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TI ME

I would like to first of all thank Tan Sri Jeffrey
Cheah for having invited ne to address you this norning
and to declare open this 15th Wrld Hakka Convention

2. 1| would also like to congratul ate the Federation

of Hakka Associ ati ons of Ml aysia for having won the
confidence of the world body to grant it the privilege
of convening the convention here in Kuala Lunmpur. | am
told that you have representatives from50 different
parts of the world which alone is indicative of the

i nfl uence of the Hakka comunity worl d-wi de.

3. The Hakka presence in this part of the world
according to records avail abl e goes back to the 17th
century in Wstern Kalimantan. There was a nere

handful of themthen. By 1770, before the Dutch
presence, their nunbers had grown to 20,000 and by then
t hey had established what was known as "Kongsis" (or
fraternities) to protect their interests. By the end

of the 18th century, Hakkas who had cone from Kwangtung
were so strong and powerful that they were able to
establish a Republic in Wstern Kalinmantan. This
Republic lasted 107 years and had 10 Hakka presidents.
History tells us that it was customary in those days
for Hakka men travelling overseas not to take their

wives with them | believe that practice has since
ceased and | amglad to see nany ladies in the
audi ence.

4. In Mal aysia, the history of Kuala Lumpur woul d be
incomplete if we do not take into consideration, the
contributions of the Hakka | eaders who becane "Kapitan
Chi na" or Chinese Captains of the tin industry. Even
before the arrival of Yap Ah Loy in Kuala Lunpur from
Sungai Uong in Negeri Senbilan in 1862, the village
was al ready an active tin mning centre. At that tinme
Kual a Lunpur was governed by Yap Ah Loy's old friend -
anot her Hakka - named Liu Ngi m Kong, from the Hui chou
Prefecture in China's Guangdong Province. Yap Ah Loy's
rise to wealth and fanme was al ways assisted by his
Hakka cl ansmen. Yap Ah Loy's ki nsman and busi ness
partner was Yap Ah Shak. While Yap Ah Shak was said to



be an introvert, interested in business, Yap Ah Loy was
an extrovert. He had great charisna and enjoyed public
and political duties.

5. Turbul ent indeed were those days with viscious
fights - nostly over rich tin deposits. Qutbreaks of

di seases, fires and secret society battles were comon.
Wth Mhamad Tahir, the then | eader of the Ml ay
conmunity in Kuala Lunmpur, the two Yaps laid the
groundwork for the devel opnent of nodern Kual a Lunpur.
So you can see, |ladies and gentlenen, that co-operation
bet ween t he Mal ays and Chinese - or to be nore exact -
t he Hakkas, had its begi nnings one and a half centuries
ago.

6. In nmodern day Mal aysia, | nust say that anpng

other things, it is the basic econom c strength of the
Chi nese community that has hel ped the country face the
recent attacks by currency specul ators. Mre

i nportantly, the Chinese have clearly shown their

wi |l lingness to share the bounty that Ml aysia offers
with the Mal ays and other races in the overall interest
of the nation's stability. | hope this close

cooperati on and rutual understandi ng anong t he
different races will continue.

7. Your convention in this capital city of ours is

one nore indicator that Ml aysia has securely
established itself as an international convention
centre attracting | eaders froma variety of fields. To
our visitors, | ampleased to say that you will be
nmeeting people in this hall whom| would like to
descri be as the cream of the Ml aysi an Hakka Comunity.
This community has grown into a cohesive force

di spl ayi ng not only vibrancy and entrepreneurship but
al so has within its ranks people who have distingui shed
thenselves in the different professions - and in
politics.

8. | cannot resune nmy seat without commenting that

t he Federation of Hakka Associ ations of Ml aysi a has
done well in electing Tan Sri Jeffrey Cheah as its
President. For, like Yap Ah Loy, he has a strong tin
m ni ng background. Truly a nodern Kapitan China.

9. | now have great pleasure in declaring open this
15th Worl d Hakka Convention and wi sh you the utnopst
success in your deliberations. | trust that all our
foreign visitors will take home with themthe nost
pl easant nmenories of their visit to Ml aysia.
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