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TI ME

Ter | ebi h dahul u saya mengucapkan terim kasih
kepada pi hak penganjur dan bersyukur kepada All ah
Subhanahu wa Ta' al a kerana dengan |i npah kurni a- Nya
kita dapat berjunpa di najlis pelancaran Pertubuhan
I ndustri Aerospace Ml aysi a pada hari ini.

2. Let ne thank the organisers for inviting me to
officially launch the Ml aysia Aerospace |ndustry
Associ ation today. | wish to congratulate all the
menbers of this organisation and to thank you for
taking the initiative to formthe first aerospace

i ndustry association in Malaysia. As you all know the
Mal aysi an Aerospace i ndustry has been in existence for
nore than 30 years and an association is |ong overdue.
Thi s association has therefore been set up at the right
tinme.

3. The Governnent has identified aerospace as a
critical industrial base for the future. W have made
this a priority sector and recogni sed that our
capability in the aerospace industry would offer us
many opportunities in advanced technol ogi es. Aerospace
industry is a very technol ogy-intensive industry and is
thus suitable for the nation with a fast grow ng
skilled |l abour force. This industry involves the nost
conpl ex core technol ogi es which are applicable to al
other industries and provide critical technol ogies for
the future. It is therefore inmportant that we succeed
not only for our own econonic growth but also to
contribute towards our conpetence in high technol ogy
busi nesses.

4. This industry requires heavy capital investnent

and a long gestation period. For this reason it is
only right that the Government takes the initiative to
lead in developing this industry. However the time has
cone for the private sector and individua
entrepreneurs to take over this role. The
opportunities are there for you to further devel op and
the Government will continue to provide assistance to
ensure its growh and success. To ensure that Ml aysia
transforms itself into a regional and internationa
aerospace player, the Governnent has consolidated the



key players of the industry. | am happy to note that
in such a short period of slightly over two years we
have nade significant progress.

5. Qur aerospace nmanufacturing sector has been able

to achieve international recognition with orders now of
over US40 nmillion. The workscope has expanded
tremendously fromsnmall aircraft parts to bigger and
nore conplex parts being made. Qur internationa
custonmer base has al so expanded and now covers the
entire spectrumincluding mlitary and conmercia
aircrafts, space and satellite equipnent. | also note
with pride that we have intensified our activities in
capability devel opnment which enconpasses Structural or
Service Life Extension Programes, Systens Upgrade and
Modi fication, Avionics Upgrade and Systens |ntegration,
and Aircraft Stretch Mode. | wish to congratul ate the
industries for taking these initiatives as they are the
trend of the future. The cost of acquiring new
aircrafts in the future is getting expensive, if not
astrononical, and many countries including the Wst are
now extending the service life of their present
aircrafts by such programmes. It is therefore tinely
that you have taken these initiatives to acquire such
expertise.

6. It is also strategic in the sense that should we
oursel ves require such programes for the Roya

Mal aysi an Air Force or Armed Forces, then the expertise
is already hone grown and available in the country. |
am al so very sure that the major avionic equipnent
suppliers are confident and would like to see that the
avi oni cs upgrade and systens integration programre or
any other such programmes are done here in Ml aysia to
tap our capability and expertise. These initiatives
and readi ness of the private sector therefore

conpl emrent the objectives of the Government.

7. As you all know today we are going to witness the
signing of several nobre agreenents with our overseas
friends for the manufacture and supply of aircraft
parts and components. | must congratul ate you for this
success. This is very tinely in fulfilling our
objective to position Ml aysia as a centre of
excel l ence in aerospace technol ogy and avi ation

engi neering. | believe that our commitnent in
devel opi ng our 'maintenance culture' would transform
Mal aysia into a conpetitive and quality aerospace and
aviation centre in this region, if not the world.

8. | thank you all for the hard work. Please keep it
up and intensify your efforts. Miuch nore can be done
and | urge you all to grab the opportunities. W have
the capabilities and the Government will provide the
necessary assistance. Wth that | wi sh the Ml aysia



Aerospace I ndustry Association good |uck and success.

9. Dengan sukacitanya saya dengan rasm nya
nmel ancar kan Persatuan | ndustri Aeroangkasa Ml aysi a.
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