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TI ME

Firstly, let ne thank Rotary International for
inviting me today to deliver a speech. | understand
partici pants cone as far as Thail and, Tai wan,

Anst erdam and India. To all foreign Rotarians here
attending the 65th Rotary International District 3300
Conference, | bid you a warm' Sel amat Datang'. | hope
you will take tine off fromyour busy schedule to
visit sone of Malaysia's touristic spots and bring
honme with you good nenories of Ml aysi an hospitality.

2. | understand that Rotary International, an

organi sati on of busi ness and professional |eaders, with
t he objective of providing humanitarian servi ce,

encour age high ethical standards in all vocations and
hel p build goodw Il and peace, has played a vital role
not only in fostering friendship and mnut ual
under st andi ng anong the different communities in
different countries around the world, but nore

i nportantly has succeeded in conpl enenting Gover nnent
efforts to create a friendly and cordial environnment in
ensuring peace and stability in the country.
Internationally too this spirit of friendship has
advanced international peace. Its mssion of reducing
di fferences anong the different ethnic groups in the
worl d has earned for itself a reputation for being a
non-profit organi sation that has transcended nationa
boundari es and overcone | anguage and the barriers of
race, colour and creed while at the same tinme advancing
i nternational understandi ng, goodwi || and peace anbng
the different comunities in the world. Rotary's motto
"Service Above Self' is consistent with the spirit of

al trui sm propagated by nost religions of the world, and
today Rotary enbraces sone 1.2 nmillion nen and wonen
fromnore than 162 countries and regi ons providing
humani tari an service to manki nd.

3. Rotary International District 3300's contribution
to Mal aysia can hardly be over enphasi sed. The nost
significant contribution has been its avoi dance of

i nvol venent in partisan politics. This has hel ped

Mal aysia attain its objective of creating a society
predi cated on the principles of harnonious living.
Being apolitical, Rotary International has discharged



its duties and responsibilities to the Ml aysi an
conmunity without stirring any ill feelings anong the
various racial groups or political factions. Being non
parti san, non prejudi ced and non discrininating has
earned for itself high regard as a truly professiona
NGO. Its conmitnent, dedication and especially its
caring and selfless attitude deserves comendati on of
t he highest order. | especially wish to single out its
ent husiasmto venture into comunity service, providing
proj ects and programmes that have hel ped to | essen the
burden of the underprivileged and the less fortunate in
Mal aysi an society. Their mission to reach out to

soci ety's poor despite the econom ¢ downturn is nost
prai se worthy. The Mal aysi an Governnent therefore

wi sh to place on record its appreciation to Rotary
International for its contribution to Malaysia. This
is especially remarkabl e as such services were nade

wi t hout the inposition of preconditions, or the
expectation of any rewards. | hope other NGOs will

emul ate this non-partisan role and the excellent show
of deeds of Rotary International. By being responsible
and totally commtted towards peace, it has advanced
the ideals of excellent citizenship. Peace,
under st andi ng and goodwi Il anpbng its citizens are

i mportant prerequisites for the achi evenent of a good
quality of life.

4. The world today is fraught wi th problens including
that of war, fami ne and poverty. The destruction
brought about by war, civil strife and conflicts has
led to mllions of children to Iive in abject poverty,
made worse by the preval ence of |ife threatening

di seases such as Aids, HV, etc. The humanitarian
approach of Rotarian International in providing
conmunity service worl dwi de, has helped to alleviate
sone of these miseries and sufferings in the world
today. Let us hope this spirit of friendship anpng the
nunmerous comrunities worldwide will further pronote
wor | d peace and understanding, making it a better place
for all of us.

5. Soon we will leave this millenniumfor a new one,
a tinme which promises great hope and aspirations for
all, irrespective of race, colour, beliefs or religion.

The future is not w thout challenges as we know the
pace of technol ogical change, the borderl essness of
nati ons and the ever increasing flow of information
technol ogy will have great inmpact on our lives . The
new era brings with it changes that will require us to
adapt swiftly so as to effectively reap enornous
benefits. In this context, it is inportant that

Mal aysi ans be ready and responsive to these changes.
The rich, the poor, the fortunate and the | ess
fortunate nmust be given the opportunity to equal access
to this nmodern technol ogy and infrastructure. The



spirit of Rotary should influence us in the devel opnent
of an equitable and just world.

6. The years ahead will be daunting but | believe
that with the bonds of friendships and the wllingness
to serve others, Rotarians worldwi de will help us make

a good start in the new mllennium

7. To all Rotarians here | wish thema great New
Year, a new Century and a new m || ennium WMy God
bl ess you all.
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