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TI ME:

It gives me great pleasure to welcome to Seri

Perdana this evening the Hon. Prime Mnister of St.
Lucia and Ms. Anthony and nmenbers of his del egation
Their visit to Malaysia is a historic mlestone in our
relations in that this is the first visit ever by a
Prime Mnister of St. Lucia to Ml aysi a.

2. Prime Mnister, | recall nmy own visits to St.
Lucia in 1991 and nore recently in 1999 and the warm
and generous hospitality |I received during those
visits. During ny last visit we had tal ked about the
possibility of your visiting Malaysia. | amdelighted
that you have now gi ven ne the honour to host you and
your del egation in Ml aysia.

3. Malaysia and St. Lucia share many things in conmon
even though we are geographically far apart. Because of
our common historical background, we share a simlar
system of CGovernnent as well as simlar l[egal and

admi nistrative structures. W are al so both nmenbers of
t he Conmonweal th and the G oup of Seventy- Seven.
Equal 'y inmportant, we share a common aspiration to
devel op our respective nations in order to secure
peace, prosperity and stability for our peoples in a
rapi dly changi ng and chal | engi ng worl d.

4. Malaysia would like to build upon these

commonal ities to strengthen bilateral cooperation. W
can and rmust find ways to assist each other and | earn
fromeach other. In this connection, we want to work
with St. Lucia to develop a nmutually benefici al
framework for bilateral cooperation. Ml aysia also
stands ready to cooperate with St. Lucia under our
Techni cal Cooperation Programme. | believe that

Mal aysi a can al so offer the young people of St. Lucia a
conduci ve, friendly and conpetitive environnent to
pursue their higher education at fees which are very

| ow and conpetitive. | hope you will take back with you
t he message that our universities, and particularly
those that specialise in information technology is open
to St. Lucians. Studying in Malaysia will also expose
St. Lucia to the dynam cs and the vast economc
potential of our East Asian region.



5. 1 wish to reiterate that we will al so encourage
Mal aysi an busi nessnen to consider investing in St
Lucia's tourismindustry. The tourismindustry has
been growing in Malaysia. We had nore than 10 mllion
tourists last year. Perhaps our people can contribute
to your tourist industry.

6. Mal aysia has al ways believed in seeking to

establ i sh and enhance friendshi ps across the globe. As
a smal | devel opi ng country, Mal aysia has been
particularly keen to strengthen relations w th other
devel opi ng countries. We think this is of strategic

i nportance. W have seen how smal | devel opi ng countries
are often ignored and sidelined at inportant gl oba
conferences and negotiations on trade, finance and
other critical issues. W are acutely aware of the raw
deal you had in the banana trade.

7. For this reason, Ml aysia has been a consi stent
advocate of closer South-South relations. W have al so
been very active in the Goup of 77, the Goup of 15
and the Non-Aligned Mvenent. | hasten to add that it
is not our desire nor is it our intention to seek
confrontation with the devel oped countries. Wat we

are striving to achieve is a fairer system of

consul tation and decision making in which the interests
of both devel opi ng and devel oped countries can be given
appropriate consideration.

8. Qur ability to forge an effective South-South
consensus that woul d enabl e devel opi ng countries to
speak wi th one voice and coordi nate our positions wll
be particularly crucial in the context of the new round
of WIO negotiations. There is a real fear that the new
round coul d severely di sadvant age devel opi ng countries.
We are being asked to renove the safety net that we
have put in place to protect our economes with no
guarantees that our interests will be protected, that
we will gain anything substantive in return.

9. It is ny hope that Ml aysia and St. Lucia,

toget her with other devel oping countries wll
strengt hen our own process of consultation and dial ogue
in order that we may be better able to press for the

i nterests of devel opi ng countries.

10. Once again, please allow me to say how honoured we
are to wel cone you to Mal aysia. W trust that you will
have a pleasant and fruitful visit. On the basis of our
di scussion this norning, | think I can say that we have
est abl i shed a good franework for our future relations.
Pl ease convey to the people of St. Lucia the warm
greetings and good wi shes of the people of Ml aysia.
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