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TI ME

Ter | ebi h dahul u, saya nengucapkan terinma kasih

pada pi hak penganj ur kerana nenjenmput saya untuk

nmer asni kan penbukaan Cyberjaya pada hari ini.
Sesungguhnya, ini adal ah satu | embaran sejarah bag
kita kerana ianya nel ambangkan satu | angkah penting
bagi nerealisasi kan visi kita untuk newj udkan sebuah
ekonom dan nasyarakat bermakl umat. |anya juga past
menmai nkan peranan penting dal am nenbent uk kew bawaan
dan kemanpuan generasi yang akan datang untuk bersaing
dal am ar ena gl obal

2. May | first wel cone nenbers of the MSC

I nternational Advisory Panel (1AP) who have cone from
all over the world to be with us today on this historic
occasi on. The presence of so many of the world's
corporate |l eaders and | eading thinkers in the IT and
conmuni cati ons industries greatly encourages al

Mal aysi ans as we continue to build the MSC. W are
heartened by your willingness to take sonme tinme off
your busy schedules to coll aborate and network with us.
Your presence today will spur on the MSCinitiative
which will both contribute to the devel opment of the
global IT & nultinedia community and hel p propel the
region into the Informati on Age.

3. Less than three years ago, Ml aysia set out to
pursue its MSC vision as a strategy to catal yse the
orderly transition of our econonmy and society into the
I nformati on Age. Just over two years ago, we broke
ground here in Cyberjaya to set the foundation for one
of the world's first intelligent cities and the nerve
centre of the MSC. Qur progress to this stage clearly
proves our ability to develop the physica
infrastructure and i nfostructure of the MSC at a very
rapi d pace. W nust now work even harder to build
further on the progress achieved on all the other
conponents of the MSC Bill of Guarantees to create the
i deal environnent for investors in the MSC, especially
here in Cyberj aya.

4. Any large and pioneering initiative will have its
share of detractors and cynics. However, our success to
date speaks for itself. Mst inportantly, there are

al ready 32 worl d-cl ass web shapers who have obt ai ned



MSC status, many of themas regional initiatives.
Conpared to our target of 50 by 2003, we are clearly
ahead of schedul e; al ready some 285 conpani es have
applied for MSC status and 225 have obtained it. W
accel erated our nove into Cyberjaya to 1997 when the
MSC headquarters was established here. This was a year
ahead of schedule. Already some 21 conpanies including
ei ght MSC status conpanies are | ocated here in
Cyberjaya. Anbng themis the NTT-MSC Center - NIT' s
second | argest outside Japan. W already have in place
an R & D grant schene, as well as venture capital and
mar ket i ng support for small and medi um scal e
enterprises. These nmeasures have already contri buted
to a number of enterprises born and bred in the MSC who
are exporting globally as well as supporting the web
shapers.

5. By any neasure, the MSC has cone a |ong way in
pursuing its nmission, in particular fromthe vi ewpoint
of attracting investors' response. W nust continue to
i nnovate and be even nore responsive to investors to
attract know edge from around the world to help create
the vibrant, creative, networked society here in
Cyberjaya. Gven its potential and inportance,

Mal aysi a has designated MSC as its next engi ne of
grow h. Even during the recent downturn, the MSC was
given priority in terms of both budget allocation and
policy support. | would like to reiterate the
Government's full conmitment toward ensuring the

conti nued progress of the devel opnent of Cyberjaya

on a fast-track basis. Ml aysians by and | arge know
that the MSC represents their future and thus support
and participation in this venture has perneated the
whol e soci ety.

6. Wiilst a few aspects of the MSC have been

guesti oned, al nost everyone | auds the MSC as a thrust
area for sustainable growmh. Qur conprehensive and
integrated strategy has attracted various world
statesnen and busi ness | eaders who have personally
visited Cyberjaya to witness the MSC experinent. The
MSC, as a catalyst for growh and gl obal test-bedding,
has al so spawned nunerous simlar initiatives around

t he gl obe. However, we do not view them as conpetitors
but nmore as opportunities for networking and

col I aboration. We have started to build bridges with
these initiatives and together hope to overcone the
nmyri ad of cross-border issues coming in the wake of the
I nformati on Age. Through such col |l aboration and
net wor ki ng we can hel p manki nd achieve its ultinate

vi sion of peace and prosperity through a know edge-
based society.

7. Over the recent past, | have been blessed with

t he opportunity to be part of Malaysia's growmh -
seeing its transformation froman agricul tural - based



econony to one focussed on manufacturing. A key
success factor in this progress was our enphasis on
becom ng globally conpetitive by creating a conducive
busi ness environnment. |ndeed our oil pal mindustry, as
represented by the pal ns which you still see around us,
still continues to |lead the world. This tradition of

gl obal conpetitiveness continued into our

i ndustrialisation phase so much so that today, we are
the world's | argest exporter of mcrochips. It wll

al so continue through the third phase of our

devel opnent as we capitalise on the opportunities of

the Informati on Age. Thus the MSCinitiative will carry
t he Mal aysi an success story of growth and stability
well into the next MIIennium

8. Qur continued comitnent towards devel oping the
MSC and mul tinmedia i ndustry in general for the | ong
term is vindicated by the |atest statistics comng
fromaround the world. In the US., for instance,
statistics indicate that although the high technol ogy
services sector accounted for only 5.5 percent of
American GDP in 1997, it produced al nost 40 per cent of
GDP growth over the preceding two years. The
Internet's growmth and its gl obal reach is opening up
al nost endl ess possibilities for e-governnent, e-

busi ness and edutainnment. It has the potential to
change al nost every aspect of our lives. It has been

forecast that Internet businesses will generate a
turnover of USD5 trillion to USD6 trillion by the year
2003.

9. Thi s opening cerenpny, besides representing the
physi cal readi ness of Cyberjaya's infrastructure, also
synmbol i ses the success of various ongoi ng processes:

Firstly, it signifies yet another successfu

col | aborati on between the public and private sector
Secondly, the timely conpletion of this first phase of
Cyberjaya's devel opment despite our recent economc
difficulties, is proof of our comitnment to al
investors in the MSC. Its tinely conmpletion will also
contribute significantly to our ongoi ng economc
recovery.

10. This cerenpny al so highlights the conpletion of
several key conplenentary “soft' infrastructure. These
i ncl ude the various cyberlaws we have enacted and
nmeasures to catal yse E-Cormerce devel opnent.

11. W& have al so put into place the necessary support in
terns of training and human resource progranmes for

t he devel opnent of technopreneurs and know edge

wor kers. The official |aunch of Cyberjaya, also
signifies that the |ast major building block of the MSC
is in place. Cyberjaya is one of the MSC s two



flagship intelligent cities - the other one being
Putraj aya, the nei ghbouring Governnment Adm nistrative
Centre, which is also ready for occupation. These tw n
cities supported by the Technol ogy Park, the Twi n
Towers and Miultinmedia University are set to formthe
nucl eus of the new digital community for the nation

12. Most of all, this cerenpny though nodest,
synmbol i ses the fact that Cyberjaya, conplete with
advanced infrastructure, is now ready for occupation.
Al'l MSC-status conpanies are now expected to nove into
one of the four designated cybercities within a year
of Cyberjaya's opening. For those conpani es who have
al ready set up operations in Cyberjaya, | would like to
express our deepest appreciation for your support and
confidence and for hel ping to pioneer this venture of
ours. | would also like to call on other MSC-status
conpanies to re-locate to Cyberjaya early to reap the
full benefits of association and networking with al
the other elenents of the MSC

13. There are many reasons why MSC-status conpanies
will find moving to Cyberjaya an excellent val ue
proposition.

14. Cyberjaya is equi pped with world-class

t el econmuni cati ons networks to be suppl enented by high
quality public anmenities. Cyberjaya is envisaged to
create a unique eco-friendly environment and conmunity
to foster creative talent; Cyberjaya's uni que and
strategic |l ocation including excellent access and cl ose
proximty to the Kuala Lunpur International Airport,
woul d certainly add to its attractions. By locating in
Cyberjaya, MSC-status companies can al so reap the power
of association. The presence of MMJ, Tenaga University
and Universiti Putra Malaysia will seek to emulate the
Stanford- inspired setting of Silicon Valley and create
a networked, creative and productive society in

Cyberj aya.

15. Cyberjaya is a greenfield devel opnent, uni quely
designed to be a gl obal test-bed. W are not held back
by rigid or entrenched practices and policies.
Cyberjaya will be a unique blend of the best from East
and West evolving to take on its own creative culture.

16. The success of the MSC to date is due in no snall
neasure to the advice, support and show of confi dence
of the | AP. Thus, Mal aysians are honoured to share
this historic opening of Cyberjaya with all of you. W
| ook forward to your continued counsel on the

conti nued devel opnent of the MSC and its crown jewel -

Cyberj aya.



17. Saya ingin nenganbil kesenpatan di sini untuk
mengucapkan tahni ah kepada pemaju utama Cyberjaya iaitu
Setia Haruman, dan kepada senua pemsj u-penmsaju | ain dan
syari kat - syari kat, badan-badan keraj aan dan MDC yang

tel ah bersama-sama ber gandi ng bahu dal am usaha unt uk
nenmast i kan kej ayaan projek ini. Saya nmenpunyai penuh
keyaki nan bahawa Cyberjaya akan mencapai kejayaan dal am
menenuhi visi negara pada masa hadapan

18. Dengan kata-kata ini, saya dengan sukacitanya
nmer asm kan penbukaan Cyberj aya.
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