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TI ME

"THE | SSUE AND CHALLENGES I N THE 21ST CENTURY"

Let me begin by extending a warm wel comre to al

partici pants and speakers to the International Sem nar
on "The I npact of G obalisation on the Islamc Wrld:
The Issues and Chall enges in the 21st Century". | hope
that you will have a pleasant stay and a fruitfu

di scussi on here.

2. This Seminar is nost tinmely as it addressess

current trends in globalisation and the chall enges that
it has unl eashed on the devel oping world which of
course include the Muslimworld, for all of themare
devel opi ng countries, none being devel oped at all

al t hough they may be very rich

3. Muslins must remenber that they mssed the

I ndustrial Revolution conpletely. Wile they were busy
debati ng whet her noderni sation was conpatible with

I sl am or not, while they were condemning each ot her
over trivia regarding science and religion, while they
consi dered for years whether electricity could be used
i n mosques or not, the Europeans were busy applying

t heir new know edge of things nechanical, of

engi neeri ng, of reduci ng human | abour wi th machi nes.
They trained and reassigned their workers so as to work
in factories, devel oped mass production techni ques,
constantly inproved the quality of their products,
reduced cost and built nass nmarkets. They inmproved the
speed and capacity of their transportation and captured
foreign markets. And of course they produced better
weapons and with this they put an end to the Muslim
Empire. It was the Industrial Revolution which
destroyed the Miuslim Enpire.

4. Now it looks like we are again going to be left
behind in the Informati on Revol ution, a revol ution that
will shrink the world and force the Miuslins to be
rubbi ng shoul ders with all kinds of people, people not
only of different religions but possessing new nor al
val ues which are totally repugnant to the Muslins.



5. In the past we could isolate ourselves and try to
practise our religion and our values free fromthe

pol luting influence of others. It is not possible now
The TV and the Internet and even the tel ephone bring
the private lives of alien people with alien cultures
right into our homes, our bedroonms even. W nay want
to force our people to reject outside influence, we my
even ban tel evisions and ci nemas, but for how | ong can
we do it? The invasion of our world is already on but
it will beconme even nore pervasive. There is no

escapi ng.

6. Now we have gl obalisation, a world without

borders. Can we keep out things if we have no borders?
Spy pl anes and satellites | ook down at us and see
everything that we do. There is really no nore
privacy, and Muslins are very private people.

7. New ideas are being pronpted and spread which
strike at the very foundation of our religion. Can we
deal with human rights which include freedomto choose
one's own religion? Can we deal with the right to free
access to information, including informtion about
other religions or distorted versions of our religion,
and por nogr aphy?

8. W see the advocates of globalisation furiously
preparing thensel ves to take advantage of a borderl ess
worl d market. They are all com ng together, the great
banks and the giant corporations. They are acquiring
and nergi ng and acquiring and nergi ng again. Each one
of themis already bigger than npst countries. They
can buy up countries if they want to. Certainly they
can buy our politicians.

9. They are truly powerful and very influenti al

Their Governments have to do their bidding and so nust
ot her Governnents. Reducing investnments, pulling out
capital, devaluing currencies, pressuring Governnents
to change and to legislate in their favour and a host
of other things can be done by these giants which wll
be good for them but not necessarily good for the
country in which they operate or in the world at |arge.

10. A gl obalised, borderless, deregulated world is
what the advocates of gl obalisation are pushing for.
How woul d we know when we are invaded if we have no
borders? I nvasi on need not take the form of armes
marching into our countries. W can be invaded by
busi nessnmen, by banks, by corporations, by ideas and
val ues and noral codes which are alien to us. The
effect is the same as a military invasion. In fact it
is worse than that. Every aspect of our lives will be
i nvaded. Qur nminds will be invaded. Even our religion



wi |l be invaded.

11. | adnmit | ampainting a frightening picture of
globalisation. It is frightening but it is entirely
possi bl e, unless of course the Muslimcountries act in
concert and participate in the shaping of

gl obalisation, to redefine it, to tame it, to nake it
into an ideol ogy which can benefit us as nuch as the
rest of the world. We cannot reject globalisation
outright but we can influence its interpretation, we
can regulate it, we can change its pace and we can
reshape it.

12. d obalisation need not nean a borderl ess worl d.

The borders could still be there and shoul d be
respected. Wth borders we can determ ne what can
cross and what cannot. We will not be in full contro

of course. Information in all forms can cross borders
unrestricted because of nodern technol ogy. But we can
devel op the software and even hardware which can keep
out at least sone of the dirt which come with the

i nformati on.

13. Wth borders we can protect sone of our industries
until they are ready to conpete. W can restrict or

i npose taxes on products which would conpete unfairly
wi th our businesses. W can stop the currency
mani pul ators frominmpoverishing us at will, as they did
in East Asia in 1997-1998. Wth borders there are many
things we can do to sustain ourselves and to gain tine
to prepare for the seeningly inevitable - a totally

der egul at ed gl obal i sati on.

14. There is no reason why gl obalisation cannot be
regulated. It is nonsense to claimthat the narket
will regulate itself. The market is about naking
profits; not about ethics, not about disciplining
Governments. The nmarket has shown that it is prepared
for the players to fight to the death w thout anyone
attenpting to stop the fight. The nmarket is not
interested in the social consequences of naxim sing
profits. Thus the currency traders are prepared to
destroy whol e economies, throw nmillions out of work,
cause riots, arson and the killing of innocent people
and the overthrow of Governnments, so as to nmake profits
which are only a minute fraction of what they had
destroyed.

15. No. The markets cannot be relied upon to regul ate
itself or society or Governnents. The regul ati on of
the market nust remain the responsibility of
CGovernments. Governments, whether denocratic or not
nmust care for the whole nation; all the people and not
just the traders. If traders have to be curbed in the
greater interest of society, then the Governnment nust



curb themw th appropriate and adequate regul ati ons and
| aws.

16. Monopolies and oligopolies nust be broken down.

The Muslimcountries together with other devel oping
countries must oppose the attenpts to corner the narket
by setting up huge banks and corporations which prevent
any new business fromstarting up or growi ng. There
will be a price to pay of course. No doubt the huge
and capital-rich corporations can be nore efficient,
reduci ng cost and inproving quality. But we have been
able to achieve a fair degree of efficiency and the
quality of products have inproved w thout these huge

gi ant corporations or banks. The process nmay be sl ower
but efficiency and quality are not static. Even with
the big corporations, research and devel opment nust be
continuous in order to inprove results and products al
the tine.

17. On the other hand in the absence of nonopolistic
giants the snmall can hope to build businesses

i ndependently, to innovate and to prosper reasonably.
The whol e worl d's popul ati on cannot becone enpl oyees
and wage-earners working for big corporations where
they are just so nany cogs in the nunerous wheels of
t hese gi ants.

18. Protection of local industries nmust be all owed, at

| east until they are ready to conmpete with the so-
called nmulti-nationals. W know these nulti-national
corporations are no nore nulti-national than are our

i ndustries. Their |abour force may be from many

nati ons but their ownership and their direction remins
with the very rich countries.

19. The pace of globalisation rmust be slowed now. It

i s advancing too rapidly. The devel oping countries are
unable to cope even with the negotiations on Wrld
Trade. Agai nst the numerous experts fromthe rich
countries, their negotiating teams can nake no headway.
Di vi ded, the devel opi ng countries including the Miuslim
countries are no match for the sophisticated argunents
of the experts representing the rich advocates of

gl obal i sati on.

20. Currency trading should be regulated and totally
transparent if at all there should be currency trading.
Currency is not a conmodity which can be used as raw
material or for consunption. Currency is nere tokens
and their values are entirely artificial. Governnents
are the only authority which can assign values to the
currency. OF course Covernnments can cause currencies

to deval ue by m smanagenment but it is entirely possible
for Governments to fix the exchange rate of the
currencies. An international organisation can be



created which will determ ne whether there should be a
change in the exchange rate or not. Many things can be
done with the International financial regime which can
stabilise exchange rate and free international trade
fromuncertai n exchange rates.

21. These are some of the things that can be done to
render gl obalisation | ess dangerous to the devel opi ng
countries. There are probably nmany nore nodifications
whi ch can be nade to gl obalisation in order to ensure
that it will benefit everyone, rich and poor, big and
smal |, devel oped and devel opi ng.

22. But while we try to change or to stal

gl obal i sati on, we cannot afford to wait for the results
of our actions. W have to be prepared to deal wth

t he dangers posed by gl obalisation and we have to | earn
al |l about the technol ogies and the applications they
can offer. W cannot afford the kind of suspicions we
had entertai ned about industrialisation and

noderni sation this time around. OF course there will
still be those who would say that worldly success is
not for us Muslims. For us the afterlife is nore
important. |f disaster strikes us the Almghty wll
save us for we are Muslins.

23. Those who say this forget that Allah will not
change the fate of those who do not strive to change
their fate thenselves. If we just make no attenpt to
handl e the threat posed by globalisation, if we sinply
leave it to Allah's will, we really cannot expect the
Al m ghty to save us.

24. Unfortunately there are many Muslins in these
countries and | believe in npbst other Miuslimcountries
who will not only do nothing to save thensel ves but who
will actually actively try to prevent other Mislinms
fromtaking any pre-enptive action by violently
opposing it. Since they consider that we should | eave
our fate in the hands of Allah, it is strange that they
shoul d actually be taking positive steps to prevent
Muslims from saving thensel ves. They should | eave it

to Allah SSWT. to stop us. But when it comes to
propagating their belief they are prepared to act and
they don't trust Allah to do it for them But whether
it is strange or not every time Muslimcountries try to
t ake positive neasures to keep up with devel opnent in
the rest of the world and to prevent thenselves from
bei ng donmi nated by others, there will be groups of
Muslim fanatics who will do their best or worse to keep
Musl i ms backwards and vul nerable in the name of |slam
In fact these Muslins who want us to remain backward
are traitors to Islamand the Mislinms. Know ngly or
unknowi ngly they are working for the enemes of |slam



25. And so if we the mpjority of the Miusline want to
avoi d being swall owed up by gl obalisation we must |earn
to master it. The first things that Miuslimcountries
must do is to learn all about Information Technol ogy
which is so intricately linked to gl obalisation

26. Learning about Information Technol ogy shoul d not

be confined to its application alone. W nust have the
capacity to devel op the basic software which is so very
essential and yet so very costly for us to acquire now.
We nust devel op our own basic software on which to
devel op other softwares. W nust in fact devel op our
own Internet or Intranet. There is no reason at al

why we rmust use only the Internet for all applications.

27. This is a tall order perhaps but what sone people
can do others can also do. And we should be able to do
better.

28. Beyond software we nust devel op our own hardware

We nust design and produce the mcrochi ps w thout which
there woul d be no Information Technol ogy. W nust
devel op all kinds of applications for the

nm croprocessors, applications not only in conputers and
conmuni cati on but also in engineering, in autonated
machi nes and robots, in precision engineering, in the
manuf acture of sophisticated instruments and appliances
and a host of other applications.

29. Fromthese we nust devel op our own nmanufacturing

i ndustries so as to reduce our dependence on others.

In fact we nust now catch up with the Industria

Revol ution that we missed. Qur nmanufacturing capacity
must at | east be equal to those of devel oped countries.

30. Perhaps this thing that | propose is a tall dream
It is of course a dream But we do have the resources
and the expertise, albeit linited at the nonent. W
are not going to beat the devel oped countries but we
shoul d be able to catch up with themin tinme, or at

| east not be left so far behind as we are now.

31. W& have a duty to our religion to do this.

G obalisation is not just about material wealth but

al so about values. W see the destruction of norality
in the materialistic world. Today honbsexuality is
actively encouraged and in some instances even

i ncestuous relation between siblings and parents and
children are tolerated. It seens that in the name of
human rights anything is allowed, nothing is barred.
Marriage and famlies are no | onger respected
institutions. They are neither formalised nor

consi dered necessary. Families are defined as two
people or nore living together w thout any recognised
marri age cerenony or registration and begetting and



rearing children of indeterninate parentage.

32. Muslimcountries and Muslim Governnents have a

duty to ensure that globalisation will not result in
the margi nalisation of their countries as happened wth
the Industrial Revolution and Industrial age. W

cannot afford it this time. If once again we mss this
opportunity to keep pace with the radical and rapid
advances now being made with technol ogy and the

sci ences, and the changes they cause to the world's
perceptions of things, the new ideas and concepts in
human and international relations; if we mss all these
and fail to handle themthen we will not only be

mar gi nal i sed, but we will be dom nated and hegenoni sed
per manent|y.

33. W also stand exposed to the underm ning of our
religion and our value system W nmay think we can
i sol ate and insul ate ourselves but this is a fal se
hope. Even if we can keep our borders, we cannot
prevent wireless conmunication from penetrating our
soci ety.

34. Already we have to accept and practise alien

i deol ogi es, concepts and val ues. Qur systens of
CGovernment have to change and we have to constantly
justify and apol ogi se for our practices and val ues.

O course sone of us are extrene and we shoul d condemn
them but the vast majority of us are noderate and
rational. Qur systens and our val ues are not absolutely
bad al though we have to rid ourselves of pre-Islamc and
cul tural values which are actually not Islamc but are
tri bal

35. W the noderates and the rational nust try to

under stand gl obal i sation, the technology that is
driving it and the inevitability of globalisation in
some form or another. Understanding this we mnust
prepare ourselves not only to fend off the dangers but
to make use of globalisation so as to catch up with the
devel oped countries in both Infornation Technol ogy and
i ndustrial capacity. W must not miss this opportunity
if we want to preserve our independence and the essence
of our religion and val ues. \Wether the inpact of

gl obalisation on us will be beneficial or not depends
upon us. Blaming others will get us nowhere. Renmenber
the Quranic injunction that Allah will not change the

fate of those who do not try to inprove their fate
t hensel ves. Renenber also that all that is bad is due
to our own doing, all that is good cones from Al l ah
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