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TI ME

On behal f of the Asian G oup, allow nme at the outset

to extend to his Hi ghness Shei kh Hanmad bin Khalifa Al
Thani, our warnest congratul ati ons on hi s unani nous

el ection as chairman of the Summt. H's election is
testinmony to the recognition and respect that he enjoys
as an illustrious statesman of outstanding credibility.
I am confident, under his w se guidance, this assenbly
will bring about not only fruitful discussions anong us
but al so useful and concrete decisions that will reflect
the spirit of friendship and the brotherhood of Mislins
wor | dwi de.

2. Allow ne also, on behalf of the Asian G oup

i ncludi ng the Mal aysi an del egation, to record our
appreciation to his Excellency President Khatam of the
Islamic Republic of Iran for his dedication and
contributions during his tenure as the chairman. Iran's
role in the furtherance of Islanmc causes is not newto
us and we are nost grateful for its untiring effort.

3. | amdeeply honoured and touched by the warm wel cone
and wi sh to express ny appreciation to H s Hi ghness, to
t he Governnment and the people of Qatar for the warm
hospitality accorded to me and ny del egati on

4. The Islamc Sunmit, a gathering of 56 Heads of State
and Government, is being held in Doha against the
backdrop of the deaths of so many valiant Pal estinian
peopl e, including children, killed and mai med by I srael
bonbs, nortars and bullets. They fought and died for
their rights to freedomas well as their dignity. They
al so fought and died undeniably in defence of Islam

5. Sadly, Muslimcountries, representing nore than a
third of the menbership of the United Nations, watch
hel pl essly as Israel continues with inmpunity and
arrogance to kill innocent Palestinians. Such is the
dire state of Muslimcountries that we are unable to
respond effectively to the chall enge posed by the
cowardly acts of Israel. Not only are the Pal estinians
under assault, so are Mislim honour and unity.



6. The fate of the Palestinians is inextricably |inked
to the Muslins as a whole. The Pal estinians are clearly
living under occupation denied their rights and freedom
The assaults on the Palestinian are assaults on the
Muslinms, their dignity and honour. Mislimcountries
cannot just watch Israelis killing Palestinians with

i mpunity. Surely we can do sonething about it?

7. The current devel opnent in the Mddle East certainly

calls for unity and solidarity within the Ummah. Wat is
happeni ng to the Pal estinians coul d obvi ously happen to

us al so. Indeed in Yugoslavia and Chechnya and el sewhere
it is happening. Must we wait until all of us are ground
into the ground before we appreciate the need to act?

8. The O C as an organisation, in particular the

current Summit, can play a constructive role in
chanpi oni ng the cause of the Pal estinians and of Mislins
everywhere. Qur collective voice should be heard | oud

and clear in support of the Pal estinians and there are
obvi ously things which we can do to make our objections
felt. W& should remain steadfast in making no

conprom ses on the status of Al Quds Al Sharif as the
political and historical city of the Pal estinian people
and State. W should continue to address the cause of
ensuring the return of the rest of the Cccupied

Pal estinian and Arab territories including Syrian Gol an.
We should support all efforts including those made by the
UN at achieving a peaceful settlenent and at rescuing the
peace process in the interest of regional peace and
security. The Pal estinian | eadership too should be fully
supported and assisted with whatever neans possible.

9. | believe that the holding of this Summt is nost
opportune for us to collectively address this nost

i mportant issue. Let us therefore not bicker anong
oursel ves but instead approach it with a collective heart
and mnd. Let us truly act as an organisation of |ike-

m nded and religiously dedicated people. Let us shane

t hose who | oudly condemm i magi nary oppression and yet do
not hi ng when bl atant viol ations of human rights take

pl ace before their very eyes. The Pal estini ans have
struggl ed and suffered | ong enough. The tine has cone
for themto take what is theirs with our support.

10. In advocating a fresh renewal of our support for the
Pal estinians, | am conscious of the conplexities

i nvol ved. Much as we would like to be of help the
various obstacl es outside our control remain. |srael
political, economc and military clout could not be
sinmply ignored nor underestimated. Nor could we sinply

i gnore US biases towards Israel that has hel ped shaped
events and devel opnments to the detrinent of the

Pal estinians. It is inportant therefore that our ideals,
zeal , and enthusiasmbe tenpered with reality and
pragmati sm But given our seriousness of purpose and
dedication to a united cause, | amconfident that we



could help nmove in the right direction to attain our
desired objectives.

11. The last tine the world ushered in a new ml | ennium
the Islamic civilisation was at its zenith. Today in the
third mllenniumof the Christian era, sadly, Islamc
civilisation is at its | owest ebb. The centres of

| earni ng and know edge at the begi nning of the second

m | | enni um were Dansyi k, Baghdad, Cordoba and Samar kand.
It is a known fact that Muslimcountries control nost of
the world natural resources then and even today. Yet,
Muslim countries are generally caught in their own
quagm res of abject poverty and internal violence. There
are nore intra Muslimconflicts within Muslimcountries
and between Muslimcountries, than there are between
Muslims and their detractors.

12. Considering the sad state and calamty that has
befallen the Muslimcountries, the theme "peace and
devel opnent” that has been selected for the Doha Sunmt
is nost appropriate and tinely. The Summit is tinmely as
it provides an occasion for us to take stock of the

| essons and experiences of the past and to | ook forward
to new i deas and new progranmes to neet the devel opnenta
needs of the Ummah. Both these questions should be
addressed openly and with honesty. The responsibility to
address these issues is a collective one.

13. "Peace" is an integral ingredient of a Muslims

life. It appears in 53 verses in the holy Quran

"Peace" is the very word that is uttered by Muslins al
over the world, fromall walks of life, as it is the form
of greeting of Muslims. It is therefore incunbent upon

all Muslins to pronote peace as a way of life in order to
achi eve devel opnent. Finding reasons for fighting each
other and with others is not Islamc

14. Peace and devel opnment are the twi n chall enges
confronting the Unmah. They are conpl enentary. Wt hout
one, there cannot be other. This nmeans that the OC
established to promote Islamic unity and cooperation
shoul d take concerted efforts to pronote peace and

devel opnent. The O C nust ensure that a new culture of
peace and devel oprment is propagated anong Menber States,
and Muslins generally.

15. The world has changed. It is increasingly

i nterdependent. The world is driven by nultifaceted
interests - by a variety of actors who forge new

al i ances around shifting goal posts. Countries are
redefining thensel ves; friends and foes are being

rei nvented and realigned, and everything is open to new

i nterpretati ons and neani ng and new i nstrunents are bei ng
forged to realise new visions.

16. Gven the newrealities, the crucial question before
us today is: Can O C redefine or reinvent itself so as to



be effective and relevant in terns of its focus,
structure and net hodol ogy of devel oping strategies to
nmeet the new chal l enges of peace and devel opnent ? Sooner
or later the difficulties which will be faced by the QC
will conpel it to redefine its structure and nechani sm
It should redefine and act now rather than |ater. The
Musl i m ummah are entitled to expect the organisation to
do this.

17. The difficulties encountered by the O C in the past
have for the nost part, been due to, conflict of
interests, ideology and the desire for hegenony by Menber
States thensel ves. W should forget all these. None of

us are going to succeed in forcing the billion Muslins to
be standardi sed according to its wish. W should accept
our differences and focus instead on cooperation between
us. The reformof the AC, in line with the thene of

this Summit, should be directed towards strengthening its
role particularly in peace and devel opnent.

18. In order to ensure that the O C renews both its

rel evance and its effectiveness, reformnust be rooted in
a new consensus anong Governnents on the role of the AOC,
its core functions, its priorities, what it can do best,
what it should do with others and what it should | eave
others to do

19. | amkeenly aware of the conplexities of the task.
Its success requires changes in structure and net hodol ogy
of work. It nust involve nutually reinforcing actions by
Governnments and by the Secretari at.

20. Econom c gl obalisation is unquestionably the shape

of the future. Its effects are universal and inpact on
all facets of life, including the political, econom c and
soci al | andscape. d obalisation, a concept that is nore
Islami c than nation states, can be a powerful and dynamc
force for strengthening Islamc cooperations and

accel erating growm h and devel opnment, but in its present
formit poses many risks and challenges. Qur task is to
ensure that its benefits are spread to all and not nerely
to a privileged few O C has to nake a serious effort to
ensure that gl obalisation becones an effective instrunent
for the devel opment of all Mislimcountries and the
unmah.

21. Gven the inportance of trade in economc

devel opnent, it is high time that O C nenber countries
enhance trade and econom c cooperation anong thensel ves,
and break the trade barriers agai nst each other. Easing
of trade will create a big market conprising of Mislim
countries, and this big market size will attract FDI
Properly managed FDI can contribute to our devel opnent.
Simlarly, a well-planned programe can be devel oped to
promote MuslimDirect Investnent (MDl) in the O C nmenber
countries. After all nost of the FDI go to the devel oped
countries because of their ties with each other



22. Under this plan, Musliminvestors in capital-rich
countries should be encouraged to invest in Mislim
countries with know how and technol ogy but |acking in
capital. Entrepreneurs in these two types of countries
can also teamup to invest in resource-rich Mislim
countries which lack both capital and skills. Many of

t he products now inported into Miuslimcountries can be
sourced fromother Mislimcountries wthout sacrificing
quality or cost.

23. However, for FDI and MDI to be attracted and the

i ndustries to be established in the Muslimcountries,
there is a need for the investnent environnent to be
attractive. Changing conditions al ready agreed upon when
the investment was nade for whatever reasons, including
political, will discourage further investnents. Interna
probl ens shoul d not be taken out of FDI or MDI

24. Let us acknow edge that the IDB had been doing a
good job in project financing. But nore can be done by
the I1DB in countries with difficulties in gaining access
to funds. The Islam c banking system can ensure that the
banks maintain an active interest in the affairs of the
enterpri ses.

25. Should the O Credifine and refocus itself so as to
be in keeping with the tines, the Islamc Umah over the
next 20-30 years may be able to adjust to the globalised
worl d and the Information Age. It is our bounden duty to
ensure that this will happen. VWile we should never |et
the sufferings and oppression of the Pal estinians and
other Muslinms be sidelined or forgotten, we must not |et
our |ong-term objectives be di nmed.

26. | amconfident that the deliberations during this
Summit will result in concrete outconmes that will set a
new direction for the O C to seek and inplenment peace and
devel opnent in order to enable the Umah to neet the new
chal | enges of the 21st century of the Christian cal endar
The O C nust assunme a leading role in achieving this
objective. Insya-Allah we will be able to put the unmah
on the course of "self help” allowing it to solve its
probl ens through mutual cooperation and support.

27. As a nenber of the OC, Ml aysia is keen to continue
to strengthen the influence and to pronpbte the activities
and programres of the organi sati on. We consider the
triennial Islamc summit as an inportant forumfor
constructive deliberations for the devel opnment of the
Umeah. It is in this connection that |, on behalf of the
Government and peopl e of Malaysia, would like to offer to
host the Tenth Session of the Islamc Sunmt Conference
in Kuala Lunmpur in the year 2003. It is nmy sincere hope
that this offer would neet with a favourable

consi deration of all nenbers.
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