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TI ME

Saya ucap berbanyak terima kasih kerana dijenput

untuk menberi ucap utama dal am konf erensi ber kenaan
dengan keganasan atau terrorismini. Saya harap
konferensi ini berjaya nenghasil kan kef ahanan akan
masal ah keganasan yang nencabar duni a dan nenol ong
nmengenal pasti pendekat an yang dapat nengatasi sedikit
sebanyak nusi bah yang neni npa dunia di abad ke-21 ini.

2. The terrorists have been with us throughout
history. Over the last half a century the terrorists
have become nore sophisticated and are nuch nore
focussed. W may not agree with them we may

consi der them m sguided but it would be a nmistake to
think that they terrorise for the sake of terrorism or
because they enjoy terrorising their victins. Their
evil deeds have a purpose, to themat |east. They
would not willingly kill thenmselves in the nost
horrible fashion on Sept 11 if it is not because they
believe there is a purpose for their suicide.

3. And so, whether we like it or not we have to | earn

to understand their psyche if we want to deal with them
if we want to counter them if we want to elimnate them
if we want to stop terrorism

4. But first of all we have to deternmine who is a
terrorist. This is inmportant because peopl e who sone
peopl e describe as terrorists are regarded as nobl e
freedomfighters by sone others. Mdre confusing still,
some are condemmed as terrorists one day, only to be
consi dered respectabl e peopl e anot her day. If we want
the whole world to join in the fight against terrorists
then we nust ensure that a terrorist is a terrorist to
all and everyone at all tines.

5. Exanpl es of the anbivalence in the definition of
terrorists are many. The Jewi sh Hagana, Irgun and Stern
Gang were at one tinme regarded as terrorists and were
hunted by the British. But |later they becane respected

| eaders of Israel. Jonp Kenyatta and Robert Migabe were
described as terrorists and were condemmed by the British
only to becone in the end the acknow edged | eaders of

i ndependent st ates.



6. The Irish Republican Army is a terrorist organisation
in the eyes of the British but are regarded as freedom
fighters worthy of financial support by the Anmericans.

7. Wth such differences in the views of different
people at different times, it is difficult to get the
whole world to join in the fight against terrorism

And if the whole world is not in the fight and the
hunt, if sonme people and sone countries provide shelter
and protection for the terrorists because in their

eyes these are not terrorists, it would be inpossible
to elimnate or liquidate the terrorists and to put an
end to terrorism

8. The operative word is terror. Terrorists use terror
as their weapon. The hijacking and crashing of the
aircrafts create terror in the nminds of people
especially the direct and indirect victinms. Such is the
fear created that people are now afraid to fly. The Abu
Sayyaf ki dnappers inspire fear by beheading their

host ages. Expl odi ng bonbs in public places and killing
i nnocent people inspire fear and terror, and a feeling
of bei ng unsafe anywhere at any time. Unexpected death
stares everyone in the face without one knowing it and
being able to take evasive neasures.

9. Poi soning through chemcals or gas frighten people.
Killing children and non-conbat ants, t aki ng host ages etc.
all cause fear and terror anmong people.

10. |If we have to determne who is a terrorist and who
is not then we have to base it on the act and not on the
person or the group or the race or the religion.

11. Once we are agreed on what constitutes an act of
terror then it would be easy to identify a terrorist.
Even if his cause is noble, even if he is fighting
agai nst oppression, against terrorists thensel ves,
using acts of terror would not be justified. He
beconmes a terrorist. And as a terrorist he should

be outlawed by the world, should be hunted, captured,
tried and appropriately punished.

12. At the nmonment Gsanm bin Laden and his followers are
considered to be terrorists. Adnmitted, at the nonent
they are the prime suspects and they shoul d be hunted.
But despite protests that the war against terrorists is
not a war against |Islam what cannot be denied is that
only Muslimterrorists are being targeted.

13. In Palestine civilians including children are
bei ng shot and killed every day by Israelis. And in
retaliation the Palestinians kill Israelis with human
bonbs at tinmes. Every day Pal estinians face the



possibility of being killed. Can it be said that they
do not live in terror of being the next victinP Yes
the Israelis too, but they have superior firepower and
obviously they instill nore terror in the hearts of

Pal esti nians than the other way round.

14. Then there are the Bosni ans, the Chechens,

the Iragis, the people of Kosovo - all living or had
lived in fear of being killed. Are we to disniss their
terror as of no consequence? Are we just going to hunt
for the collaborators of the 11th Septenber attack and
i gnore the other acts of terror?

15. The Afghans must be living in a state of terror
waiting for the bonbs to rain on them to naimand kil
them their children and their friends. Can we say that
because ot her innocent people had been killed therefore
it isright toretaliate by killing other innocent
peopl e? Terrorists are unprincipled, despicable people.
Shoul d civilised people do unprincipled, despicable

t hi ngs because the terrorists did?

16. And now there is talk of extending the war to
other countries. Iraq should receive the sane
treatment as Afghani stan even if there is no evidence
that they harboured the prine suspect and his
followers. There is sone evidence, as vague as the
evi dence agai nst Osanma bin Laden, that anthrax were
bei ng spread not by Miuslim Arabs but by violently
rightist Christians. W mnust renenber that Ti nothy
McVei gh who bl ew up the Governnent building in Cklahama
bel onged to such a group. Yet while there is talk
about attacking lraq there is no violent rage against
t he spreaders of anthrax or M\Veigh's supporters. W
hate to say it but it is beginning to | ook nore and
nore |ike a war agai nst Muslins.

17. This inpression can only be got rid of if actions
are taken al so agai nst those people who terrorise the
Muslins e.g. against the Israelis in Pal estine. Maybe
the world is not prepared to punish the Israelis. But
at least the world can take action to protect the
Pal estinians, to separate themfromthe Israelis.

18. Terrorists are not people who advertise their
intention to commt acts of terror. They are not

usual ly soldiers in uniform although some can be.
Usual |y they are unrecogni sable until they commit their
terrible acts. Usually they would be |ike ordinary
peopl e. They need not stay in a particular country.
They can be everywhere and anywhere. |ndeed they can
live as very ordinary people in the country they
consider to be their eneny, against whomthey intend to
conmit acts of terror



19. Today we can safely assune that the associates of
those involved in the Sept 11 attack are not just in
Af ghani stan. Today we can assunme that they are in the
U.S. or Europe or in any of the Mislimor non-Mislim
countries. Because we do not know who they are or
where they are it is difficult to wage a conventiona
war agai nst them Af ghani stan may be harbouring them
but it is not necessary that they will be under the
control of the Afghans. Even if the Afghans want to,
they may not be able to hand over the terrorists to the
peopl e who are after them

20. Attacking Afghanistan is not going to result in the
killing or capture of the terrorists. Wping out the

Af ghans, reducing their country to dust will not wipe
out the terrorists. Sone nmay be killed but many others
living outside Afghanistan or who have slipped out of
Af ghani stan woul d escape unscathed. Safe and alive they
can still carry out acts of terror. They are not likely
to be deterred by the killings of the Afghans or the
destruction of the country.

21. On the other hand the killing of the Afghans and
the destruction of that country is likely to anger a
ot of Muslims. Their Governnents may not, though it
is very likely that they too could be angered by the
want on acts against a brother Mislimcountry. But
certainly the vast majority of the Muslins in whichever
country are going to get very angry. And of the many
mllions of angry Muslins there would be quite a few
who would join the ranks of the terrorists and be
willing to die to avenge what is to them a gross
injustice and cruelty. And so the bonbings and
rocketing of Afghanistan, far from progressing the war
to elimnate terrorists would actually result in the
spawni ng of nore terrorists. The world is going to be
saddled with the terrorists problemforever. And we
don't know what new villainy they would think of.

22. Malaysia is famliar with terrorismand the war
against terrorists. Rebel-trained guerillas believe
that guerillas can never be defeated. By their books
the terrorists in Malaysia could not be defeated. But
we defeated them After fighting for 42 years, 1948 to
1990, the terrorists in Malaysia decided to |ay down
ar s.

23. Wy did they do so? They laid down arns because

t he Governnment of Malaysia did not just fight themwth
arns. W did not just chase theminto the jungles and
out of Malaysia. W did not just force themto resort
to the plastic mnes and anbushes. W carried out a
canpaign to win the hearts and ninds of the people so
as to ensure that the terrorists lost their civilian
support.



24. W studied the causes of the disaffection of these
terrorists and their supporters and we took renedi al
action. Qur decision to accord citizenship rights to
over a nillion non-Malays was not regarded as a victory
for the struggle of the terrorists but rather as a
nmeans to win the loyalty of disaffected people and to
get themto join in the war against the terrorists.
This act and others hel ped to nobilise the people of

Mal aysia to defeat the terrorists.

25. Simlarly in the fight against terrorists and
terrorism the causes of the anger and frustration of
the terrorists nmust be studied and action taken to
renove these causes. | believe that the principa

cause is the Palestine issue. Israelis believe they
have a historical claimto the | and of Pal estine but
prior to the deliberate settlement of Jews in Palestine
there were only six thousand Jews agai nst over 300, 000
Arabs. The settlement of Jews after the Second World
War not only reduced the Arab majority, but forced nore
than 1 million Arabs to be displaced and to live in

m serable tent cities for over 50 years. Their

futile attenpts to regain Arab land only resulted in
the Pal estinians losing their own State.

26. After tens of thousands of them had died, they do
not even have a right to their own independent State.
Their | and has been seized by the Israelis who built
settlements on these [ands. Arab houses were bul | dozed
and the occupants forced to evacuate. Al the while
Arabs were killed with inpunity and reported in the
worl d press as retaliation for Arab attacks against the
Jews. Actually the Arab attacks were retaliation for
Jewi sh attacks on the Pal estinians. Wat is an

undeni able fact is that nore Pal estinians are killed
than Jews. Still the Pal estinians were described as
terrorist and their peace overtures were rejected.

27. Although initially the Arabs refused to recognise
an Israeli State, their subsequent recognition did not
result in any relenting on the part of the Israelis.
The Israelis refused to recognise the State of

Pal estine. In frustration the Palestinian restarted
the Intifada. Again stones were thrown at [srael
forces by Palestinian children. The Israelis replied
with live bullets, machi negun fire and rocket attacks.
Children were killed along with those who were

def endi ng the Pal estinian State.

28. There is no sign of the fighting conming to a halt.
International pressure to cease fighting is not
practical. Even if Arafat agreed to a ceasefire , he
cannot possibly stop his people, individuals, bitter at
having lost their children or menbers of their famly



or their friends fromcontinuing to attack and kill the
Israelis. Each attack by Arabs invariably resulted in
nore Arabs than Israelis being killed. And the

Israelis would attack the Arabs with deadly accuracy.
And the Arabs would retaliate i neffectively.

29. W can say that it is because of Arab attacks
that the Israelis have to retaliate. But such

retaliation will not solve the Israeli / Arab conflict.
Only forcible separation of the two people by a strong
UN force can do this. The Palestinians are willing to

have the UN peace keeping force but the Israelis
object. And the world pander to the w shes of the
Israelis. And so the killings and terror goes on.

30. Inthe Muslimworld there is a great deal of anger
whi ch the West cannot understand. But the Mislim
wor |l d, weak and unable to be of any help to the

Pal estinians see in the unwillingness of the West to
stop the Israelis as a sign that the Wst is anti-

Pal estine, anti-Arab and anti-Mislim

31. Most Muslinms will only feel anger, will talk but
will do nothing. But ampng the billion Mislins there
nust be those whose anger cannot be contained. These
are the people who will resort to terror tactics.

32. It is reasonable to believe that if there is no
Pal estinian issue, if the Pal estinians are not being
oppressed and children being killed the anger of the
Arabs and Muslinms woul d not be there or would be nuch
| ess. Certainly there would not be those who woul d be
willing to kill thenselves in that horrible fashion on
11t h Sept enber.

33. The belief that these terrorists act in that

manner because of poverty or because of jeal ousy for
the good life and the freedom of other people does not
refl ect a deep knowl edge of the terrorist mind. Those
who hijacked and crash the aircrafts are not fanatica
illiterates who only see heaven in after-life. These
peopl e came fromthe richer Mislimcountries, countries
wher e generous governnents give all owances and
subsidised the life of the people. These people are
marri ed and have wives and children. They must know
that the course they were taking woul d separate them
permanently fromtheir famly, friends and a good life.
And yet, apparently, they were prepared to die in a
horri bl e fashion as they steered their aircrafts
towards the WIC

34. W nust not glorify these terrorists. But we need
to understand their minds and their nmentality. W need
to do this if we want to understand the reason why they
did this. If we don't then we will not be able to



remove the causes and reduce the incidence of
terrorism

35. Revenge is sweet. But if we are going to

liquidate the culprits alnmost conpletely as is likely
to happen if we sinply bonmb and rocket Afghanistan then
we won't even achieve the revenge that we are after

The terrorists will probably feel sorry that they had
brought death and destruction to their host but they
are nore likely to feel angrier and to be nore
determined to continue with their acts of terror. So
there is no revenge.

36. But in fighting terrorismone must not think of
revenge. One nust think of ways to make the world free
of terrorists. And that is going to require carefu
strat egy.

37. If the whole world, including the Muslimworld, is
to be asked to participate in the elimnation of
terrorists and terrorismthen all terrorists,
irrespective of their race or religion or the
particular acts of terrorismthat they were involved in
nmust be the target for elinination. And these nust
include State terrorists as well, including the Israel
Government of Ariel Sharon, the man responsible for the
massacre of thousands of Pal estinians in Shabra and
Shatilla and is still the man behind the systematic
killings of the Palestinians today. No terrorists
shoul d be spared, no matter whether their cause is
right or not.

38. The world nust be serious about the fight against
terrorists. It will never be conpletely w ped out but
it certainly can be reduced and rendered | ess
frightening for the world. Because of the attack on
Sept 11, the whole world' s econony has been thrown into
recessi on. The cost of turning around the world's
econonmy will be very, very high for at every turn the
possibility of terrorist attacks has to be gauged and
costly counterneasures provided for. It is far better
to spend that noney to reduce or elimnate terrorism
than to try and live in fear of terrorist attacks at a
very high cost.

39. W used to talk of the balance of terror. This
refers to the nuclear arnms held by the East / West
blocs in the cold war. Today the terror conmes not from
great nucl ear powers but fromindividuals and groups
whose capacity to do damage is out of all proportion to
their financial capacity or their technol ogica
capacity. But they hold the bal ance of terror

Per haps the great powers with their command of

sophi sticated technol ogy and unlimted finance may be
able to tilt the balance of terror in their favour



again. But we cannot bank on it, not in the near
future anyway.

40. To elimnate the terrorists we nust know who they
are. Race, religion and country cannot be used to
identify the terrorists. W can only identify
terrorists by their acts. Unfortunately by the tinme
they commit their crime it is too late. If the whole
wor | d cooperates we can determ ne who are their
conpatriots or collaborators or supporters. The world
nmust support action taken specially against these
crimnals.

41. But identifying and hunting the terrorists will be
very difficult and will take a long tinme. The better

i mredi ate solution is to renove the causes of
terrorism W nmay not want to renove these causes
because we do not like to give the inpression that the
terrorists have succeeded. But such an attitude wll
not help. The terrorists nmust be hunted and brought to
justice but the causes of their commtting the acts of
terror must be renpved.

42. Once the causes have been renoved, support for the
terrorists will be much reduced if not cease
altogether. And as in the case of Ml aysia, once the
terrorists lost their support base sooner or |ater

they must give up their activity. Even terrorists

woul d not want to sacrifice their lives for nothing,
and renmoving the cause will nean their sacrifices would
be for nothing.

43. | hope this conference will be able to discuss
terrorismdi spassionately. There is no doubt that the
worl d is under seige. Everyone is exposed to terror
attacks whether they are in any way involved or not.

It is therefore in everyone's interest to seek a
solution to this problem You may not find the

ultimate solution but you are certain to throw up ideas
on howto deal with this terrible problemof the 21st
century; ideas which we can study and develop and in
due course will help us put an end this scourge.

44. 1 wish you a fruitful discussion. W foresee further
di scussi on when the ASEAN countries hold their semnar on
terrorismand hopefully one day the world will admit the
need for the UNto tackle this problemand to seek a
solution to this threat that seens to increase even as our
t echnol ogi cal capacity increases.

Thank you.
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