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TI ME

" MEETI NG THE CHALLENGES OF THE 21ST CENTURY
RCLE OF MUSLI M NATI ONS "

| would like to thank H s Hi ghness Shei kh Makt oum

bin Rashid Al Maktoum the Prime Mnister, and also the
organi sers of this conference for the invitation to
give a talk on a subject that is of great interest to

t he Mal aysi an Governnment and | believe to a | ot of

Musl i m Gover nnents and Muslim people. This subject has
taken on an aura of urgency because the world is
changi ng fast, physically, technologically and in terms
of ideas and concepts on human rel ations, human rights,
and the rel ati ons between the peoples of the world and
between their countries. There is no way we can

i sol ate ourselves fromthe rest of the world, nor erect
barriers agai nst our nei ghbours. Borders are being

made irrelevant both physically and phil osophically.

We cannot anynore prevent others including our enem es
fromcrossing our borders. If their arm es cannot

cross, their ideas and their creed can, with inpunity.
And these ideas and creed are as effective in
subverting and hegenonising as were their arnies and
occupation forces in the past.

2. Remenber it did not take a full war of conquest to
put practically the whole Muslimworld under Western
rule. They easily used the Mislins thensel ves,
including the religious extrem sts and nationalists who
clained to be fighting for Islam to ensure the success
of their conquests.

3. In the afternmath of the Second World War they gave
up their Enpires, including their Miuslimcolonies. It
was not an act of generosity. It was not because they
had ceased to be acquisitive. It was sinply because
they were fighting each other; the Western Bl oc and the
Eastern Bloc and they feared rebellions and defections.

4. Now they are not divided anynore. One bl oc has
triunphed and triunmphed conpletely. They no | onger
fear defection to the other side. There is no nore
ot her side. There is therefore no nore reason to



pl acat e anyone. They nust re-establish their dom nance
over the world. As it happened it is the dom nance of
the capitalists.

5. Mlitary conquest is wasteful and costly,
especially in terns of the lives they may | ose. But
conquest can be by other neans, equally effective, but
less costly. Indeed it can be profitable right from
the word go. By all means have the nilitary back-up
have the capacity to instil fear of their destructive
powers. But use other nmeans that are avail abl e.

6. Today's other neans is economic strength, nmoney in
short. Use noney to undernine nationalismand to

dom nate. And back it with ideas; ideas which are so
powerful that even those steeped in religion and the
values and culture that it creates, will not be able to
resist or to reject these sem -religions.

7. The nost powerful ideas originating fromthe Wst
are denmocracy and hunman rights. Along with these have
cone the ideas of one world, of globalisation, of a
worl d without borders. Who do you think will rule this
single world? Certainly not us, the Muslinms. Yes, we
will be told we will have a share but that would be
pure |ip-services. W, along with the other peoples of
the South will be the subject people, working to enrich
and to enmpower the rich North nore and nore fully, nore
and nore pernanently.

8. After we Muslins have received the nessage of

Islam the only new i deas which have cone our way have
all come fromthe rich North. Qur faith has been
assailed with such ideas and ideol ogi es as
Republ i canism Capitalism Socialism Conmunismand a
lot of others. If we care to examine all these so-

call ed perfect solutions to the woes of human society
we will find that eventually they all prove to be
failures, that the very peopl e who conceive and espouse
themwoul d | ose their faith and enthusi asm and t hat
finally they would be discarded as harnful. But while
they were enanmoured with these ideas they woul d not
hesitate to force them upon the world, by every means
at their disposal

9. The sane thing will one day happen to denocracy.
The idea will be enbellished, enlarged, reinterpreted
again and again. Al and sundry nmust enbrace denocracy
as the perfect systemfor the good of manki nd. And
then one day they will becone disillusioned, will see
the faults in it increasingly and will finally reject
this once great idea.

10. W& have had no part in the fornul ation of these
i deas, nor with the periodical reinterpretation and



enl argenent of their application. W have to react to
t hese ideas. Unable to reject the |ogic and universa
acceptance of these ideas we are forced to try and
justify themaccording to Islam Quite naturally we
will fail because our religion nust insist on justice
and norality and not the absolute freedomleading to
iMmorality now bei ng advocated by the West.

11. Islamis faced with this ideol ogical challenge and
t he chal l enges of nmore new ideas which will conme out of
the North. The capacity of Islamto cone out

victorious in the ideol ogical war is worsened by our
own insistence and enphasis on formrather than
substance. W are carried away by our interpretation

of the "Islamc' dress for exanple rather than the nere
need to cover our body as required by Islam W stress
the manner with which trials should be carried out and
t he puni shment nmeted rather than the justice that Islam
pronot es.

12. W talk about the need for Muslins to be strong in
def ence of thenmsel ves but we eschew the study of the
sci ences needed to enable us to produce nbdern weapons
ourselves. Instead we stress religious studies and
religious piety in order to gain nerit in the next
world. In the process we neglect the injunction of
Islamto al ways be equi pped to defend ourselves and to
put fear in the hearts of the eneny.

13. It is because we msinterpret or wongly enphasi se
the teachings of Islam it is because we stress form
rat her than substance that we Muslinms find ourselves
unable to neet the challenges of the Industrial Age and
now t he I nformati on Age. W shoul d have | earnt the

| essons fromour failure to participate in the

I ndustrial Revolution and shoul d prepare ourselves to
participate in the Information Revol ution, but we are
not .

14. Yet we Muslins are no | ess capable of acquiring
know edge, of innovations and inventions, of spew ng
new i deas as well as the others. W are as capabl e of
governi ng ourselves well and of grow ng and

strengt heni ng our countries as anyone el se. W know
what we need to do. |Indeed our religion gives us al

t he necessary guidance. If we are today |agging

behi nd, di sdai ned and oppressed by others it is because
we have actually forsaken the true teachi ngs of our
religion and returned to our pre-Islamc ways, feuding
wi th each other, closing our mnds to nodern know edge
and ignoring reality, deceiving ourselves that we are
better than others when we are not.

15. Let us take just one of the npbst inportant
teachings of Islam- that all Mislins are brothers.



Can we honestly say that we behave towards each ot her
as brothers? W are enjoined to seek know edge even in
China. But we are not. Instead we interpret seeking
know edge as | earning about religion only. At the tine
of the Prophet could we |earn about Islamin China?
Qovi ously the know edge that we should seek in China is
not Islamc. Probably it was about maki ng gunpowder,
paper, waterwheels, fine porcelain etc.

16. If we are to face the challenges of the 21st
Century, the first thing we nust do is to put our own
houses in order. W have to adm ni ster our countries
wel |, prompting stability and economi c growth, using
the wealth we generate to build needed infrastructures
and to equip ourselves with all the skills of the
Informati on Age and of the Industrial Age as well. W
must al ways be at the cutting edge of technol ogy.

17. To do all these we need to be rational. It is
under st andabl e that we shoul d feel frustrated and
angry. Everywhere we see Muslins oppressed. They are
frequently massacred, their countries forced to accept
hostil e foreign dom nance which render them independent
only nominally. We are helpless to defend oursel ves or
our Muslim brothers anywhere. W see them bei ng shot
and killed virtually before our eyes and there is
not hi ng we can do about it.

18. W appeal for justice to those who talk

i ncessantly of justice and we see themignoring us.
Human rights, justice, fairplay we find to be only
meani ngl ess words and our anger overflows. In
frustration we resort to terrorism But our
frustration only worsens because we gain nothing from
this, only nore oppression.

19. W becone frustrated with our own countries and
our Governnents. Wy cannot they do sonethi ng about

t he oppression and humliation of the Muslins? W vent
our anger agai nst our Governnents by nore acts of
violence and terrorism this time directed at our own
Governments and | eaders. Again we gain nothing, only
succeed i n weakeni ng oursel ves further

20. After years of indiscrimnate acts of terrorism
what have we to show for the sacrifices that we nade?
Not hi ng. W have only brought nore oppression and nore
pai nful retaliations agai nst us. W have not advanced
our cause one iota. W and our own Governnents and
countri es have becone weaker

21. W want quick fixes but there are no quick
solutions to our problems. And nost of us refuse to
believe in the truth of this, in the reality of our
failures. We just do not seemable to | earn



22. If we are going to neet the Challenges of the 21st
Century, we should pause now and take stock. And
havi ng done that calmy and di spassionately we shoul d
then set out to plan for our future; not the next year
not the next decade, but the whole century and nore for
that is howlong it will take to achi eve any degree of
success.

23. First of all we nust go back to the true teachings
of Islam to the al-Quran and the "Hadis'. These

t eachi ngs had obvi ously converted the ignorant desert
Arabs into a brave and tal ented people who were able to
build in less than 100 years a huge enpire extending
fromSpain in the West to China in the East, to build
the greatest civilisation the world had ever seen. If
Islam could do these for the “Jahiliah', the ignorant
ones, there is no reason why it cannot do the same for
us now. We are not as ignorant as those feuding Arab
tribes.

24. The truth is that we have deviated fromthe
teachings of Islam we have at times actually rejected
it in practical terms. W have grossly abused it.

Thus, when we are told to be brothers and to fight only
those not of the faith who make us their enemes, we
now fight “jihads' against fellow Miuslins, declaring
themto be infidels when we know they are not. W
shoul d be preaching | ove and brotherhood of fellow
Muslins but the | earned ones, the political "ul anmas'
are very fond of preaching hatred of other Mislins who
do not accept their teachings and politics and urging
holy wars agai nst them while ignoring conpletely the
non- Musl i m eneni es who are oppressing Miuslims. |ndeed
by what they preach and do they are actually hel ping
the enenies of |slam

25. W are enjoined by Islamto be fair and just in
the adm nistration of our laws. But we care not for
justice and fairness as | ong as we uphold the process
of judgenent. In sone instances we advocate puni shing
the victimrather than the crinmnal. After 1400 years
we have still not codified Islamic laws, leaving it to
the judge to refer to instances of simlar crines in

t he past to pass judgenent and sentence. For nost
Muslim countries the due process of |aw have not been
institutionalised, even though Muslimjurists abound in
Musl i m soci eti es.

26. W& are enjoined by the al-Quran to prepare the
neans to defend Islamand the Muslim ummah'. W are
told to mai ntain warhorses, swords etc. That may put
fear in the hearts of the foes of the Muslins in the
time of the Prophet. That will not work today. W
need guns and tanks, fighter planes and battl eships



etc. But we are not truly capabl e of producing these
weapons. We may be licensed to produce them but by and
| arge we have to buy them sonetimes fromthe very
peopl e who are our foes.

27. If we are really to put fear in their hearts and

to be able to defend ourselves then we nmust have the
capability to devise and produce these arns oursel ves,
upgradi ng themto keep pace or to be ahead of the rest
of the world. To do these we nust acquire the

necessary scientific and technical know edge,

i ndustrial skills and capacity and managenent know how.
But we don't have these because we are not encouraged
by our religious |leaders to acquire these know edge and
skills. They want us to study religion instead because
this will gain us nmerit in the next world. That we

fail to protect the Muslinms as enjoined by the al-Quran
and therefore we lose nerit and we actually sin does
not seemto bother these people.

28. If we go back to the true teachings of Islamon

the need to be able to defend ourselves, we cannot but
agree on the need to acquire know edge of the sciences
and the technol ogi es which will enable us to design and
produce the weapons for our protection. Indeed if we
follow the teachings of Islamwe must acquire all the
know edge in all fields to ensure the well-being of the
Muslinms and the safety of their countries. W should
actually be formul ating and i nmproving on all the
sciences and the skills required for a nodern Islamc
state where the “ummah' is protected and where they are
free of poverty, having adequate good food, able to

cl ot he thenmsel ves and live in decent dwellings,
respected and even | ooked up to by the rest of the
wor | d.

29. Today Muslimcountries w thout exception are being
pressured to switch to denocracy because this is the
current ideology. We nmust not forget that the West had
cone up with many systens, ideol ogies and ideas which
they eventually gave up because they all fail ed.

30. For a long tine the West was extrenely feuda
believing in the Divine Rights of Kings, in the King
could do no wong. Then they found that the Kings
abused their power and they revolted against their

Ki ngs and set up Republics. The Republics did not work
wel |l and they recalled their Kings. Then they

concei ved the idea of denocracy and majority rule,
believing that the majority would know how best they
should be ruled. But the majority oppressed the
mnority.

31. Then they talk of mnority rights and even the
rights of individuals. Today we are seeing the



mnority and the individuals ignoring the rights of the
majority and their denocracy has beconme inmoral and
oppressive to the mgjority. Indeed denocracy causes a
great deal of instability in many countries. Politica
parties nmushroom and use bribery, corruption, threats
and econom ¢ disruptions in order to fight each other
Devel opnent cannot take place as everything is
politicised. The energy and the wealth of the whole
nation is wasted in political infighting between
nunerous political parties set up for nothing nore than
the furtherance of the political anbitions of various
aspirants for the highest post in the country.

32. Today denocracy does not work even in the nost
experi enced denocracies of the West. What is working
now i s noney, not najority will. No one can win

el ecti ons wi thout nmoney. The cost of campaigns is so
hi gh that poor aspirants can get nowhere unless he is
supported by people with the noney. In the end it is
the wealthy who will rule the country, not directly
per haps, but as effectively as if they are sitting in
t he Chief Executive's chair

33. The abuses and distortions of the denocratic
systemw Il go on until one day it is discarded in
favour of a new perfect system This is the natura

hi story and evol ution of the various political systens
of the West. They emerge, they are enbraced, they are
enbel i shed, interpreted and reinterpreted until they
becorme completely different fromthe original. Then
they lead to abuses, nmore and nore with the passage of
time. Then they are discarded. Thus Feudalism
Republ i cani sm Soci al i sm and Conmuni sm Now Capitalism
is triunphant as it rides on the back of denocracy.

But already the distortions are showi ng up. Eventually
denocracy, liberalism the free market will all be

di scar ded.

34. Muslimcountries should not be in a hurry to
enbrace denocracy. W really don't understand how it
wor ks, especially liberal denmocracy, and it will do us
nore damage than whatever systemthat we practice in
our countries. It is not the systemthat matters. It

i s good governance by good people that we need. And
feudal kings, even dictators have provided and can
provi de good governance. |ndeed beni gn ki ngs and

di ctators, conscious of their duty, adhering to the
teachings of the religion can provide better
governments than el ected Presidents bent on maintaining
popul arity at all costs. The only thing good about
denocracy is that theoretically at |east, we can change
CGovernments wi t hout viol ence.

35. Good Governnents is not beyond us Muslins. W
need a professional civil service, a professiona



police force and a professional defence force. They
can all be trained and installed with the right spirit
and the proper sense of duty to the nation. Rules and
regul ati ons, rewards and puni shnent can be devised to
ensure that there is mninmal corruption or abuse.
Systens of monitoring performances can be put in place
in order to maxim se the achi evements of the

Gover nent .

36. Under a good honest |eader, be he a king or a
Prime Mnister or a President, hel ped by advisers and
experts, a country can develop to a high level. It can
become stabl e, peaceful, wealthy and fully able to dea
with all challenges, ideological or material. It can
beconme sophisticated in every way, able to conpete in
every field. Being a Muslimecountry will not prevent
this from bei ng achi eved.

37. If the Muslimcountries are going to play a role
inthis century it nust first establish good
CGovernments dedicated to devel oping the countries to
achi eve devel oped country status. W are not going to
be able to do this overnight. It will take time, a |lot
of time, but it is possible. |Islamenjoins upon us to
be patient. There is nothing inherent in Islamor in
the Muslins to prevent them from achi eving this.

38. Even as we strive towards establishing stable and
peaceful Mislimcountries, we should be preparing
ourselves to deal with the challenges that will be
com ng our way. We are now already in the Infornmation
Age. It is going to transformour |ives conpletely.

We have to accept that there is no way we can isolate
and insul ate ourselves. W are going to be assail ed by
i nfornmation, both good and bad, and those which can
underm ne our faith. We will have to strengthen our

I slami ¢ noral strength not by appealing to blind faith
but by reason and logic. Certainly we nmust not try to
i gnore what is happening around us. W nust know that
what is bad will weaken and destroy us but what is good
will give us strength and success. And knowi ng this we
must resolve to reject what is bad and extol and
practice what is good as enjoi ned upon us by Islam

39. Mastery of the sciences and the technol ogies
shoul d be easy if we are not prevented from |l earning
t hem or harassed by the theol ogians. | am sure that

gi ven the opportunity Mislimscholars will once again
donminate the world. They will not only master all the
know edge extant but wi |l devel op new know edge. Best
of all their faith will bring norality into the
application of the know edge that they acquire.

40. Al this while Mislins nust eschew aggressi veness
and thoughtl ess violence. As good Muslins we nmust seek



peace and seek to live in peace with the rest of the
world. | am absolutely sure that the oppression of the
Muslinms will cease once the Miuslims and their countries
are as well devel oped as the best devel oped countries
of the world. W nust of course be capable of

def endi ng ourselves wi th our own weapons but they
shoul d never be used for blatant aggression. W nust
instead play a role together with other countries in

t he mai ntenance of peace in the world.

41. Today many Muslimcountries are very rich but they
are not categorised as devel oped. The reason is clear
They do not have the industrial and comrercia
capacities of the devel oped countri es.

42. On the other hand there are nmany Mislim countries
whi ch are extremely poor. They have nostly to depend
on the charity of the non-Mislinms. Few Muslim
countries have foreign aid progranmes even for Mislim
countri es.

43. But should the Muslimcountries succeed in

est abl i shi ng good Governnents and devel opi ng

t hensel ves, they should not help only the poor Mislim
countries. Just as the non-Mislinms help Muslim
countries, we should be prepared to help all poor
countries.

44, In a world that is so extrenmely rich, there really
shoul d not be any poor countries. W can blanme the
peopl e of these countries for their own poverty but
blaming themw ||l not make themrich. The rich of the
worl d, be they Muslinms or non-Mislinms, nust help the
poor to enrich thenselves. This is entirely possible.
We shoul d not be prosel ytising but we nust correct
their wong inpressions of Islamas being an

anachroni smgiven to violent and irrational behaviours.
It is the duty of Muslims to give Islama good imge
even if it gains us nothing. But | believe it wll
benefit us a lot as we seek to play a role in world
affairs in the 21st Century.

45. Muslinms must make up for the mistakes in the past
which | eave Islamin disrepute. W should not seek to
be accepted as partners in the building of a better
worl d. We should prove that it is our right as Muslins
and that our countries have as much capacity to

i nfluence the direction of world progress as anyone

el se.

46. W are being forced to accept a gl obalised world.
So far it is an idea crystallised and interpreted by
the West. But it is not necessary that their
interpretation is right or final. W the Mislim
countries must have a say, a big say, in the shaping of



this globalised world

47. But we nust base our stand on the | ogic of our
interpretation rather than nmerely say that it is based
on our faith. Muslinms may accept the injunctions of
the religion without question but others will not. W
must put up our ideas and proposals based on | ogic and
reasoni ng and on the maxi mum good that it can bring to
t he maxi mum nunber of people. This should not be too
di fficult because globalisation as it is presently
defined will benefit only the rich few Indeed the
richest will benefit the nost and the poorest will get
even poorer. Qur proposals nust be nore equitable and
fair, aimng at nothing |l ess than the enriching of al

t he peoples of the world, irrespective of race or
religion or geographical |ocation

48. This is the role that Miuslimnations can play and
must in the 21st Century. Wile striving to establish
reasonably good relation anong Muslimcountries, while
striving for and adopting good governance and
devel opi ng their nations; having discarded the

sensel ess expressions of anger and frustrations, the
Musl i m nations nust help contribute towards world peace
and prosperity by adopting a rational clear-headed
policy in their relation with each other and with the
rest of the world. The Muslins and Miuslimcountries
nmust once again play the role that they played when
they built the Great MuslimCivilisation. After
achieving this or even while striving to achieve this
it is nost likely that nany of the problens in the

rel ati on between Mislim and non-Mislimcountries wll
be resol ved.

49. The chal |l enges of the 21st Century will be many
and varied. But these chall enges can be nmet and, if
not overcone, at |east somewhat blunted if the Muslins
face themwith rationality and resoluteness. In the
process the role of the Muslimcountries will be
defined and recogni sed.

50. The 21st Century mnust be made the century of the
worl d where all and everyone, including the Mislinms and
their countries will prosper and take their proper

pl aces as equal partners. Qur role is not to be

domi nated or to dom nate but to be equal partners in a
richer equitable world that is nore rational. Insya-
Al l ah.
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