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Tl ME:
It gives me great pleasure to once again bid Y our
Excellency a very warm welconme to Malaysia. W are
delighted that you are able to accept our invitation. The
visit gives wus an opportunity to express the friendship
that Ml aysia has always had for Ethiopia. It also

denonstrates the value of consultation in pursuit of
nmutual Iy beneficial co-operation.

2. Your official visit today is of special significance
to all Malaysians. It is alnmost three decades to the day,
as it were, that His Inmperial Majesty Haile Selassie was
the first Head of State of Africa to visit our country in
May 1968. We still cherish the menory of that |andnmark
visit. Hs Mjesty the Enperor's visit was a significant
forerunner to closer ties not only between Malaysia and
Ethiopia, but also between Malaysia and other African

countri es.

3. I ndeed, Ethiopia was anmong the first countries wth
whi ch Ml aysia established diplomatic relations follow ng
our i ndependence. Mal aysi a established our Enbassy in

Addis Ababa in April 1965. Wiile Ml aysia was conpelled
to close our Enbassy there in 1983 as we, for some unknown
reasons, were no |onger wel comed by the regi me of Mengistu
Mariam fortunately, this has not in any way dimnished
our sentinents towards, and solidarity with, the people of
Et hi opi a.

4. Mal aysi a under st ands and synpathi ses with the pains
and deprivation that Ethiopia has suffered because of the
prol onged civil war which was aided and abetted by foreign
i nterests. From being one of the world's nost renowned
civilisations, it is sad and regrettable that Ethiopia was
a victimof such a tragedy.

5. We, in Malaysia, have watched with interest and
admiration the efforts of Your Excellency to consolidate
t he peace acquired through nuch hardship and sacrifice. W



also know that it is due to your untiring determ nation
that FEthiopia has progressed after two decades of civi
strife to become a united and forward-Iooking nation that
it is today.

6. Al t hough our countries have had very little contact,
particularly during the past three decades, we have many
things in conmon. We are both multi-cultural countries

and we believe in power sharing as reflected in the
consensus-seeking spirit underlying the concept of our
gover nment s. The success of both our peoples depends on
our ability to pronpte positive co-operation and co-
exi stence between all our peoples. Ethiopia and Malaysia
must contend wth the challenge of bridging the gap
between the different segnments of our societies.

7. This neans that both countries attach high priority
to promoting rapid and sustained econonic growh for a
better Ilife for all our peoples. The key to fair incone
distribution is to ensure that everyone gets an equitable
share of an enlarged cake - rather than trying to
redistribute the crunmbs of a shrinking cake nore evenly.
In other words, we do not deprive one segment of society
in order to help another. The redistribution is from the
new growt h part.

8. Mal aysia's relations with Africa go a long way. It
began as early as 1961. Four years into our |Independence,
Mal aysian soldiers participated in the UN peacekeeping
operation in the very heart of Africa, the Congo. Si nce
then, Malaysia has contributed to eight UN operations in
Africa alone. Even today, our soldiers and police are in
Africa under the Blue Beret.

9. Mal aysia has al so established fruitful and nutually
beneficial relations with many African countries. Today,
trade, investnent, and devel opnent cooperation |inks as

much as ties between and anong cultural and sporting
groups have increased. Malaysia' s relations with fellow
nenbers of the developing world is, therefore, based on
t he shari ng of our experience and exchange of
i nformati on. We have much to gain by cooperating with one
another, and in doing so, prospering together

10. We are inpressed that Ethiopia has begun in earnest
to rebuild itself and is determned to |ay the foundation
for durable peace, both at hone and in the Horn of Africa.
We conmmend Your Excellency's role in seeking resolution to
the problenms in southern Sudan and in Sonali a.

11. In the spirit of South-South Co-operation, Malaysia
will do its wutnpst to co-operate with FEthiopia in its
efforts at national reconciliation. Mal aysia is also

ready to share its experience in the developnment and
managenent of Et hi opia's agricul tural, agr o- based,



tel ecommuni cation and hydro-carbon sectors. In this
connection, we wel cone Ethiopian officials to vi sit
Mal aysi a to exchange vi ews and experiences.

12. Your visit has certainly laid the basis for nutually
beneficial relationship, not only between Ethiopia and
Mal aysi a, but al so between Africa, ASEAN and East Asi a.

13. | would like, once again, to express our pleasure in
wel com ng Your Excellency and nenbers of your del egation
to Malaysia, and hope your stay in our country wll be

bot h enj oyabl e and menor abl e.
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