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TI ME

First of all Ilet ne thank the Institute of Islamc
Understanding Mlaysia (IKIM for inviting ne to
deliver this keynote address at this Internationa

Sem nar and Di al ogue on " Enhanci ng t he Understandi ng of
Islamfor the Media'. | amsure this semnar will help
the nmedia, local or foreign, Islamc or non-lIslamc to
get a clearer picture of Islam and hopefully to
contribute to the understanding of Islam anong them
all.

2. If 1 may paraphrase Churchill, "Never in the
hi story of Mankind has such a small thing enabled such
a huge nunber of people access to such a vast anount of
i nformation". I am sure Wnston Churchill woul d
forgive ne for this distortion of his fambus war-tine
statenment about the British Royal Air Force. But truly

the tiny mcrochip has enabled literally the six
billion people on earth to gain access to all the
i nformati on they want and nore. It is up to humankind

to make use of this facility for whatever purpose.

3. One would imagine that this is a God-sent
opportunity for Mankind. In ancient tinmes when man
invented witing in order to record and convey a
message ot her than by word of nmouth, few found the new
invention wuseful because few could read or wite and
the process of witing on stone and | eaves was tedi ous
and difficult and dispatching any worthwhile distance

was quite inpractical. But today witten words, voices
and even pictures can be transmtted instantaneously
across the globe to any |ocation. Thus all the

know edge that has been accumul ated over t hree
mllenniumand all that is presently being churned out
could be learnt and ulitised to enhance the quality of
life of everyone, everywhere. The world woul d
certainly becone a better place because information 1is
literally at everyone's fingertips. Sinply tap the
keys on the conputer keyboard and free know edge woul d
be available to the keyboard operator. Along with
know edge wll conme all kinds of skills to nake
everyone nore enpl oyabl e, nore productive and nore able
to earn higher incomes. |Individuals would be enriched



and societies and nations too would beconme richer
because of the knowl edge and quality of the people.

4. We are told that the whole Library of Congress is
avail able on the Internet. Software and search engi nes
make it easy to gain whatever know edge we want easily.
O course there are thousands of other sources of
conput er generated information avail able for hardly any
paynent .

5. It is a wonderful world, this world of instant and
unlimted know edge. The nmedia is given a central
pl ace in the dissemnation of information about

everything through the printed words and pictures,
t hrough radi o and tel evision, and through the Internet.
The nedi a cannot be contai ned and confined. Borders of
countries mean nothing to the media. The whole world
can be reached by and through the nedia instantly, in
real time and at any tinme. |If words cannot descri be,
pi ctures can speak a mllion words.

6. There is now a fantastic opportunity for the nedia
to play a role in the spread of the truth about
everything, to clear the air, to create understanding,
to pronote what is good and bani sh what is bad. There
is a golden opportunity for the nmedia to help build a
better, a fairer and nore just world. There is a great
opportunity for the nedia to enrich the world, to
enrich everyone everywhere

7. There is so much m sunderstanding in this world,
m sunderstanding arising from wong information or
inability to get the right information. And because of
this m sunderstanding countries and regions, peoples
and races and the followers of different religions hate
each other, glare at each other and very often fight
each other. Yet correct information about each other
can help reduce the aninosity and suspicions and bring
the groups together into a great famly of people,
humanki nd, to create a better world for everyone.

8. Let wus take the general perception of Islam for
exanple. No other religion is nore m sunderstood than
I slam m sunderstood not only by non-Mislinms but by
Musl i s t hensel ves. And because of this
m sunder st andi ng there is constant conflict and
confrontation between Mislinms and non-Mislins and
bet ween Muslins and Mislins.

9. Stereotyping and | abelling is one of the greatest
weapons of the bigoted. Terrorismfor exanple involves
people of every religious group, Christians, Hindus,
Buddhi sts and Muslins and the sub groups of each. But
whereas terrorismby Miuslinms are invariably Iinked to
the religion of Islam terrorismby non-Mislins are not
linked to the religious beliefs of the terrorists even
though they were perpetrated in the name and in



furtherance of the interest of the particular religion.
H ndus attacked Muslins in the name of Hi nduism but
they are not called H ndu terrorists. Aum Shinrikyo, a
Buddhi st sect in Japan poi soned people with gas but are
not called Buddhist terrorists. The Catholics and the
Protestants in Northern Ireland terrorised each other

but are not <called Christian terrorists. But if
m sgui ded Muslins attack non-Mislins or other Mislins
they are all labelled Muslimterrorists. Wy this

di scrim nation agai nst |Islamby the nmedi a?

10. There are many other instances of the media being
unfair to |Islam being discrimnatory against |slam
And so Islam became not only a religion that is
m sunderstood but is a religion that is reviled by non-
Muslinms for no very good reason.

11. Yet the nedia has the greatest opportunity to
correct the msinformation, the wong perceptions of
I sl am If the media nakes use of this opportunity it
can contribute so much to greater understandi ng between
Muslinms and the followers of other religions, and so
bring about greater harnony and peace to the world.
There nust be many in the nmedia who want to do good, to
help resolve sonme of the problens of the world. By
hel pi ng people to understand each other the nmedia can
achi eve this.

12. Islamis a religion of peace. Muslinms greet each
other and greet others with a wi sh for peace. Peace be
on you. W w sh everyone peace. But nobody today

would believe Mislins are peaceful people who w sh
everyone, Mislins and non-Mislinms to have peace. I
will admit that we Mislins are also to be blanmed for
the bad inmage that we have. There are anong us people
who act deliberately to cause Islamto be reviled by
ot hers. They do this in the nane of Islam But what
they do is not Islamic. Extremsmand intolerance is
not advocated by Islam W are enjoined to be tol erant

and to abstain fromusing force. But snmall Mislim
groups when put in authority would like to force
everyone to be pious forgetting of course that forced
piety is not piety at all. But despite this our

detractors cannot be free fromblanme. They and their
nmedi a have given the Muslins this bad inage.

13. The Muslins are ready to correct that inage but we
need the cooperation of the nmedia, particularly the
Western nedia. |If one | ooks around one will see that
everywhere the Muslins are oppressed, are being ejected
from their own |ands, are in fact the nodern diaspora.
They are leaving their own | ands because they are truly
being oppressed by other Muslins but nore frequently
oppressed by the non-Mislins. They are the underdog.
They are the ones who need to be synpathised with, to
be protected. But instead they are the ones generally
accused of oppression and deserving of the sad fate



whi ch befall them

14. Look at Bosni a Herzegovi na, Kosova, Chechnya, and
many ot her countries which it would be undiplomatic for
me to nmention aloud. Everywhere the Mislinms are

oppr essed. The story needs to be told. The killings
in Srebrenica needs to be told. The arrest, torture
and killings need to be told. Wile terrorists of
Miuslimfaith are called Muslimterrorists, no one talks
of Mislins who have been oppressed, nassacred, and
expel l ed fromtheir honel ands as Muslimvictins.

15. Their only crine is that they are Mislins. Yes,
i n desperation they fought back, ferociously sonetines.
They commi t acts of terror. They often kil
sensel essly, indiscrimnately, but they are not the
only ones to do this out of anger and frustration. Can
their story not be told factually, wthout bias,
wi thout the wusual condemmation? Can the reasons for
their apparently cruel acts not be told? Can there not
be a description also of the way they were terrorised,
their oppression by their enemes, their tormentors?

16. Let us take Iraq. | do not agree with Iraq' s war
against Kuwait. Irag may have a historical claim but
many of us have historical clains over neighbouring
| ands. Mal aysia has a claimover Southern Thail and.

But that was history. W have accepted that it is part
of Thailand and we will say nothing nore about it. W
wil not support insurrections against Thail and.
Surely Iraq nust accept that Kuwait is now i ndependent.
But the fact is that Iraq attacked Kuwait and
subsequently lost to a so-called international force.
The attacking arny coul d have advanced and captured the
| eader of Iraq. But it did not. Instead the so-called
liberators of Kuwait inposed all kinds of restrictions
on lraq, restrictions which punished the civilians, the
children, the old, the sick, the wonen. For ten |long
years the people of Irag were made to suffer because
its leader is not |iked by the West.

17. Is this justice? To punish the whole popul ation
for the acts of one man who was not chosen by them and
whom t hey cannot renmpve. Shouldn't the nmedia tell the

true tragedy of lraq, the sufferings of the people?
Shoul dn't the press canmpaign for an end to sanctions.
Even t he United Nations officers char ged with

overseeing the “crimnal' activities of |Irag have
condemmed the barbarity against that country and have
resi gned. Yet the story of these people who resigned

have not been told fully. And the people of Iraq
continue to suffer.

18. Is it because they are Miuslins that the nedia
negl ects their sufferings? W hope not. But sonetines
we think that it is because they are Mslimns. The

sanctions against Serbia is not effectively enforced.



Is it because they are Christians and their crine is
after all only agai nst Muslins?

19. It rmust be remenbered that the majority of the
Muslinms, |ike the majority of Christians or Buddhists
or Hi ndus are good people who nmean no harmto anyone
even though their inmages of each other are grossly

di storted. Among any people in any comunity there
will be those who are irrational, extrene and violent.
The nunber of such people anmong Muslins are no bigger
than anmong other religious groups. It is really

necessary to understand why they are what they are.

20. Their extremismis un-Islamc. Islam does not
advocate extrem sm and |slam abhor disorder. In |Islam
the preparations for war are required only in order to
protect the Muslinms. But if Miuslins are attacked then
it is their duty to defend. Acts of terrorismhave no
place in Islam But there will be those who becone so
bitter and frustrated over the injustice perpetrated on
Muslinms and their |lands that they ignore the teachings
of Islamand try to fight its cause in their owmn way,
in fact in the way that they see others fight. For
terrorism is not a Musliminvention. They learnt it
from ot hers.

21. Hijacking aircrafts for exanple is not invented or
initiated by Muslins. Non-Mislins started this. They
were not described as terrorists, nor linked to their

religion. The Muslinms who hijack were not comon
crimnals trying to enrich thensel ves. They had a
cause and in all sincerity they thought they were
risking their lives in the interest of the Muslins. If

they put others into danger and inflict casualties
anong non-conbatants, aren't the people who oppress
them doing the same, oppressing them and bonbing
i nnocent civilians? This is their view of course but
the Muslimworld does not condone such acts. W try to
negotiate. W try to explain. But we cone up against
a blank wall. There is a total unwillingness to hear
our side of the story. The very powerful non-Mislim
countries have a biased view against us. And the nedia
from the West are invariably biased. Their reporting,
their analyses, their stories are all skewed and
distorted in order to nmake out that the doings of a few
m sgui ded and frustrated Muslins reflect the w shes and
the direction of the Miuslim ummah' of one billion
peopl e.

22. Yet the nmedia can mtigate this by giving the rea
pi cture, telling the truth. But al nost wi t hout
exception the Wstern nedia aggravate matters by
exaggerating and telling deliberately slanted stories
about Muslimterrorists. Has the nmedia forgotten that
the terrorists in many of the col onies of the West have
since been described as statesnmen and were in fact
freedom fighters struggling to i berate their



countries? And after achieving i ndependence they are
recogni sed as responsible [ eaders in the Governnents of
their independent countries. Wo was Jonmb Kenyat a,
President of Kenya, if not a terrorist?

23. Can it not be that the so-called Muslimterrorists
of today, or of yesterday woul d become Mislim statesnen
of tomorrow, |eading their people and at peace with the
rest of the world? O course at this point intine it
is difficult to inmagine that they, the irresponsible
fighters against oppression, the imtators of Wstern
met hods of fighting for a cause can be statesnmen at
all. But can we really say that it is inpossible for
such a thing to happen?

24. The fact that all nust admit is that the Muslins
and their world have not just been nmarginalised but
have been truly oppressed. There is not a single
Muslim power in this world. They are totally bereft of
the capacity to protect thenselves. They are totally
dependent on their detractors and those who are
covertly or overtly against them Any ki nd of
injustice can be perpetrated against Muslinms and the
perpetrators will not only get away with it but will be
actually glorified.

25. I n Bosnia-Herzegovina the world watched daily over
tel evision the horrors perpetuated by the Serbs agai nst
the Muslim Bosniacs. 1In one case a British officer was
very upset and furious as he condemmed the burning of a
house where wonen and young children were still alive
i nsi de. Thousands were mnurdered by the Serbs in
Srebrenica even as the FEuropean forces who were
supposed to be protecting themretreated and | ooked the
ot her way.

26. But for a very long tinme the Western European
nati ons and Anerica refused to act against the Serbs in
Bosni a- Her zegovi na and Serbia. They feared that the
Russians mght come to the defence of the Serbs.
El sewhere they were not afraid of the Russians. They
freely bonb Iraq, an ally of Russia. But in fornmer
Yugosl avia they feared Russia's reaction. And so they
al l owed Serbian atrocities to go on. Mre than 200, 000
Bosni acs, nostly the young people, were nassacred and
thrown into hastily dug graves.

27. Many people cynically comented that had Bosni a-
Her zegovi na been producing oil for the West, or if the
Serbs were Muslins, swift action woul d have been seen

28. Now we are seeing the Russians literally w ping
out the Chechen fromthe surface of this earth. It is
genoci de that is happening in Chechnya. The insurgents
in Chechnya are msguided. They know they could not
possi bly defeat the Russians. It was an uneven match -
- one mllion Chechens against 260 million well-armed



and ruthless Russians. But they wanted independence
for their tiny state.

29. No country would like to give up a square inch of
its territory. And no country wll support any
separation of any territory fromany country sinply
because the precedent m ght be used to excise land in
their own country. But the Russian Federation has been
broken up and many independent states have energed.
Wy cannot Chechnya? Recently the world community has
supported the separation of Timur Tinor from Il ndonesia.
There are other Muslim states who seem happy to be a
part of the Russian Federation. But Chechnya wants to
be i ndependent.

30. Mal aysia |ike all other countries does not
encourage and wll not recognise breakaway states
because we are a Federation of States and we will not

all ow for any secession of any of our states.

31. But Chechnya is as entitled as are the other
states of the Russian Federation or the Yugoslav
Feder ati on. The Chechens are a strongly independent

people and coincidently they are also Muslins. Cannot
the problem of their secession be settled peacefully?

32. But today they are being bullied, being massacred,
being physically destroyed by the Russians. How many
have questioned the abuse of human rights, the abuse of
power by the Russians? It is all so unfair and unjust.
The injustice is felt by Muslins all over the world.
But the true conditions in Chechnya have not even been
properly reported. The nedia has apparently condoned
such inhumanity, such brutality. Yet the same nedia
reported repeatedly sone minor injustice or apparent

injustice comrtted by Muslins or Muslimcountries. |If
anyone is detained without trial, it is unjust. When
there is an open trial in full view of everyone, it is
still wunjust because there is no acquital. Wth Mislim

countries, nothing they do can ever be right in the
eyes of the nedia.

33. It is not that the Muslins are asking for the
media to be biased in their favour. Al they are
asking for is fair reporting. At the every |least after
a biased or an unfavourable report against them they
should be given an opportunity to be heard, to give
their side of the story. Wthout doubt they will not
be able to explain and justify all the things that they
have done in the nane of Islamand justice or whatever
but the world could have an opportunity to nmake their
own j udgenent.

The nmedia is powerful. Wien they act together they are
even nore powerful. And power as we all know corrupts.
The al nost absol ute power of the Western media corrupts
al nost absol utely.



35. The nedia has its own agenda now. The nedia wants
to shape the world. It is not what the world, or the
| eaders of the world, think that shapes the reporting
by the nmedia. It is what the nmedia thinks, what the
media considers to be right for the world that counts
with the nedia now

36. And consequently if the nedia is agai nst anything
or for anything, then the reports in the mnedia wll
reflect this. But the nmedia, |ike any other interest
groups can be wong. And when it is wong and it
insists on pronoting its views the damage done can be
consi der abl e.

37. Today, world nedia is hugely Western dom nated.
They are not controlled by the Governments of the West
of course, at |least not overtly, but their views
refl ect Western bias, Wstern policies. Quite often
Western views are anti-Mislins. And t he nmedi a
willingly propagate this anti-Mislimviews.

38. Muslinms are not Westerners al nmost by definition

Sonme may be pro-Western, very pro-Wstern sonetines but
all are lunped together as Muslins, and their countries
as Muslimcountries. As such they are not deserving of
synmpat hy, of fair reporting by the nedia. And because
the reporting is not fair, is biased against the
Muslinms, it augnents the m sunderstanding and bias of
the Western peopl e agai nst the Miuslins. The nedia thus
per petuates the confrontation between Miuslinms and non-
Muslinms. Perhaps there is something to be gained from
this but for sure nore would be gained if t he
confrontati on between Mislins and non-Mislins ends and
we all regard each other as nenbers of the human race
as prone to do wong as all hunmans can

39. The nedia is powerful, is influential. It can
contribute much to greater understanding bet ween
peopl es, between the followers of the di fferent
religions. The nedia' s reach have been trenmendously
enhanced by nodern information technol ogy. If it

chooses to do good it can truly bring about peace and
under st andi ng t hr oughout the worl d.

40. The nmedia can do nmuch for <creating greater
understanding of Islamand the Muslins. O course the
Musl i ms must do sonething for thenselves too. But the
media's role is so big and its power so great that good
behavi our by the Muslins al one would cone to naught if
they don't get the cooperation of the nedia.

41. The Muslins are not inherently against the West,
the Christians or the Jews. The Mislins want peace as
much as anybody el se. W want a share of the bounties
of this earth. We are not violent people given to
terror and anarchic behaviour. Some of us may



m sbehave but no nore than others do. W should not be
tarred with the sane brush. The majority of wus are
good, peace-loving rational people.

42. The nedia nmust give us our due and | amquite sure
we the Muslinms will respond positively -- not all of us
per haps, but certainly the majority of us.

43. W talk of the global village. None of us can be
an island. We are close neighbours as all people
living in a village are close neighbours. W need to
conme together and solve our differences as village

peopl e do. Vil l agers cannot be endl essly confronting
each ot her.
44. The nmedia can play a role here, a big role in the

devel opnent of a village culture where Mislins and non-
Muslinms |ive and work together and share the fruits of
their | abour together, fairly and equitably.

45, Wth i nstant, wor | dwi de unrestricted
conmuni cation, a golden chance has presented itself.
The nedia nust not mss it. Wat you decide to do and
to contribute towards the understanding of Islam and
the Mislinms by the rest of the world can shape the
G obal Village that is fast taking shape. Distort it
and it wll be distorted for the whole of this third
m || enni um Mould it into a thing of beauty and it
will last forever.

46. That is the challenge facing the nedia. e
Musl i ms pray and hope that you will help us banish this
distorted view of Islamand the Muslins by the rest of
the world through the power and influence that you
wi el d. May Allah Bless you and give you success in
your noble effort.
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