 20th century should have been a century of prosperity, comon and
co-operative prosperity. Instead, it has been the century of megan sery.

13. The 2Qth century should have been the century of civilisation and of
the celebration of civilisations. Instead, at its end, so many especially
in the North Atlantic's cultural core still cannot accept a culturally

pl ural world.

14. Crass political inperialismmy well be dead. But crass cultura
inmperialismis alive and kicking. Not only are apol ogi es not made for

cul tural hegenmoni sm but sometinmes, with incredible myopia, cultura
hegermoni smis touted as a noral cause and a holy crusade. Peopl e everywhere
are being told what is right and what is wong and how t hey shoul d behave.
They are punished for not doing as they are told. | pray that a few decades
fromnow, well meaning and equally holy yellow men will not be descendi ng
upon descendi ng upon hunmanity, telling themwhat is right and what is wong
and how they shoul d behave -- and puni shing those who do not do as they are
told. Today, mutual respect has to be fought for in a politico-cultura

anbi ence of fear, prejudice and hatred stirred up by those who believe that
after the long war, a new long war is necessary or unavoi dable - - because
of the inevitable clash of civilisations.

15. In the 20th century, we could have done so nuch to abolish absol ute
poverty absolutely - - to wipe it off the face of the earth. Yet what do we
find? Megami sery such as the world has never seen.

16. | do not condemm the few thousand billionaires who collectively have
nore wealth than a few thousand nmillion human bei ngs, many of whom are on
this very day starving to death or who are precariously perched on the edge

of starvation. Don't get ne wong. | have the utnost respect for those
great men of wealth who have built with their own hands the massive
fortunes which they now command. This admiration, | am advised, is very

politically correct. | amalso advised that it is definitely not at al



fashi onable to even nmention the starving unnentionables. They are best |eft
forgotten or relegated to the footnotes of the history of our tines. But I
confess that | amnore than a little disconforted -- | feel deeply and
personal |y upset -- when | think of the three billion inhabitants of this
pl anet who have to survive on US$2 a day, each and everyday of their

l'ives.

Let me now turn to the negadeat hs.

17. In this century, the Europeans fought two continental civil wars.
Because Europe was the crucible of history, because Europe ruled so much
of the world, Europe's civil wars becane the first and second world wars
for mankind. Eight and a half nillion soldiers and 13 nillion wonen,
children and ol der men perished in the so-called First Wrld War. Nineteen
mllion soldiers and 20 mllion civilians perished in the so-called Second
World War.

18. To the taly of nmegadeath in the trenches of war nmust be added the
deaths on the altar of doctines. Hitler and Nazi sm saw the |iquidation of
17 mllion nmen, wonen and children. Stalin and the Russian Communi sts put
to death between 20 and 25 mllion human beings. One to two mllion died
fromthe doctrinal enthusiasnms of Mao and Pol Pot. As many as 80 million
lives have been sacrified in the tenple of doctrinal or religious fervour
in our wonderful century.

19. Man's inhumanity to man had never before reached such heights. So far
in this century, which has not yet come to an end, perhaps 175 to 200
mllion people have been killed in mass carnage of one kind or another. So
much of the past. Wat of the futures?

20. History tells us that the nineteenth century was the century of

Eur ope. Europe domi nated the world. Mich of the 20th century was the
American century. The United States dominated so much of the world. There
are now many, especially fromthat part of the world fromwhich I conme, who
are convinced that the 21st century will be the Asian century.

21. They believe that the 21st century will not only be the century of
Asia; Asia's turn to be lord and master. They believe that the 21st century
shoul d be the century of Asia. An Asian century will not only come to pass.
It is noral and right that this should be so.

22. | amsorry to burst their bubble. | belive that the idea of "the Asian
century" wal ks down the well-trodden path of darkness. And it is a mrage
mred in an incredi ble swanp of arrogance. | believe that the Asian century
wi Il not cone. The era of Asian dom nance over this planet that we cal
"earth" will not dawn. Wat is nore, | believe that we in Asia should not
aspire to achieve it, or to allow a new hegenonism even if it is "ours".

23. The age of inperialismis dead. The tine for hegenpbny has passed.
They must be buried. And their burial should be cel ebrated.

24. There must be no resurrection of inperialism no touting of
hegermoni sm no glorification of donmi nance or donination in the 21st
century. These things are innoral.



25. Inmperialismis no less evil if it is Asian inperialism Hegenonismis
no more tolerable if it is Asian hegenonism Donination is no |less a blight
if it is Asian dom nation.

26. What we in Asia nust work for in the 21st century is not the century
of Asia but "the century of the world"' a single dobal Comobnweal th, which
excl udes no-one, which includes all of humanity.

27. This must be a new world characterised by liberte, egalite, fraternite
at home and by liberte, egalite, fraternite within the conity of nations.

28. The d obal Commonwealth of the 21st century which | speak of must be a
new wor | d popul ated by fl ourishing, responsible, productive and sustainabl e
denocraci es di stingui shed by remarkbal e standards of human rights and by
remar kabl e standards of hunman responsibilities.

29. It must be a new world nade the nore remarkabl e by the emergence of
billions fromthe darkest pits of poverty. W now have the neans to

absol utely eradicate absolute poverty. According to UNDP statistics, |ess
than thirty years ago, nore than half of all Ml aysians can now | ook
forward to entering the new century with zero absol ute poverty, practically
no-one below the line of absolute poverty. The UNDP says that ny nodest
country, Ml aysia, has been the best poverty killer on the surface of this
pl anet in post-war human history. If we can do it, the whole world can do
it. Let me ask the nobst sinple of questions: Wiy not conmit ourselves to
poverty's end? Wiy not nake the 21st century the first century of mankind
freed fromthe enslavenent of poverty?

30. | believe that what we nust also work for is a single d oba
Conmonweal th which is nore caring not only of each human being and of his
prosperity but nore caring also of the physical environnent which nust not

suffocate himor burn him-- which nmust instead enrich his existence,
nourish his life and give himthe sense of wondernent on the bounties and
t he beauties of nature, which which will cause himto nmarvel at the

handi wor k of God. Those who believe that care for the environment is a

[ uxury which we cannot afford are wong. In reality not caring for the
environnent is a luxury which we cannot afford. If we cannot |aunch the
necessary gl obal crusade to save the gl obal environment at the dawn of the
21st cenuty, the twilight of the 21st century will be dark. It wll
literally be pitch bl ack.

31. Let ne also stress that the d obal Commonwealth of the 21st century
must be a new world characterised by mutual respect, mutual appreciation
much greater consideration for the interests, feelings, values and ways of
ot hers.

32. | do not wish here to enter the debate on Asian val ues, which so many
Westerners tell us so insistently and so consistently do not exist. So
insistent are they that even the non-believers in Asia are beginning to
beli eve that there nust be something init.

33. I will not comrent on the fervent belief of so many south of Canada
and north of Mexico that even though there may be such a wondrous thing as
Ameri can val ues and Anerican way of life, which everyone in their right

m nd (even in Europe) should aspire to, there is no such thing as Asian



val ues and Asian ways of life.

34. | will easily concede that there is still a very deal we nust |earn
fromthe West. | will easily concede that many Asian val ues of today are
under attack and may no | onger be there at sonme future date date as we
continuously urbani se and i ndustrialise, as the extended fanily cones under
pressure, as "pop" culture underm nes and subverts. | will easily concede
that the present day values in Asia are not unique or the pure invention of
Asi ans; a host are very "Victorian" values, which used to dom nate Western
cultures and which are to be found to this day in so many Anerican and

Eur opean sub-cultures which are trying to hang on to what they call "famly
values. | will not argue that because the big majority of mankind are

Asi ans and because so many non- Asi ans share our values or are trying to
hold on to these values that it is Asian values which are universal

35. | will not defend those in power in Asia who are using the Asian

val ues argunent to justify terrible things that they are doing to their own
people. | will concede that nany Asian values are horrible and have to be
killed. Indeed, | have personally spent a large part of nmy life trying to
do what | can to kill many of the "Asian" val ues which do us so nuch harm

36. But | have no compunction in arguing that Western cultural hegenoni sm
is no |longer acceptable. Western cultural arrogance is no |onger
acceptable. Western cultural myopia and stupidity is no | onger acceptable.
The attenpt to i npose on others what is so clearly inferior, so clearly

i Mmoral and so clearly unproductive, Asia will not tolerate in the 21st
century.

37. The d obal Commonwealth of the 21st century which | advocate nmust say
that a clash of civilisations is an obscenity which we cannot accept. A
barren co-exi stence of civilisations too is not tol erable. Wiy nust

di fferences nerely be tol erated? Wy can they not be relished?

38. Qur new d obal Commonweal th of the 21st century nmust be one that not
only works on the basis of nmutual respect. W nust be a world civilisation
propelled by a sincere celebration of civilisations; and because it has
taken the best from what each has to offer, a world civilisation enriched
by the feast of civilisations.

39. True peace is the since qua non, the npbst essential prerequisite for
human progress, the essential cornerstone of the d obal Commonweal th of the
21st century which we nust build. But allow nme to concentrate ny renmarks on
t he second cornerstone: comon and cooperative prosperity and on what |
believe is the nost inportant key to this co-prosperity: the mnd-shift to
"prosper-thy-nei ghbour".

40. In one of the nost influential books of all time called "The Walth of
Nati ons" witten by Adam Snith in the year the United States declared its

i ndependence, he stressed that one single force, (selfish individual self
interest) will work incredible nagic to produce the common good within an
econony. Let nme stress here the need to conplenent this invisible hand with
"the invisible shoulder", the proposition that ensuring the prosperity of
others will work incredible nmagic to produce our own prosperity and the
conmon prosperity of the d obal Commonweal t h.



41. For nuch too long, whether we will concede it or not, whether we
realise it or not, the doctrine of "beggar-thy-nei ghbour" has been the

dom nant paradi gm Just ask how we respond when we see others doing

bl azingly well. Survey after survey has shown that. when the choice is

gi ven between a situation where we are doing very well and others are doing
even better and a situation where we are not doing so well but others are
not doing as well as we are, the majority prefer the latter. They prefer
not doing so well and others doing less well than thensel ves over doing
very well but seeing others perform ng even better

42. Just ask how much of our tine and effort is spent pulling others down
rather than rejoicing in their acconplishnents and | ending them a hel ping
hand, putting another shoulder to their wheel

43. And yet, helping others to prosper is the rational thing to do, in
ternms of one's own interest. If you help your neighbour to prosper, you
will prosper along with him You should be | aughing all the way to the bank
if he is laughing all the way to the bank

44. The prosperity of our nei ghhours and their neighhours and of the

gl obal commnwealth is in our inmrediate and vital interest. They ensure the
mar ket s which we need for our exports. They ensure stability and peace.

Poor nei ghhours, on the other hand are a source of problens for everyone --

for themsel ves and for us, because their problems will spill over. Rather
than the rising of the tide of wealth and hope that will raise all boats,
the rising waters of poverty will be a tidal wave of m sery and
deprivation that will sink us all

45. I n East Asia, we used to be at each other's throats. W held firmy to
the hallowed traditions of enmty and hostility passed from one generation
to the next, sonetines over a thousand years. W did our level best to
beggar and i nmpoverish our nei ghbours, to keep them down, perhaps very nuch
in the way that you also did in Europe. It took us many centuries to

di scover a new way, to bury the "beggar-thy-nei ghbour" mnd-set, and to put
inits place the mnd-set of "prosper-thy-neighbour”. This is one reason
why there is nore than one dragon in East Asia and nore than one tiger

This is why the entire region is popul ated by dragons, tigers and tiger
cubs.

46. W have tried the "invisible shoulder" - and it works. W have fed off
and grown fat on the prosperity of our neighours. It has been a veritable
f east.

47. I magine the incredible power of the "prosper-thy-nei ghbour" invisible
shoul der applied globally. Inmagine how prosperous Asia will be if Europe is
prosperous, if the old Europe of the industrial revolution is back --

vi brant and dynamic, growi ng by | eaps and bounds. |magi ne how prosperous

Asia will be if all of the Arericas is vibrant and dynanmic, grow ng by
| eaps and bounds. |magi ne how prosperous Asia will be if Africa is vibrant
and dynamc. | hope | am naking ny point.

48. The other side of the coin is also clear. |Inagine the benefits Europe
can derive froma vibrant, dynam c and prosperous Anericas, Africa and
Asia -- froma vibrant, dynam c and prosperous gl obal commonweal t h.



49. | have concentrated on the idea of the @ obal Conmonweal th of the 21st

century which we all should aspire to build. | said at the very begi nning
that there are no grounds for idealismbuilt on illusion. | nost sincerely
believe that ny idealismis not built on illusion. Al that | have

advocat ed can be acconpli shed.

50. But to acconplish it, we would need a new Asia, finding its proper
pl ace in the maki ng of gl obal history and playing the sort of role it once
pl ayed in the maki ng of human civilisation

51. Sone Western scholars have estinated that in 1820, 58 percent of the
worl d's total output was produced by Asia (lncidentally, in 1800, China
still had the highest per capita incone although it was shortly to be
overtaken by Britain). One hundred years later, by 1920, the whole of Asia
stretching fromthe Mediterranean to the Bering Sea produced not 58 percent
but only 27 percent of the world's output. This fell to an abysmal 19
percent in 1940. Since then, Asia's gross continental product has been
rising rapidly again. By the year 2000, in nominal US dollar termnms, the
NAFTA regi onal econony, the EU and East Asia will reach full parity, each
contributing sone 28 percent to the global econony. By 2020, it seens very
possi bl e that East Asia alone will be as big as the EU and north Anerican
NAFTA conbi ned. The Asi an Devel opment Bank, along with many others, expect
that by the year 2025, Asia will produce not quite 58 percent but a close
57 percent of total global output. We will thus see the return of history,
al though it has taken nore than two hundred years for Asia to econonically
come full circle.

52. Even when Asia is producing 60 percent of the wealth of the world,
Asians will continue to be poor. But the economic centre of gravity wll
have shifted. Wth it nust nove the political centre of gravity. | hope
that the civilisational centre of gravity will also have shifted.

53. Asia will need to face the chall enge of |eadership, a nost difficult
chal | enge when it is recognised that unlike Europe and even the Anericas,
our diversity is unmatched and our ability to act cohesively and in
solidarity will be limted. W can contribute best by joining hands anobng
oursel ves and joi ning hands with Europe, with North America, with Africa,
with every other part of the world.

54. | have cone to Europe before to ask for the hand of cooperation and to
urge that Asia and Europe work together. | amhere in Europe once again to
call for cooperation and for working together

55. In the days ahead, we must expect Asia to seek greater Asian self
determ nation. Asia cannot be denied the right to organise, the right to
work together, the right to seek solidarity and to build unity. It cannot
be expected to accept dictation w thout demur and "advice", the way advice
was given in the old days, w thout a nurmur.

56. Asia cannot be expected to continue to be the objects rather than the
subj ects of history, the victimor beneficiary of decisions made el sewhere.
Asi a cannot be expected to be a bystander, standing on the banks of the
fast-flowi ng rivers of change. Asia must be expected to be in the thick of
it.



57. Wthout the franework of civility and civilisation, can Asia be
trusted to behave well and in the nost civilised manner, w thout arrogance
and with full wi sdon? | believe not. No nmore than coul d Europe or the
United states in days now past.

58. This is why it is essential to ensure a dobal Conmmonwealth that is
much nore denocratic, that is rmuch nore egalitarian, where | eadership wll
cone fromevery point of the compass. This is why it is inmportant to ensure
a gl obal order better than anything we have seen in the past.

59. We are only 26 nonths away fromthe 21st century. There is little tine
to | ose.

FI LE NAME: SP2110



	`We Must Work Towards A Global Commonwealth' (21/10/1997)

