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TI ME

"Transcendi ng The Divi de"

Let me add nmy sincere words of welcone to this Second
Wor I d Know edge Conference.

2. The organi sers have asked ne to speak on
"Transcendi ng The Divide' . In thinking about what to

say, | was imediately rem nded of two things. First,
the story of Prophet Mdses and the Red Sea. Second,
some words of Bertrand Russell. As you all know,

Prophet Moses parted the Red Sea in order to safeguard
his people and to eventually ensure their freedom and
prosperity. It required a mracle to pull off that
feat.

3. | believe that it will require a mracle, _indeed

a series of such mracles -- to pull off the feat of
transcendi ng the present gl obal divide between the

ri chest devel oped and the poorest devel opi ng, between
those at the cutting edge of advancenent and those
bei ng crushed by the weight of poverty, between those
who have so much and those who have practically nothing
at all. I would be conpletely surprised if the gap will
actually be transcended in any neani ngful way. To be
sure, a handful of mddle incone countries can make the
gquantum leap to the informatised society, thus to
beconme devel oped countries. But it would take a

mracle to prevent a massive w dening of the know edge
and the econom c gap between the rich and the poor in

t he years ahead.

4., As for the words of Bertrand Russell, in his

Aut obi ography he wites: ' Three passions, sinple but
overwhel m ngly strong, have governed ny life: the
longing for |love, the search for know edge, and
unbearabl e pity for the suffering of mankind'.

5. 1 do think I have a simlar longing for |ove from
my wife and famly. | cannot claima simlar thirst
for know edge |ike this great phil osopher of the 20th
century. But | do share his third passion, his



unbearable pity for the suffering of mankind, for the
wr et ched of the earth.

6. | make no apol ogies for stressing before you one
of the great atrocities of the 20th century -- which
must not be perpetrated in the 21st.

7. Despite all the progress nade by mankind, the
massi ve advances in the |iberation and enpower nent of
manki nd, there is no denying that never before in the
history of man do we see so many living in abject and
absol ute poverty. It mght not be out of place to

rem nd oursel ves, even as we ponder the wondrous

i nformati on instrunents and knowl edge machi nes of today
and next year, that vast nunbers of nmanki nd have never
opened t he pages of the hunbl est book, although the
technol ogy of printing is nore than a thousand years
ol d. Vast nunbers of mankind are yet to nmake _ or
receive their first telephone call or enjoy the

bl essing of the electric bulb.

8. This norning, this afternoon and toni ght, nore

than three thousand mllion human beings on this planet
have to survive and get by on two U S. Dollar a day.
This is less than what you paid for your cup of coffee
in the hotel where you are staying.

9. Many statistics show that over the | ast decade
especi al ly, the devel opi ng have begun to catch up with
t he devel oped. In many ways, the devel opnent gap has

i ndeed been narrowed. In many ways, quite
dramatically. But take the so-called mracle econom es
of East Asia out of the equation and you will get a
different picture.

10. As a human bei ng who has journeyed far and w de
over highways bustling with traffic as well as on the

roads |less traveled, | have never ceased to be amazed
by how very generous poor people can be in their daily
lives. | have never ceased to be amazed by how often

the poor are willing to share what little they have.
have, at the sane tine, never ceased to be amazed by
how very little sone of the very rich can spare for the
i npoveri shed. | have never ceased to be amazed by how
selfish, self-centred, greedy, avaricious, grasping and
rapaci ous sone of the very rich are.

11. Unfortunately, in our world of reality, generosity
is sonething that no society had a right to expect in
the past. It is not sonething that any society can
expect in the present. No generosity can be expected
in the future. Unfortunately for the poor and the
backward, in the days ahead the cards are even nore
stacked agai nst them

12. This is because the informati on and know edge gap
bet ween the econoni ¢ haves and have-nots i s even



greater than the income and econoni c gaps between the

backward and t he devel oped world. The poorest

soci eties on earth are even nore starved of know edge

than they are of food. Those who need it nost have the
least. Herein lies the present tragedy and the making

of a future catastrophe.

13. | amnot, in the hunorous words of GOscar WI de,
young enough to know everything; but | have no doubt
what soever that in the years ahead, know edge w Il be,
dramatically, a much, nuch greater determ nant of human
performance in every area than at any tinme in the |ong
hi story of manki nd.

14. Know edge has al ways been inportant, of course.
The anci ent Egyptians did not raise the stones for the
pyram ds relying on the incantations to their gods.
The waters in the irrigation canals of the great |ndus
Cvilisation did not flow according to the | aws of
i gnorance. Know edge has al ways been power and wealt h.

15. But it is undeniable that we have now entered the
Informati on Age, a new historical era where economics
and every other area of human life will hinge nore than
ever before on the production, accunul ation,

di stribution and application of know edge.

16. Whether we know it or not, whether we feel it or
not, whether we want it or not, the paradi gmshift has
al ready started. There has al ready been a 'sea
change', a phrase from Shakespeare's, 'The Tenpest
witten 400 years ago. Cbviously this great playwight
was the world's first multi-nmedia nasters. Shakespeare
wote: 'OF his bones are coral made; those are pearls
that were his eyes; nothing of himthat doth fade but
doth suffer a sea change'.

17. |If bones have turned to coral, if eyes have turned
to pearls, if we have already seen a sea change, we
must now prepare ourselves for an ocean change. Those
who are strong enough and enmpowered enough to sail on
this vast new ocean will reach shores never before
dreant of. Those who are weak and infirm who cannot
safely sail on this tumultuous ocean, will sinply be
left behind if they are lucky. They will be dragged
under if they are not.

18. A central part of the radical transformation that
has begun is the result of the I.C T. revolution, the
dramatic inpact of information and comuni cation
technol ogies. A critical reason is also the breaking
down of barriers and borders and the opening of al
societies to the fierce force of global conpetition and
gl obal penetration. The first revolution, the I.C T.
revolution, is irreversible.

19. As for the globalisation revolution, it is, of



course, not new. The first globalisation revolution
started nore than a hundred years ago. It cul m nated
in what was called La Belle Epoch. It ended with the
First World War. The gl obalisation revolution took six
decades to nmake a coneback. But the coneback has been
made. The second gl obalisation revolution cane into
force by the end of the eighties.

20. There is today a great deal of 'global oney' about
"globalisation', a word we so often use because we
don't quite know what we are tal king about. | have no
doubt that it will be brought to an abrupt end by the
mul titudes of the world if rapaci ous, unbridled and
unconsci onabl e capitalismbereft of ethics, norality
and caring rides roughshod over the welfare of people.

21. The 'Battle in Seattle' was the first dramatic
"wake-up call' to us all. Especially those in the

gl obalised fairy-land would do well to wake up.

G obalisation is not inevitable. But | do believe that
with cycles of ebb and flow, with the arrival of
greater sanity, bal ance and consi deration

gl obalisation will find a way to not only forge forward
but also to fast forward.

22. Equally clearly, in grasping the opportunities of
the Informati on Age and dealing with the dangers of the
Informati on Age, we can expect no assistance, no rea
hel pi ng hand from anyone. The only hel pi ng hand we can
rely on will be the one at the end of our own arm |If
we are to transcend the great divides, we nust do it
our sel ves.

23. Just as no one can do anything to us worse than
what we can do to ourselves, no-one can do for us
anyt hi ng better than what we can do for oursel ves.
This does not nean that we turn away fromthe world or
that we turn the world away fromus. But it means that
we understand fully that God will help those who help
t hensel ves.

24. \What do we need to do to hel p ourselves?

25. W nust be prepared to exam ne every sacred cow,
to give up every pre-conceived notion. In the pursuit
of information, know edge, and wi sdom we nust be
prepared to face reality. W nust enbrace change,
pursue novelty, crave innovation. W nust |earn. Even
harder still, we must unlearn. W nust renmenber to
forget old ways. W must force ourselves into new
habits. We must build the new processes, institutions
and organi sations that are necessary for the

I nformati on Age.

26. My country launched our march into the Information
Age with Vision 2020, which was enunciated in 1991, and
whi ch struck a responsive chord in the hearts and m nds



of Mal aysians of all stations, creeds and politica
affiliations. In our Vision 2020, we set the goal of
becomi ng a fully devel oped nation by 2020, the end of
our second generation as an independent country. W
stated our conviction that 'Wat we have between our
ears is much nore inportant than what we have bel ow our
feet and around us'. W understood fully that 'our
peopl e are our greatest resource'

27. Vision 2020 enphasised that in the Information Age
whi ch we had entered, our society nust be infornmation
rich. Vision 2020 noted that 'It can be no acci dent
that there is today no weal thy devel oped country that
is informati on poor and no information-rich society
that is poor and undevel oped'. Vision 2020 noted that:
"There was a tinme when [and was the nost fundanenta
basis of prosperity and wealth. Then came the second
wave, the age of industrialisation. Snokestacks rose
where fields were once cultivated. Now, increasingly
know edge will not only be the basis of power but also
prosperity'.

28. Vision 2020 urged that 'No effort be spared in the
creation of an information-rich Ml aysian society'.

29. If Vision 2020 was the first strategic step into
the Informati on Age, Malaysia is now ready for the
second step. W are now ready for a concerted,

conpr ehensi ve and conmitted quantum | eap which will re-
make Mal aysi an corporations and re-invent Ml aysi an
society. This second step will be called 'Strategic
Initiative One' of the 21st century.

30. Let nme be clear about what many have called 'the
new econony' and 'the K-economny'. This is especially
necessary because there has been a surplus of vague

wor ds, wonderful jargon, novelistic concepts and
bonbasti ¢ verbi age which only confound rather than
clarify. Malaysia's 'Strategic Initiative One', the
second step on which we are now enbarked, does not nean
t he abandonnent of our industrial backbone, which today
contributes nore than 37 per cent of our Goss Donestic
Product, which provides 30 per cent of all jobs.

31. W are anong the nost industrialised econony on
earth and we are not going to fall down the industrial
| adder, no matter how many will try to push or pull us
off. W are al so one of the nbst open economies in the
world. W live and we die on trade. Last year, nore
than 85 per cent of our exports were nmanufactured
goods. Al though we nust dramatically enhance the
quality of our industrialisation and ensure much higher
donmesti c val ue added; although we nust make sure that
every sector of our econony nmust be made worl d-cl ass
and gl obally conpetitive, although the services sector
must inevitably expand, although we nust ensure the
success of our Milti-Media Super Corridor, spawn and



build the world-class nulti-nedia sector, the basic
structure of the Ml aysian econony will not be
fundanmentally altered in the short and mediumterm

But through the shift to the K-econony, where the

know edge content and the know edge contribution will
see a quantum |l eap in every area, the Ml aysi an econony
and Mal aysia's society will not be quite the sane

agai n.

32. In the Budget presented in October |ast year, the
Government explicitly stressed that it was necessary to
ensure a paradigmshift: a fundamental nove fromthe
producti on-driven econony to the know edge-driven
econony. A fundanental shift fromthe P-econony to the
K- econony. The Ml aysi an Gover nnent has now started

t he process of drafting The K-Econony Master Pl an.

33. By the end of Septenber this year, Insya Alah, we
wi || adopt a National Strategic Plan. Many of the
vital nmeasures that will need to be taken will be

i ncorporated in the budget to be presented in Cctober
this year. A series of concrete Plans of Action in Key
Strategic Areas will be conmpleted within one year. The
whol e process of national consultation, brainstormng,
drafting and national nobilisation should be conpl eted
within 18 nonths fromthis day.

34. Qur K-econony Master Plan will not be drafted by
the best and brightest, cloistered behind cl osed doors.
The K-econony, the maxi mum application of know edge to
every Ml aysi an econom ¢ and busi ness endeavour in
every econom c sector, is not an elitist process but
one involving every Ml aysian fromthe teacher in the
classroomto his pupil, to his fisherman father and
housewi fe nother, to the driver who drives the school
bus, to the nechanic who maintains it, to the engineer
who designs the vehicle, to the entrepreneur who owns
t he conpany, to his secretary, the janitor and the
chairman of the Board. In order for us to succeed with
the paradigmshift to the K-econony, all Mal aysi ans,

i ncludi ng the young of the Wawasan generation, wll
have to be fully invol ved.

35. The K-econony Master Plan nust be a master plan
for the entire nation and a personal nmaster plan for
every citizen. It nmust belong to and be owned by all
Mal aysians. This is why in the the process of drafting
it, all segments of Ml aysian society nust participate.
Before a full national consensus is reached, a thousand
i deas nust contend and a hundred flowers nust bl oom

36. | do not know if those responsible for the K-
econony Master Plan will consult ne. In case they do
not, let me throwin nmy two cents_worth. Let ne set

out some of the things that we in Malaysia nust do in
t he hours, days, weeks, nonths and years ahead in order
for us to transit, body and soul, to the K-econony.



37. Vision 2020 says: 'Mal aysia has one of the best
educational systens in the Third Wrld. But for the
journey that we nmust make over our second generation
new standards have to be set and new results achi eved'
Vi sion 2020 al so says that 'W cannot but aspire to the
hi ghest standards with regard to the skills of our
people, to their devotion to know edge and know edge
upgradi ng and sel f-inprovenent, to their |anguage
conpetence'. These words are even nore rel evant today
than in the early nineties.

38. W nust build on these commitnents which we have
made to ourselves and to our people. W nust build on
the good habits and institutions. But we must be
prepared to question basic assunptions. Wile we nust
live and work in serene surroundi ngs we must never
forget that we gain nore by investing on the passion
and the capabilities of the human nmenbers, the

i brarian, technical assistant, assistant |ecturers,
| ecturers, associate professors and professors -- of
the faculty. A good university is a centre for great
| earni ng, and not just a congregation of narvel ous
bui | di ngs surrounded by marvel ous scenery.

39. Wien we make the massive investnents which we nust
make at the tertiary level, we cannot afford to negl ect
in the very least the primary |evel where the
foundation for learning is laid and where there is a
much nmuch bi gger bang for the buck

40. Mal aysia fortunately has a comparatively smaller
problemwith regard to the brain drain than the vast
majority of devel oping countries. W nust bring

out st andi ng Mal aysi ans who have matured el sewhere back
to their country. But equally inportantly, in the days
ahead, we nust reach out to the four corners of the
world to ensure a nassive brain gain, an infusion of
men and wonen of extra-ordinary talent, creativity,
know edge, skill and other capabilities. They nust
range from bakers to bankers, fromchefs to computer
whi z kids, from managers to nusicians, frominventors
to investors. W nust take them wherever they are
from

41. The time is not far when we nust set the target of
reduci ng the nunber of foreign workers in this country
by 100,000 a year, reducing the nunber of the
unskill ed, | ow knowl edge workers by 95,000 annual |y
whi I st enriching our econony and society at the sanme
time through an annual infusion of 5,000 extra-ordinary
world citizens of extra-ordinary talent, extra-ordinary
creativity, extra-ordinary know edge, extra-ordinary
skill and extra-ordinary networking and ot her
capabilities.

42. The whol e area of human capital is critical to our



performance and gl obal conpetitiveness. But nuch, much
nore needs to be done.

43. For the Informati on Age and the K-econony, we nust
have a first-rate National Media System The internet
and other |I.T. innovations nust be a large and critica
part of this national nmedia system But let ne stress
t hat newspapers and magazi nes and books remain

i nportant. Broad-casting and narrow casting tel evision
and radio remain extrenely inportant. They all remain
i mportant. Indeed they will be even nore inportant in
the Informati on Age and the K-econony future, even

t hough increasingly they will be accessed through the
i nternet.

44. This country nmust nost seriously enhance the
producti on and supply of information, know edge and

wi sdom and assure their accessibility to all our people
in every area of work.

45. W must work hard on the demand si de, always
maki ng sure that we ensure the needed priority with

regard to access. Functional literacy must be
broadened to all, including the very old. W nust aim
for 100 per cent basic I.T. literacy. W nust

vi gorously build on our |anguage skills whether it be
in English or Arabic, Malay or Mandarin, Tam |, Thai or
Tagal og.

46. There will of course be need for reformin the
private and public sector. The ancient and hal | oned
"sulit syndrome' nust be done away with. The
traditional 'Geat Information Hoard' , which operates
within the corporation, the university, the civi
service quite understandable in an information and
accessi bility poor environment, which nakes know edge
that extra inmportant and therefore that extra val uabl e,
to be coveted, hidden and hoarded nust be kill ed.

47. The private and public sector will need to operate
according to new rul es of transparency, new regul ations
for disclosure, new processes of corporate and public
sector gover nance.

48. Al the while, we nust make sure that the short
and | ong-term social effects are fully understood and
proactively responded to and that equity and soci al
justice are never neglected. Al this has of course to
take place within a context of massive technol ogica

i nnovati on and expansi on

49. At the beginning of this address, | tal ked about
two great divides. The great divide between the

econom cally rich and the materially poor of this earth
and the great divide between the information and

know edge rich and the information and know edge poor
of the world. Please let me end with a few words on



the third great divide: the great divide within all our
soci eties between those who are information and

know edge empowered and those who are information and
know edge di senfranchi sed.

50. In many countries this is the nost urgent issue to
address, the nost difficult and the nost critical for
no society can nove forward as a cohesive soci al
community if the vast majority are |left behind. A
country that cannot advance the vast majority cannot
sustain the welfare of the vanguard mnority, no matter
how talented that mnority, no matter how brilliant
their capabilities and how great their acconplishnents.

51. W& cannot afford and we must not afford the
shanmeful waste of the talents and the contribution of a
di senfranchi sed undercl ass. W cannot afford and we
must not afford the rage and the social disharnony. W
cannot afford and we nmust not afford the politica
costs.

52. In all our societies, we nust ensure not only that
as many as possible get onto the information super-

hi ghway but al so that none are left by the wayside, to
t hrow stones or hand grenades at the vehicl es speeding
past .

53. The Information Age that is upon us holds out the
prom se of a new world of shared prosperity, a gl oba
renai ssance. At the sane tine, it also holds out the
danger of econonic exploitation, societal devastation
and a new era of inperialismand col onialism

54. For the sake of the world, | pray that we truly
can bridge the econonm c and devel opnent gap, the

i nformati on and know edge gap and the great divide
within. | pray that we can sunmon not only the

i nformati on, not only the know edge, but also the
wi sdomto choose the right road.

55. | hope that this conference and you who are in the
forefront of our Information Age will be able to help
us all to find that road and to inspire us all into

maki ng that journey.
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