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TI ME

Q How do you see the devel opnent in Af ghani stan?

A It is going to be very nessy. Because that is the
way of Afghani stan. They have many different tribes
and many different warlords, each one will pull towards
different directions, so formng a coalition with the
pur pose of defeating Taliban is one thing. Formng a
coalition to govern Afghanistan is totally different.
This is where they will be disunited, and they cannot
govern Afghani stan properly. Also they are also guilty
of atrocities against the people of Afghanistan. O
course the Northern Alliance is nore |iberal m nded
than the Taliban. But the Northern Alliance include
many ot her warlords, |eaders of different tribes, and
of different regions. In order for the coalition to be
ef fective, everybody nmust be brought in. But they
cannot agree anong thensel ves.

Q Is there any good way to solve this probl enf

A It is very difficult. Because these people are

very factional, and they cannot agree anong thensel ves.
VWhat they need is a very strong | eader. But Ahmad Shah
Massood has been killed. He and Burhanuddi n Rabbani
provi ded a strong | eadership, but Rabbani cannot
provide mlitary |eadership that Masood provided.

There will be a lot of infighting. It will take tine.

Q How do you see the role of the UN?

A. They should play the honest broker. The United
Nati ons should try to bring the people together. To
hel p the people is the nost inmportant thing. To
provide aid, food, to repair the damaged roads, etc.

Q Are you still against of the US attack on
Af ghani st an?



A. Wll it has renoved the Taliban, but as you see,
the Northern Alliance is not going to cooperate with
the United States or Britain. They refused the
British. The British happily | anded there thinking
that the Northern Alliance had won and they could cone
in, but they are told to get out. Afghanistan is like
that. They are very independent.

Q WII this be like repeating the Vietnam War?

A It can be like that. If the United States tries to
enforce their rule on Afghanistan there will be a fight
because Afghanistan will never allow foreigners to rule
their country or dominate their country no matter who
they are.

Q Wiy are there negative feelings towards US even
here in Ml aysi a?

A It is a general feeling in Malaysia including from

t he opposition parties. Maybe opposition parties are
stronger in their views. Nearly everyone is opposed to
the US attack on Afghani stan because nost of the people
killed in Afghani stan are innocent people. Sone

menbers of the Taliban will be captured but nost will
escape. Osama bin Laden's people will escape. It wll
be very difficult to arrest them even if you do, there
will be no guarantee that the Al Qaeda nenbers who are
out si de of Afghanistan will not be active. He has

cells in many different countries. W understand this
ki nd of operation because we were dealing with
terrorists in Ml aysia.

Q What terrorist are you tal king about in Ml aysia?

A After Wrld War Two, there were 12,000 arned

Chi nese Communi sts. The only way to tackle themis to
address their grievances. Once you renove their

gri evances, then the people will not support terrorist
activities. In the same way we have al ways been
advocating for the basic causes of terrorismbe
tackled. If you don't tackle that, you can never be
assured if somebody who is on his own would not becone
aterrorist. Because they are prepared to die, it
doesn't require many people to do sonething. One
person will be enough to do |ots of damage

Q In Ml aysia, there are sonme Ml aysi ans who are



related to Al Qaida?

A. Yes, about 50. W& have tracked down quite a nunber
of them They were trained in Afghanistan

Q Do you think this is a war against |slanf

A. So far, the focus is only on Muslimterrorist, as
if there is no other terrorist. W know for sure that
there are a lots of terrorist in the world. In Japan
you have Aum Shinri kyo. You used to have the Japanese
Red Arny. They canme here and took over the Anerican

I nternational Assurance Buil ding where the US enbassy
was | ocated. W had to exchange prisoners etc.
Terrorists are everywhere and this requires

i nternational action. There nust be internationa
cooperation by giving information and not

di scrimnating between terrorists. The terrorist are
not Muslinms al one. Look at Bosnia, Chechnya. There
were 200, 000 Bosnian Muslins killed. But there was no
wor |l d movenent, coalition to fight against Serbian
terrorism So it gives the inpression that the death
of 200,000 Muslins is not as inportant as 6,000 people
who died in Anerica. That is the inpression that is
given. You can't get the Muslimcountries to cooperate
when they see only Muslimterrorists are hunted. In
Britain they even discrimnate between their terrorist
and foreign terrorist by |aw

Q Have you read d ash of Cvilizations by Sanue
Hungt i ngt on?

A. 1 went through it. It is a war against terrorism
but selective war against terrorismso far. There is
no desire to go after other terrorists including in
Pal estine which is the nost inportant question for the
Muslims. Recently five children were killed by
Israelis. It seens that it is acceptable. That is the
feeling of the Muslins. One billion Miuslins feel the
sane way.

Q Do you think this war will be extended to nore
harsh relationship in the M ddl e East?

A If the killing of Pal estinians goes on, it wll.
Yes, Palestinians also kill the Israelis. What they do
is very little. If they kill one Israeli, then 10

Pal estinians will be killed. If ten Pal estinians are
killed, then the Pal estinians want to kill nore
Israelis, so there is retaliation again. It continues,
never stops. You cannot expect Arafat to tell his
peopl e, don't attack the Israelis. Wen sone

Pal esti ni ans know their own brothers and children have



been killed by Israelis, and then say we have the Peace
Treaty so please stop attacking Israelis, they cannot
stop. Arafat is not as strong as the Israel

government, he also has to face various groups of his
supporters who would only support himif they think he
is right. For himto just order themto stop, it won't
work. He is not even head of a real independent
government. They won't even allow himto set up a
State. In a country where the government is very weak,
peopl e become anarchic. They don't care about |aw and
order. They do what they |like. You cannot expect
Arafat to control. The Israelis can control their
people. But it is clear that they are not going to
control their people. If Arafat's people kill them
they will kill nore. The only way to forcibly separate
the two is by putting a UN force inside there. O
course UN force will run the risk of being killed but
unl ess they are there and separating and watchi ng over
the activity by the Palestinians and the Israelis, the
fighting will never stop. Everytime they have Peace a
Treaty, the Pal estinians who are angry about their
losses will attack Israelis, because the Israelis stil
occupy their land, destroy their houses and put up
Israeli settlements on the |land of the Arabs.

Q How can you divide the territory where both claim
that it is theirs.

A. lIsrael territory is very clear and that is what was
given to them Since then, they have conquered

Pal estinian territory. They don't want to be confined
to any border. Until now they have not defined the
border of Israel but that is a second thing. But

first, separate them physically, then only decide which
part is Israel, and which part is Palestine. But you
must go and separate themfirst.

Q If UNforce will go there, Ml aysia wll
partici pate?

A. Yes, we are willing, but you need a strong force
and it should be inpartial. You should take action on
both. If Israelis attack Pal estinians, then you have
to arrest the Israelis. Even though they may be
government soldiers. If you don't do that, then you
cannot ask Arafat to arrest his nmen but, Israel wll
never arrest their own people.

Q After Bush adm nistration, Bush has been to cl ose
to the Israel side, isn't he? Wiere as Clinton tried to
nedi ate both side, at least to |isten?



A. 1 don't want to say anythi ng about President Bush
because we are trying to make friends with President
Bush. But frankly, he left the Pal estinian issue to
Israel. He decided to let Israel settle this thing.
Sharon is responsible of so many killings and
massaccres of Palestinians in Sabra and Shatilla in
Lebanon. He was a general, one of the nost vicious
generals. Wien he is the | eader of the governnent, you
cannot expect himto negotiate with Arafat. He regards
Arafat as a terrorist. He won't even stick to the
agreement reached in Norway. He rejected that. It was
an agreenent solemy entered into by Israel and Arafat.
How can there be peace.

Q You had a very good discussion with President Bush
during APEC summit in Shanghai

A. | explained that if | agreed with the US attack on
Af ghani stan, | will not only be attacked by the Islamc
opposition party in Ml aysia but also rejected by the
majority of the people in Ml aysia. Ml aysians, no
matter whether they are PAS or UMWNO or even Chi nese or
Indians feel that the US shouldn't attack Afghanistan
O course we synpathise with the US over the incident
of Septenber 11. Suppose | said that we nust support
the US, I will |ose support frommy people. Even if |
ama |l eader | have to to respect the feeling of the
peopl e. President Bush understood what | neant. That

is why he doesn't press me to support him

Q How Japan shoul d play role?

A. Japan shoul d focus on rebuil di ng Af ghani stan,
hel pi ng refugees. They are innocent people who ran
away fromtheir country, but are also a burden on
Paki st an

Q How do you see the devel opnent of US and Japan
jointly organi zi ng Af gani stan rebuil di ng conference?

A. 1 think this kind of conference is very inportant.
But still the situation in Afghanistan is not stable,
so you have to help the refugees first.

Q What do you think of Self Defense Force being sent
t o Af ghani stan?

A. | hope they are not going to fight against
Af ghani stan. But if they are not aggressive and to
protect the refugees it is all right.



Q Is there still sensitive feeling because of Wrld
War Two?

A. | think people still renenber and still have a fear
and it will take a long time for sone people to forget.
Japan fornmed its Self Defense Force to protect its own
territory. It should remain in that role.

Q How can you spread the real teachings of Islan?

A It is difficult. Unlike the Christian religion

whi ch has priesthood of whomthe Pope is the nost
powerful and inportant figure, and he will make the
deci sion, we don't have that system The reason is the
same, we don't want to have anybody to use his position
in order to propagate his own interest. But
unfortunately we don't have a priest system anybody
who is learned in Islamcan make his own interpretation
and can even declare a holy war by hinself. W have so
many peopl e declaring holy wars. For exanple, in

Mal aysi a, the opposition party tal ks about Jihad
against us fellow Muslinms, but it is wong. Wen we
tell that this is wong, sone people will believe but
not all. That is the problemw th Islam because

there is no single authority to nake any pronouncenent.
Sonetinmes we try to have the head of the Al -Azhar
University, we take his fatwa, his pronouncenent, but

ot her people can still reject. W are divided into

many sects. Wthin each sect, there will be nmany

people with different interpretation. For exanple, the
so called Jihad, is translated as a holy war, but from
t he teachi ngs of the Prophet, fighting against your own
selfish feelings is also Jihad. Fighting agai nst your
lust, the desire to gratify yourself is also Jihad.
Lots of things, that we do will be interpreted as

Ji had. But these people like to equate Jihad to a holy
war. Their followers will accept their interpretation
O her people will reject their interpretation. So it

is a bit confusing. Many peopl e cannot understand.

Q How about the opposition party in Ml aysia?

A. They nake their own interpretation. They take one
sentence fromthe Koran, sonetinmes half a sentence and
make their own interpretation to suite their

obj ectives. Ignorant people will accept it. It is

very difficult to stop them W explain but it

depends, sone of them accept, sone of themdon't. They
even teach hatred in kindergarten, which is not Islamc
at all. Muslinms are supposed to be brothers, but they
teach their children to head other Muslins. In Islam
there is a lot of flexibility. You do sonething, only
because you can do. If you cannot do, you are not ask



to do it. You cannot eat pork, but if you are starving
and there is no other food, you can eat pork. The
interpretation is that you are only enjoined to foll ow
when you can. If a person tortures you, you can
renounce Islam But in your heart you don't, but
verbally you can. They don't want you to die for
not hi ng, just because you continue saying | am Muslim
I am Mislim until sonebody conmes and kills you. In
the Koran, it is very clear on how to respect other
religions. To you your religion, to ne ny religion, you
pray in your own way, and | pray in ny own way. Do not
force people to enbrace your religion. But the
followers of Islamthenselves Iike to force people.

For exanple when they win the war, they force the
prisoners to accept Islam or else they will kill them

Q How did this kind of narrow interpretati on or even
wrong teachi ngs of |slam spread?

A. Because we are very strong in our belief. W tend
to follow the people who are said to be know edgeabl e
about Islam They are called U ama, the | earned ones.
They are not satisfied with just teaching Islam They
want power for thenselves. So because they have so
much infl uence on people, they want to use the

i nfluence to gain power. So in sone countries you can
have el ections, you can have general assenbly, but the
final say remains with the counsel of Uanma. In the
end they will decide. The nore fanatical people are
towards religion, the nore powerful would the ul amas
be. Al these people will refer to them anything they
will say they will accept.

Q But unfortunately, non Muslimthink that this is
I sl am

A. That is true, we cannot blame you for having that
inpression. If we have views that is different from
that extrenme view, we may not get the support of the
people. Muslinms will say that you are not adhering to
t he teachings of Islam Many who try to give the right
interpretation of Islam who go agai nst the | earned
ones, sone of themare killed or assassinated, so they
are afraid to say the truth. In Egypt they have the
Musl i m br ot her hood. Anybody who doesn't agree with
them will be killed. So the open m nded Miuslins are
afraid to speak out.

Q Milaysia is quite different. Malaysia is a Mislim
country, but harnonize with Chinese and Indian, it is
i ke a showcase.



A. | have been able to maintain rationality anmpong the
majority of Miuslinms because | studied the religion
Because when anybody says sonething wong, | can point
out that this is wong. What | say is acceptable, even
to the religious people. That is why it is possible in
Mal aysia. If | don't understand the religion, and say
that it is old fashion, this is nonsense we are |iving
in the nodern world, we have to forget about this, then
people will say I don't conformto the religion. But I
| earned about ny religion, | |earned the Koran

t horoughly, the traditions of the Prophet as well, so
can say this is what the Koran says.

Q What is the discussion between you and the
opposi tion about Islamc State?

A. Malaysia is an Islamic State. The interpretation

is where Muslins have the authority even if it is
shared, and non-Mislins are not oppressed, they are
free to practice their religion, no hindrance, that
makes an ideal Islamc State. There are so many
interpretations of Islamc State. There are 54 Muslim
countries in the world. They are not exactly the sane.
Sonme procl ai mthensel ves as |Islamc Republics, sone are
call ed Secular State, but they are all governed by
Islam They are recogni zed as Miuslimcountries. Anmong
those 54 countries, Malaysia is one of them In

Mal aysia, Muslins are free to practice their religion,
Muslim | aws are upheld but only applied to Mislimns.
Islamis the official religion of this country. So the
opposi tion cannot say that Ml aysia is not a Miuslim
country. A lot of countries ook to Malaysia as a

nodel of an Islamc country. Many of them cone to see
how a country that is ruled by Miuslins can prosper, can
be stable, can be peaceful, despite having many non
Musl i ns.

Q How can a Muslimcountry cope with the Western
wor | d?

A. Normal relationship. If shouldn't make any
difference that we are a Muslimcountry. Qur relation
with themis just a relation between two different
countries. This is what | enphasize. W are an

i ndependent country, we have our own policies, we don't
di sturb your internal affairs, we want to have
relations with you, we want to trade with you, we want
to have diplomatic relationship with you, but you don't
try to inpose on us with your own system or ideol ogy.
W will not to Islamze you as well. That is all



Q USis an inportant trading partner with Ml aysia
how is this affected?

A. It harmed the economy not only in Ml aysia. The US
is a buyer of 20% of Ml aysi an goods. The manner of
the attack using civil aircraft, caused so nuch danmage
that people are afraid of flying, not only tourist but
al so the business conmunity. So it is very difficult
to do business, because people are not contacting each
other. You can contact by internet, but it is not the
same. You nust see the country, you nmust visit and see
each other to do business. So it is affecting the
whol e wor | d.

Q How can a region cooperate?

A. | think there is roomfor us to cooperate to
exchange information, to overcone this fear of
terrorist attacks. W are not a target because we have
not been involved in supporting actions that are

agai nst Islam As you point out that there are
terrorist in Japan as well. One of the reasons why
there are terrorist is extreme capitalismwhich people
are violently opposed to. This we al so have to
correct, this capitalismthat exploits the whole world
wi t hout caring. For exanple the currency traders nade
us all poor, that is very bad. Because the countries
of East Asia were just trying to devel op, suddenly
becanme poor, nmllions of people becane jobless. So the
feeling of the people is very nuch against capitalism
and it becanme stronger and stronger. Today capitalism
recogni ze no restriction. They want to inpose this on
the gl obalized world, so that they can go anywhere and
make as much noney as they like. And when they want to
they will pull out the noney, as a result, you | ose
everyt hing, your econony collapses’', but they don't
care as long as they save their own noney. If a
conpany i s bankrupted it doesn't matter, if the people
commit suicide, thousands | ose their jobs, they are
accused of inefficiency. In Japan, you want to foll ow
the Western system before you had life tine enpl oynment
so you had little social problenms. But now, if the
busi ness is not doing well, first sack your own

wor kers. Wth Americans you can sack that is al

right. They will go to the door and collect sone
unenmpl oyment pay fromthe governnment and they are K
But in Japan, if you are sacked, you are ashaned, you
don't go to your famly so it will create a big social
problem So while one system may be good for one
country it should not be inmposed on all countries.
Because the result can be disastrous. For Japan, it is
difficult to recover. Any change at any time causes

di sruption. Wen you change for a systemthat is
totally unsuitable for your culture, then you will have
a prol onged bad effect. Look at I|Indonesia. The



Suhart o governnent was authoritarian. But |Indonesia
was peaceful, no breakaway, mllions of people were
enpl oyed. Then you changed to denocracy, of course
denocracy i s good, but people didn't understand how
t hey shoul d make denocracy work. They thought
denocracy neans freedom they can overt hrow
governnents, denonstrate on the street, even revolt
agai nt the governnent and try to formyour own state
fight between Muslins and Christians, which they never
did before. They are not used to denocracy, and as a
result the country is still unable to pick up.

Q During the crisis, you are told not to help private
conpani es which are bailing out, nowthe US is doing
it, and you suggested to nonitor the hedge fund, now
they are asking to nonitor terrorist noney?

A. Yes that is right. Al the airline conpanies are
bei ng bailed out, US governnment is injecting 17 billion
dollars. And they are asking 50 billion dollars nore
They are nearly bankrupt. This is what they have been
saying to us during the crisis, and now all their
airlines are going to be bankrupt w thout governnent
support.

Q Nowthe USis the only super power, do you think
anot her super power such as China is needed?

A. 1 think China is trying to nove closer to Russia in
order to try to balance things. | think balance is

al ways very good, if you don't have any option to
change sides and with, only one superpower it will

m sbehave. The US can be one superpower and becone

very popular, if it shows a caring attitude towards the
rest of the world. There was a tinme when the US tried
to help people, they were very popul ar. But now
sanctions against this country and that, they are
saying you are not denocratic so we will not give
nmoney, this kind of attitude is causing dislike for the
US. Sonme Anericans realize this, because there are
certain pressure group within the country, they are not
able to make use of their wealth and power to win
support of thenselves. If the US were to help

countries genuinely, not to try and exploit thembut to
hel p these countries, they can build a great
civilization for the whole world. | am agai nst war,
because it is very damaging. Wiy can't we sit down and
hel p each other. There is enough wealth in this world
to ensure nobody starves, nobody will die because of

it, enough shelter, foods. US per capita is 30,000
dollars. In many countries per capita is less than 100
dollars. \What are you doing with 30,000 dollars. Even
if you eat, you will overeat, but if you give just a



little bit, many people can survive. The world is
obsessed with noney and wealth. Everything is focused
on weal th and noney, very selfish. The world nust
concentrate on the well being of people. Now there is
no religion just hedonism the |ove of pleasure. W
really have to think about others. That is why today
the world is in such a state of turnoil. Capitalism
has gone crazy.
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