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TI ME

On behal f of all Ml aysians, and as Patron of the
World Cup Golf Malaysia, 1999 (WCG '99), | wish to

wel cone all participants to this prestigious
tournanent. Malaysia is truly honoured to play host to
this Wrld Cup Golf for the first time since its

i nception in 1953 whi ch began as the Canada Cup in
Mont r eal

2. The WCG ' 99 was conceived as a pronotion of

i nternational goodwill and it has been proven that golf
could be an effective instrunent for pronoting

i nternational relations where people of diverse
cultures, beliefs and nationalities could conme together
in a sporting atnosphere. Indeed this tournanent
provides a significant forumfor various countries to
neet, conpete and enhance the spirit of friendship and
cordiality.

3. &olf in Malaysia is fast catching up. The rapid
devel opnent of golf courses in Malaysia in the last 10
years is evidence of this popularity. Currently there
are nore than 200 golf courses in the country. The

i nterest anbng Mal aysians to play golf is nost
encour agi ng. This has been made especially possible
with golf institutions providing necessary |eadership
and corporate bodies in making available financia
sponsorships in big events such as this. It is no
surprise then that with all the increased interest
anong corporate executives and investors, golf clubs
have nushroonmed everywhere. Ml aysia is set to
establish itself as a golfing paradise in the region.

4. The Government is keen to devel op golf-rel ated
tourismas part of its policy of devel oping tourism
since it is one of the nobst inportant contributors to
forei gn exchange earnings. Golfing as a sport is
linked closely with tourism This is because tourists
are greatly attracted to the beautifully | andscaped
greenery of the golf courses and the holiday resorts
whi ch are usually devel oped together in Ml aysia.
Thus, golfers and tourists can find both acconmpdati on
and golfing facilities in an attractive surroundi ng
whi |l e being able to savour the culinary and cultura



heritage of Malaysia. | nmay add here that Mal aysia
currently is a very inexpensive destination thanks to
t he deval uati on of the Ml aysian currency.

5. The Organising Conmittee of the Wrld Cup CGol f,

Mal aysi a 1999 has adopted a special thene for the event
-- '"CGo for the Green'. It is nost befitting the
greenery of Malaysia's tropical rainforests and the

i mportance of environnment preservation. The thene is
nost consistent with sustainable devel opnent, a
principle Ml aysia has al ways adhered to.

6. | wish to take this opportunity to thank the
International Golf Association for the confidence it
has in Malaysia for organising this event. | also w sh
to thank the various sponsors invol ved, especially
PROTON Ber had which is the presenting sponsor for their
support.

7. To all the tourists who are here especially for
the tournanent, do take sone tinme off to see the rest
of Malaysia and its cultural diversity and do

experi ence the Ml aysi an hospitality.

8. | amnot a golfer but | do encourage golfing

because | |ike the green of the golf courses. | hope
everyone including M Tiger Wods and ot her fanous
golfers will enjoy this conmpetition and your brief stay
i n Mal aysi a.

9. | wish everyone good golfing and the best of |uck
in your conpetition.
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