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TI ME

I wish to thank the organisers, the Miltinedia

Devel opnent Corporation and Lucent Technol ogies (M Sdn
Bhd, for inviting ne to officiate the opening of the
MSC- Lucent Bell Labs Technol ogy Forum here today.

2. The MSC Lucent Bell Labs Forumidea was first

nmoot ed during M Ben Verwaayen's visit to Malaysia in
March | ast year. Ben, who is the Vice-Chairman of
Lucent Technologies Inc, is a permanent menber of the
MSC I nternational Advisory Panel (1AP) and is one of
t he key supporters of the MSCinitiative.

3. In ny discussion with Ben, he highlighted that Bell Labs
traditionally hold technical sem nars and tal ks on technol ogy
trends and visions especially in the networking area. W tal ked
about the possibility of expanding the sem nar programe beyond
purely scientific and technical topics into the realmof its

i npact on our everyday |ives and businesses of the future. From
this sinple idea, the MSC- Lucent Bell Labs Technol ogy Forum was
concei ved

4. Through this forum we hope that our |ocal scientists and
corporate executives could interact and network with the
scientists and technol ogi sts from Lucent and Bell Labs on a broad
range of technol ogies, particularly in tel ecommunication and
conput i ng.

5. Anong other things, the forumains to share and present
updat es of technol ogi cal devel opnents in the field of

tel econmuni cation; in addition to providing insights on the
direction of these devel opnments and to outline its inplications,
and the nethods of managing the visible future by anal ysing these
foreseeabl e technol ogi cal devel opments and trends.

6. Malaysia will gain significantly as one of the spin-offs
expected is the sparking and collaboration in R& activities in
t he conputing and tel econmuni cation field anong our |oca

uni versities and busi ness organisations with centres of
excel | ence around the gl obe. One such exanple is the R&
activities in Miultinmedia University, which benefits fromthe
Lucent Bell Labs Visiting Professorship Programe.

7. The forumw Il also serve as a platformfor snart



partnershi ps anongst the industry driven R&D centres
and as a guide to assist Ml aysi an conpani es and
universities to define strategic issues, directions and
focus in their R& activities. The forumw |l also

i ncl ude di al ogue sessi ons between Ml aysi an R&D

conmuni ties and Lucent Bell Labs technol ogy executives.

8. Some of the technol ogical devel opnents highlighted in this
forumw || spur the rapid growh of Internet usage and
application and the devel opnents in the field of

tel econmuni cations into the next generation

9. They will becone the foundation and catal yst for the
creation of Knowl edge econom es and Know edge societies. The
energence of know edge societies has been a central factor in
driving the growth in international trade and contribution
towards national wealth creation

10. Innovation, R&D and the role of know edge workers are
becom ng key elements in the new econom ¢ nodel as we nove from
commodi ty based trading to electronic trading. W nust continue
to focus our efforts in encouragi ng entrepreneur skills with
venture fund support and ensure our graduates are equi pped with
the skills and know edge that is in line with the changes in the
mar ket and the way we do business.

11. The Multinmedi a Super Corridor initiative has provided many
of the enablers for K-econony to flourish such as ready pool of
know edge workers fromthe MSC | ocated universities, world class
tel econmuni cations facilities, venture funding, incubator centre
network for entrepreneur growh and the nurturing of the ICT
SME' s.

12. The MSC will lead the way for Malaysia into the Information
Age and K-econony. It will help Malaysia to develop into a K-
society in line with the Vision 2020 and towards this goal we
Mal aysi ans must strive forward.

13. | hope that we have all gained a better understanding and
insight into the potential opportunities, challenges and form new
partnershi ps and alliances to enable us to successfully prosper
in the emergi ng K-econony.

14. In spite of all the recent changes in Lucent, | amvery
happy that Lucent has continued to show its trenendous support
for the MSC through its various comtnents.

15. | amconfident that this forumw Il bring forth all the
benefits that it was set out to bring to the MSC, the Ml aysian
scientific, technical and business comunities.

16. On that note, | have great pleasure in declaring
open the MSC- Lucent Bell Labs Technol ogy Forum
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