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TI ME

" | SLAM AND GLOBALI SATI ON!

G obalisation, as it is fornulated and presented
today, is an invention of the North Atlantic
countries, and we can take it for granted that it is
intended to enrich themfurther and enhance their
dom nation of the world. They already dom nate the
worl d of course. But they want to strengthen that
dom nation to ensure they will not be successfully
chal | enged either by the big East Asian countries or
even the weak Muslimcountries.

2. The peopl es of Europe have al ways been an
aggressive and acquisitive people. Before they were
able to cross the oceans, they were continuously
fighting each other and trying to occupy each other's
land in Europe. In the past two mllenniuns not a
year passed when they were not fighting each other

3. Their whole culture and econony was based on wars
of conquest. They were al ways thinking of and

i nventing nore and better weapons to kill people.
Even today we see theminventing newer inferna
machi nes for killing people nore efficiently.

VWhenever they can they would test these weapons in
ot her countries causing death by the tens or even
hundreds of thousands. Their excuse now is that they
want to keep the world safe for peace.

4. After they learned how to navigate the oceans

they turned their aggressive acquisitiveness against
the rest of the world. By the beginning of I|ast
century al nost every part of the world had conme under
their rule. Practically every European nation had sone
territory to call their colony. Asia, Africa and the
Americas were not only subjected to their inperious
and frequently brutal rule but had all their wealth
and resources taken away to enrich the nmetropolitan
countries. Europeans treated other races of the world
as inferior and in many cases sinply exterm nated



them In Australia the aborigi nes were shot on sight
i ke animals. The Tasman Man i s now extinct because
of this. O course when they are doing this they did
not tal k about human rights. It would not serve their
pur pose.

5. After the end of Wrld War Il they began to give

up their colonial territories. It was not because

t hey had suddenly changed as they tried to make the
worl d believe. It was sinply because they feared
defection by their colonial subjects to the other bloc
as a result of their Cold War confrontati on between
the Western capitalists and the Eastern Socialists.

6. Even as they were freeing their col onies they

were consolidating thenselves in order to ensure their
conti nued dom nance over the world. They cl osed ranks
and fornmed the European Econom ¢ Conmunity which
eventual |y becane the European Union. They al so set

up the North Atlantic Treaty countries and finally
when the cold War ended in the defeat of the Eastern
Bl oc they coal esced and have now becone a solid
European entity | ead by the seven strongest countries
anong t hem

7. Now they bared their capitalists fangs. No

| onger worried about the socialists they propounded
the religion of free trade. Free trade is everything.
It is going to enrich the whole world. It is going to
lead to a worldly paradi se. Many have forgotten that
they had al so prom sed worl dly paradi se when they
preached Communi sm and absol ute equality. Now they
are back with the sane promse and it |ooks |ike
people are taken in by this old prom se.

8. Free trade as enunci ated by them neans the

renoval of all trade barriers so that goods and
services can nove freely across borders. Free trade

is described as levelling the playing field. The
inplication is that a level playing field would ensure
fair conmpetition. Nothing is said about the size of

t he pl ayers.

9. Such is their hype that many poor countries

tal ked about level playing fields, forgetting that the
poor own no giant corporations or banks or products to
sell in the market. Clearly only those who have noney
and products who will corner the markets.

10. Insidiously free trade becane sacrosanct through
the GATT and the WO The Wrld Bank, the I M and the
Western-controll ed international nmedia preached it.
Anyone who dared to oppose free trade becane heretics,
i nfidels, non-believers who were trying to inpoverish
t he poor.



11. The true neaning and inplications of free trade
did not beconme known until the free trade in
currencies reached its peak during the East Asian
financial crisis.

12. Suddenly rich emergi ng econom es crunbl ed as

their currencies were traded and deval ued. The
currency traders clainmed that the econom c system of
these East Asian tigers were rotten, they were corrupt
and practised cronyism Because of that their
currenci es were unhappy and deval ued t hensel ves.

13. The fact of course is that the currency traders
saw an opportunity to make huge profits by deval ui ng
the currencies of these countries. They nmade billions
of dollars sinmply by destroying the wealth which these
countries had taken decades to build up. But nore

than that they inpoverished mllions of people, threw
themon the streets, caused themto riot and kill and
overthrow their CGovernnents. To this day these once
rich people are wallowing in poverty and instability.

14. Despite clear evidence that free trade has caused
unprecedented msery it is still being touted as the
solution to the econom c problens of the poor. Wrse
still, it has been upgraded and gi ven a new nane,

@ obalisation, a world without borders. And again we
are being told that globalisation will enrich us all.

15. Let us examine a little the contents of

gl obal i sati on. They include doing away w th borders,
i.e. countries will lose their definitive territories,
wi |l become just a nane for a certain area of the

gl obe. Countries can therefore no | onger barricade

t hensel ves behind their borders to stop the invading
hordes fromthe rich countries fromtranpling all over
their puny corporations, banks and industries.

16. Ahead of the invasion their propaganda machi nes
are already saying that the nmonopoly of all economc
activities by these foreign giants would inprove
efficiency,the quality of the products and the
services that we get and the quality of our life.

17. Maybe the quality of our life will inprove; maybe
we will earn nore pay. But we will all be servants of
foreigners. What is worse is that these huge foreign-
owned busi nesses will control our econony and
eventual |y our Governnments. We will becone |ike the
Banana Republics where the managers of foreign
corporations are nore powerful than our Presidents or
Prime Mnisters. Indeed they will determ ne who our
Presidents and Prime Mnisters will be.

18. At that stage can we honestly say we are stil
i ndependent? Only the soft-brained anong us wil |



maintain that we are free countries in charge of our
destinies. W have de facto becone the col oni es of
t he European nations again. W have cone full circle.

19. At the beginning it was pointed out that when the
Eur opeans cane up with an idea, it is invariably
intended to result in their dom nation over the world.
Wel |l globalisation is their idea, and we can see how
it is going to lead to their rebuilding their Wrld
Enpire. The devel oping countries of the world will

pay a high cost if they swall ow European ideas

unt hi nki ngly.

20. Al Muslimcountries are devel opi ng countries and
they will all becone a part of the enpire of the North
Atlantic countries if globalisation as presently
concei ved goes through. The picture is grimbut it is
not an exaggeration. The Miuslimcountries are weak.
None of the Muslimcountries have any influence over
worl d affairs. For a century now they have suffered

in silence while Muslins and Muslimcountries are

oppr essed.

21. The situation in Palestine is typical. Children
who threw stones are being shot dead with live
bul l ets. Many have been killed. There is nothing
that one billion Muslins in the world can do. W can
send appeals to stop the carnage but all that we get
isto be told to stop the children fromthrow ng
stones. No one tells the Israelis to stop shooting.
It is as if the nost natural thing for people to do
when stones are thrown at themis to shoot the stone
throwers dead. And yet these people who tolerate the
killing of stone-throwing children talk endl essly
about human rights, about justice and the rule of |aw

22. | have painted the nost gl oony picture of

gl obal i sation, how it can oppress us, how it can nake
us once again the colonies of the rich. But it is not
necessary that globalisation will have this kind of
result. d obalisation can be made to work for us.

23. The first thing that we have do is to understand
how gl obal i sation as presently interpreted will work.

24. \When Mul aysia was being attacked by the currency
traders we were shocked to find how little we knew
about the international financial system how
currencies were traded; how noney was noved w t hout
ever nmoving it.

25. Now we read about the hundreds of billions of
dollars paid for conpanies by other conpanies w shing
to grow by acquisition. W read about the nergers of
the giants to becone even bigger giants. W don't

real ly know how they are doing this and where the
money is comng from They have found ways, or



i nvented ways to put huge suns of nobney to work for
t hem

26. If we know enough about these wheelings and
dealings we may be able to play the sane ganes, by our
own rules. W may even be able to enter as a virus
into their systens to paralyse themor frustrate them
They are big but size alone will not guarantee
failures will not occur. They can fail. They can

lose trillions of dollars. And they can destroy

t hensel ves.

27. W know the story of the Long-Term Credit
Managenent Fund (LTCM. It was huge. It dealt in
billions. But suddenly it failed and but for the help
of cronies in their Government, it could have dragged
t he whol e financial systemof the rich down with it.
If the giant banks and the giant corporations are
skilfully handled, they too can suffer the sane fate
as the LTCM And as they cone crashing down they wll
drag the powerful countries down with them

28. There was a tine when the Mislimcountries

domi nated the world. Then there was a decline. The
decl i ne was because we were pre-occupied wth

bi ckering regarding the interpretations of our
religion. Muslim Governnents are forever being
attacked by extrem st Muslins. Busy with trying to
defend their Islamc credentials the Muslins and their
countries mssed conpletely the Industrial revolution
whi ch was taking place in the European Wrld. W took
no part in it and as a result we retrogressed, unable
to gain anything fromit. W became poor not just in
terns of wealth but also in industrial capacities, the
i nvention, design and productions of the instrunents
of progress. W have becone totally dependent on
others even for our nost sinple needs, and the needs
for our defence.

29. Now we are seeing the Informati on Age dawni ng
upon the world. And it |ooks like we are going to
mss this revolution too. We are still too busy with
our endl ess squabbl es over our religion and our
politics.

30. It is sad because we do have the capacity to
participate in the developnent of |I.T. and its

i nnuer abl e applications. Large nunbers of highly
skilled Muslinms are now living in the countries of the
Atlantic North. They are there because we have no

pl ace for them And so they are contributing to the
body of know edge and Information Age skills being
built up in these countries which may probably be used
agai nst us.



31. W can bring them back. We can tap their skills
in order to build up our capacities in I.T. And with
their skills and know edge we may be able to counter
some of the harnful effects of globalisation on us.

32. There are other ways we can work together to
protect our econom es and our countries. W can keep
parts of our borders closed. W can stall everything
until we are ready. W can change the interpretation
of globalisation. W can for exanple interpret

gl obal i sati on nore conpletely by insisting on the
rights of our poor people to cross into the rich
countri es.

33. That way we can reduce our poverty through the
remttances of those of us who have gone abroad. It
is inmportant that Muslimcomunities abroad be big
enough to maintain their religion and culture and
possibly their influence in the countries of their
adopt i on.

34. In a few decades the worl d's denography wl|l
change. There will be no country whose people are
ethnically pure. If we are smart enough we can use
this to our advantage.

35. G obalisation may result in the huge corporations
taki ng over the countries in which they operate. But
on the other hand the mgrants fromthe poor countries
will, if not take over, at |least play sonme role in the
governance of the countries of their adoption. They
may even be able to reduce the oppression of the
Musl i ms wor | dwi de.

36. WII the Muslinms lose in a global nation, free of
nati on states including the Mislimcountries? They
will lose of course if they insist on remaining
spectators.

37. W are one billion strong. Every sixth person in
this world is a Muslim The real problemthat we face
in a globalised world is that we reject the

br ot herhood of Islam While others are uniting and
consolidating their strength we are drifting apart and
fragnmenti ng.

38. Muslinms and Muslimcountries are faced with a
trenendous and frightening challenge. G obalisation
inthe formthat it takes nowis a threat against us
and our religion. W should not vent our anger and
frustration by nmounting futile isolated viol ence.
Instead we should plan and execute the devel opnent of
our Umrmah so as to be enpowered by I.T. and be capabl e
of handling the challenges of the Information Age.
This is our real Jihad. | believe we have the talents
and the capacity to ensure the success of this Jihad.



39. Allah does not help those who do not help
thenselves. Tie the canel and then leave it to H m
W have indeed to help ourselves, to tie our canels.
We can quote the al-Quran and the Hadis and argue
about their neaning but whatever may be the argunents
we have to act to blunt the challenge of the

d obalised world. W may even naster it and bring
back the Col den Age of Islam Insya-Allah.
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