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TI ME

It is a great pleasure for me to be invited here
today to officially open The 1999 Internationa

Wrel ess and Tel econmuni cati ons Synposi um and

Exhi bition. | am especially honoured that my opening
address is in conjunction with the Wrld

Tel econmuni cati ons Day.

2. 1 would like to extend a sincere welcone to
everyone. W are very pleased to wel cone the

partici pants who have come from many faraway pl aces to
attend this synmposium | am also delighted to be able
to share with the participants sonme thoughts about the
chal | enges of wirel ess tel ecormmunications in the next
century.

3. Let ne begin by being politically current and
correct regarding wrel ess tel ecommuni cations. Wen
the International Tel ecommuni cation Union (ITU) was
founded in 1865, the tel egraph was the cutting edge of
technol ogy. In 1876 Al exander G aham Bell made the
first tel ephone call when he uttered and transmtted
the fanbus words to his assistant, "M. Watson, cone
here, | want you'. The birth of wireless through the
first mcrowave radio |ink was around 1950 and
satellite comruni cati on began in 1962. The first

cel lul ar phone nmade its appearance in 1983. The
Internet made its presence felt at the begi nning of
thi s decade.

4. And today, the cutting edge of technol ogy has
dramatically changed. One hundred and thirty four
years after the tel egraph, global teleconmunications
have become a compl ex web of intelligent networks
linked by fibre optic cables, traditional copper wires,
m crowave, satellite systens, cellular nobile systemns
and hi gh-speed conputers. Interestingly, the basic

m ssion of the ITU remai ns unchanged. It was founded
upon the principle that tel ecomunicati ons shoul d be
avai |l abl e anyti me and anywhere regardl ess of nationa
boundaries. That principle is still true today.



5. I will not be so bold as to tell the

partici pants, who are the experts in

t el ecommuni cati ons, what the future holds one hundred
and thirty four years fromnow. | will only be brave
enough to infer what is in store for us in the early
part of the 21st century, perhaps up to around the
year 2020.

6. Between now and the year 2020, projection studies
have shown that the population of the world will have
growmn fromaround five billion to sonething Iike nine
billion. And it is believed that the greatest test for
human society as it confronts the 21st century is how
to use the power of technology to nmeet the demands
created by the power of popul ation

7. Tel ecomruni cations in the com ng century will be
digital, nobile and personal. For we are now witnessing
a technol ogi cal progress forging ahead faster than ever
before in human history. It is sweeping forward in an
unpredi ct abl e fashion on a wave of powerful gl oba
conmuni cati on networ ks of ever-increasing performance
and capacity. The demand for faster information,
anywhere, anytine is also stimulating an unprecedented
growmh in the tel econmuni cations industry. As

soci eties becone increasingly nore infornmation-based,
consumners everywhere hunger for nore, faster and better
information. And this trend will continue. As for the

t el econmuni cations industry, the challenge is to adapt
to these changes in denand, to provide the new form of
services that the custoners want - efficiently and

ef fectively.

8. In the last five years, wirel ess voice
conmuni cati ons have expanded significantly. Wrel ess
t echnol ogi es hold the prom se for the future data
transfer as we are rapidly becoming an Information
Society. Wrel ess technol ogi es have significant
potential to serve our information needs. This
potential for providing information services wll
result in the fastest growi ng market today. Wreless
technol ogi es are seen as the prinme novers in the

t el ecommuni cati ons arena.

9. Mobile wireless technol ogi es are an obvi ous nedi um
to provide access to the Internet. | understand that a
nunber of universities around the world have built

wi rel ess networks on the canmpus. These networks enabl e
staff and students to access data from any point on the
canpus. A student can even sit under a tree with a

| aptop and do a research assignnent on the Internet.
10. Wreless technol ogies and the Internet represent

t he convergence of two of the fastest grow ng markets
and devel opi ng technol ogies in the tel econmuni cati ons
field. This convergence of technology is certainly one



i nportant el enent in the tel econmunications | andscape.
We can no | onger distinguish and demarcate

t el ecommuni cati ons, conputers and broadcasti ng.

Conver gence al so invol ves mergi ng of the ol d anal ogue
technol ogies with new digital technol ogies. And
convergence of all these sectors is bringing al ong
exciting new ways of accessing, processing and

di ssem nating information all around the world.

11. The inmpact of convergence will see trenmendous
growm h in products such as personal video-conferencing
systenms and new ki nds of messaging |ike voice and even
video e-mail early in the next century. Convergence
will see tel ecomunications, computer, broadcasting and
i nfornati on di ssem nation being interwoven to deliver
cutting-edge audi o-visual and nultinmedia services over
a variety of forms. It will not be |long before the
Internet, electronic nmail, and voice are all available
over a nobile cellular phone.

12. The integration of services is the strategic

t hi nking of the future; whether it is a fixed

t el ephone, TV entertai nment, access to the Internet or
a nobil e phone. Customers increasingly want a breadth
of services fromsingle service provider. Logically,
why shoul d tel ephone, TV, data, the Internet and the
rest all come down differently fromdifferent service
providers when it all consists of the same fundanent al
digital bits? Instead of having a satellite dish, a TV
aerial, a fixed phone line, a nobile phone and anot her
for the Internet, all fromdifferent service providers,
t he question that begs to be answered is why not have
all these services fromone single supplier ?

13. In fact tel econmunications service providers are
advocati ng seam ess gl obal tel econmunications networks
so that they can better neet the needs of their
customers around world. They have recogni sed t hat

gl obal tel ecomunications networks are nore productive
and profitable although they are rather conpetitive.
14. For a devel oping country |ike Ml aysi a,

t el ecommuni cations is very inmportant. The Ml aysi an
CGovernment has promoted building its tel ecomuni cations
service industry under the control of |oca
entrepreneurs. As the new nillennium dawns, the |oca

t el ecomuni cations industry is expected to play a nore
prominent role in helping to create an inforned

soci ety, as enbodied in Vision 2020.

15. Mal aysia has the prospects and the opportunity to
become a mmj or gl obal hub for tel econmunications and
mul ti nedia services. In fact the prospects for our
econom ¢ growth and progress are tied to our ability to
mast er the new tel econmuni cati ons technol ogi es and t hus
dramatically inprove our capacities in every field of



busi ness, industry and life in general

16. The Government has introduced several policy
adjustment in our effort to shape the future of our

t el econmuni cations industry. These include further
liberalisation of the industry through the introduction
of competition in 1990. This will eventually lead to a
full-fledged competition through the Equal Access
Pol i cy which becanme effective early this year. Thus

Mal aysi a has beconme one of the nost |iberalised and
open tel ecomunications services narkets in this

regi on.

17. Mal aysia has also just introduced the new
Conmuni cati ons and Multimedia Act 1998 which was passed
by Parliament in its July session |ast year. The Act

is the first legislation of its kind in the gl oba
effort to address the issues arising fromthe
convergence of the tel econmunications, broadcasting and
conputing industries. The Act will pronbte and

regul ate the new i ndustry established as a result of

t he convergence process.

18. Anpbng the specific aims of policy initiatives that
have been undertaken by the Government for the

t el ecomuni cations sector is to position the country
as a conpetitive tel econmuni cati ons service provider
and a world class market player. The chall enge faced
by the local players is to ensure that they can neasure
up to the foreign conpetitors. The chall enge faced by
the regulators neanwhile is to ensure that conpetition
will be free without |eading to a situation where the
country's overall infrastructure devel opment will be
conpr om sed.

19. Let me reiterate that Malaysia's

t el ecommuni cations industry will continue to exert an
enornous and dynam c i nfluence for change in the
country. The pervasive influence of new and nore
advanced technologies, as well as the realities of a
gl obal infrastructure, nmakes it necessary for us to
become active participants in the world marketpl ace.
The tel ecommunications industry, | believe, will play a
proactive role in | eading and transform ng the

Mal aysi an econony into an infornmation-based econony of
the 21st century.

20. On this note |I have great pleasure in declaring
open this 1999 International Wrel ess and
Tel ecomuni cati ons Synposi um and Exhi bition
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