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TI ME

"THE NEW MALAY DI LEMVA"

I wish to thank the Harvard Club of Malaysia for
inviting me here tonight to speak on "The New Mal ay
Di | enma” .

2. The Mal ays are anong the few peopl e whose race is

| egal |y defined. Thus the Ml aysi an Constitution
states that a Malay is one who habitually speaks Mal ay,
professes the religion of Islamand practi ses Ml ay
custons. There is nothing said about the definitive
culture of the Malays. It follows that changes in

cul ture does not nake a Mal ay person a non- Ml ay.

3. Culture is made up largely of the val ue systens
accepted, even if not actually practised by a people or
a race. oservations have shown that the culture of a
peopl e determ nes whether they are successful or they
fail. Actual race or ethnicity or the colour of the
skin or the donmicile, tenperate or tropical, are not
factors which determ ne the performance of people. Thus
there are Europeans who fail to nake progress although
general | y Europeans are considered as successful and
progressive people. One nmust not forget that in the

M ddl e Ages the Europeans were backward relative to the
Arab Muslins who built the Great Islamc Civilisation
On the other hand, many Asian races have been
successful in the past and al so presently, while others
remai n backward and primtive

4. Even bl ack Africans have been successful e.g. the
Abbysi ni ans, al though nost are unable to nmake any
progr ess.

5. Europeans, Asians, Africans and Anmerindi ans can

all be successful and can all fail. It is therefore
not the race or ethnicity which determ nes success. It
is the culture. The greatest European nations of the
past were the Portuguese and the Spani ards. Today they
are far behind the other Europeans. As | said it is
not race or ethnicity but the culture which determ nes
the performance of any race or people i.e. the value
systemthat they believe in and adhere to at a given
time.



6. Wien | wote the Malay Dilemma in the |ate 60s

had assunmed that all the Ml ays |acked the
opportunities to devel op and becone successful. They

| acked opportunities for educating thensel ves,
opportunities to earn enough to go into business,
opportunities to train in the required vocation
opportunities to obtain the necessary funding, |icences
and prenmises. If these opportunities could be nade
avail able to themthen they woul d succeed.

7. And so | thought the solution lies in affirmative
action or positive discrimnation in their favour.
amtold by those who drafted the New Econom c Policy
(at that time | was out of favour and had been expell ed
fromUVWNO that they used the Malay Dilenma to plan for
affirmative action for the Ml ays and ot her

Bum puteras. Whether it is true or not it is not

i mportant. But their proposals seened quite simlar
with what | wote.

8. Inplenmenting affirmative acti on was not as easy as
planning it. Capital, licences and permts, premn ses
etc were nmade available and |l ater contracts and shares
were given to aspiring Ml ays. The CGovernnent set up
agencies to represent the Malays to inprove their
capacity to take advantage of the affirmative actions
of the NEP. Wen the idea of privatisation was
espoused it was natural to give many of the
opportunities to Ml ays.

9. In education, quotas and schol arshi ps were created
to provide the opportunities for themto gain the
requi red knowl edge in all fields so as to ensure their
upward nobility

10. It was assuned that the Ml ays would all grab at

t hese opportunities. Initially they did. The early
schol arshi p students studied very hard and qualified

t hensel ves especially for enploynent in the Governnent.
But today the attitude has changed. Getting

schol arshi ps and places in the universities at home and
abroad are considered a matter of right and are not

val ued anynore. |Indeed those who get these educationa
opportunities for sone unknown reason seemto dislike
the very people who created these opportunities. Wrse
still they don't seemto appreciate the opportunities
that they got. They becone nore interested in other
things, politics in particular, to the detrinment of
their studies.

11. In business, the vast mpjority regarded the
opportunities given them as sonething to be exploited
for the quickest return. Very early on they had sold
of f their opportunities in order to becone sl eeping
partners in an arrangenent cynically known as "Al

Baba", in which Ali nerely obtains the |icences,
permts, shares or contracts and i medi ately sell these



of f to non-Mal ays, mainly Chinese. They |earn nothing
about busi ness and becone even | ess capabl e at doing
busi nesses and earning an income fromtheir activities.
They becone nere sl eeping partners and at tinmes not
even that. Having sold they no | onger have anything to
do with the business. They would go to the Gover nnment
for nore licences, pernmts, shares, etc

12. Admittedly a few of them were serious and sone of

t hem succeeded. But the majority contributed nothing
to the NEP target. The NEP quota of 30 percent would
have been achi eved | ong ago had all the shares,
licences, contracts, etc been used by the Ml ays fully.

13. Wy has this thing happened? The answer lies in

the culture of the Malays. They are |l aid back and prone
to take the easy way out. And the easy way out is to
sell off whatever they get and ask for nore. This is
their culture. Wrking hard, taking risk and bei ng
patient is not a part of their culture.

14. It should be renmenbered that in the past the

Mal ays were not prepared to take up the jobs created by
the colonial powers in their effort to exploit the
country. Because the Malays were not prepared to work
in rubber estates and the mnes, the |ndians and

Chi nese were brought in. At one time the migrants

out nunbered the Mal ays. Had they continued to

out nunber the Ml ays, independent Mal aya would be Iike
i ndependent Singapore. But the Ml ays have apparently
| earnt nothing fromthe near | oss of their country in
the past. Today they are still unwilling to work and
foreign workers are again flooding the country. And
because they are not equi pping thenselves with the
necessary education and skills they have continued to
depend on ot hers.

15. Their political domnance will protect themfor a
time. But that domi nance is fading very fast as they
qgquarrel anong thensel ves and break up into smal

i neffective groups. Their nunerical superiority mnmeans
| ess today than at the tine of independence. But they
are not quite conscious or they choose to ignore this
fact. Their "tidak apa" attitude lulls theminto a
feeling of security that is not justified.

16. The Mal ays together with the other Bum puteras

make up 60 percent of the country's population. But in
terns of their political clout it is now nmuch | ess than
60 percent. They are now nore dependent on non- Mal ay
support, both the Governnent party and the oppositon

17. Economically of course they have | ess than half
the 30 percent share that has been allocated to them
If we discount the non-Malay contribution to the

nati on's econony, Ml aysia would be not much better
than some of the African devel oping countries.



18. To succeed the Mal ays nmust change their culture.
They rmust | ook towards work as a reward in itself.
They nust regard what they achieve through work as the
true reward. There shoul d be sonme financial reward but
this nmust not outweigh the satisfaction obtained from
the result of their work. They nust have proper work
ethics which involve taking pride in the result of
their work rather than the nonetary reward al one.

19. The races which take pride in their work and its
results are the nost successful people. The idea of
quality is not conmonly understood by Ml ays. The
result is shoddy work. There is no pride. And without
this, without the desire to continuously inprove the
results, there will be no progress.

20. Changing culture is far nmore difficult than
changing the policies of Government. It is easy enough
to propose affirmative action but it is not easy to

i npl enent it. The recipients nmust have the right
attitude if the results are going to be obtained.

21. Once it was realised that creating opportunities
was not enough, attention shifted to changing
attitudes. Courses and | ectures were given on val ues
and culture. It was necessary to point out the dangers
faced by the Malays. They are still not out of the
woods yet. Today they can | ean on the crutches of
Mal ay privileges to protect them But crutches

i nvari ably weaken the users. To be strong and to be
able to fend for thenselves the crutches nust be

di scarded

22. Unfortunately their viewis that their crutches
are synbols of their superior status in the country.
The sad thing is that they are not even using the
crutches properly. As a result they gain nothing or
very little fromthe availability of these aids.

23. Dependent as they are on these crutches they wll
remai n weak. Yet they have the capacity to acquire the
necessary strength so as to throw away the crutches.

Al that is needed is to change their wong perceptions
and to change their culture. If they do this, in

st ages perhaps, then they would be able to straighten
up and to stand tall like the others.

24. So what is the New Malay Di |l enma? Their old

di | enma was whet her they should distort the picture a
little in order to help thenselves. The new dilemm is
whet her they should or should not do away with the
crutches that they have gotten used to, which in fact
t hey have becone proud of.

25. There is a mnority of Ml ays who are confident
enough to think of doing away with the crutches, albeit



gradual ly. But they are a very small mnority. Their
nunbers are not going to increase any tinme soon. They
are generally regarded as traitors to the Malay race.

26. Perhaps because | amtrained as a doctor of
medicine | | ook at crutches differently. There was a
ti me when doctors expected crutches to be used for

life. But today doctors get their patients on their
feet as soon as possible. Physiotherapy has been

devel oped into a science with the aimof rehabilitating
the incapacitated. Prosthesis have been perfected so
that even those without |egs can wal k normally and

t hose wi t hout hands can handle things like their
fortunate col |l eagues.

27. W& see today people born w thout hands actually
painting and witing with their feet. And the results
t hey achi eve are as good as those of well-endowed
peopl e. Necessity and sheer grit enable themto do
this. It is clearly possible to m nim se dependency
on aid and to achi eve nornal cy al nost.

28. Among Mal ays the sense of pity is very strong.

They woul d not want a handi capped person to overcone
hi s handi cap. They woul d rather openly and | oudly
synpat hi se with him "Kasihan" is the word they utter
frequently. And they woul d hel p the handi capped by
doing things for them They would not want to get the
handi cap to overcone his disability hinself. Certainly
they do not think that the handi cap should earn his way
inlife by acquiring sone marketable skills. Pitying

t he handi caps, they want themto remain dependent.

29. There will be a host of protest over this
general i sation about Malay attitude. W read al nost
every day about blind Ml ay people and ot her

handi capped Mal ays graduating with university degrees
or driving cars or doing all kinds of work. This does
not prove that the generalisation that | nake is wong.
These are exceptions. They only prove that if the

right attitude or culture is adopted, even the

handi capped can succeed.

30. | have seen the effect of being over synpathetic
towar ds t he handi capped, including old people. They
beconme even nore handi capped, even nore dependent.
They seemto wallow in this pity for them And they
wi |l never be able to overcone their handi caps.
Charity is fine. W should all be charitable. But we
should help with our charity to nake the handi capped
| ess dependent on charity and pity.

31. This is not the attitude of the Ml ays. They I|ike
to express pity, often in front of the subject. It
underm nes the spirit and prevents the devel opnment of a
positive attitude and attenpt to recover.



32. Gven a positive attitude and strong determni nation
al I handi cap persons can achi eve a degree of
i nprovenent and becone as nearly normal as possible.

33. The dilenma faced by those few who want to build a
strong, resilient and i ndependent Malay race without
crutches is that they are nost likely to end up
becom ng unpopul ar and losing the ability to influence
the changes in the culture and the val ue system which
is necessary. It seens that they should not try and
yet they know that w thout the cultural changes the
Mal ays are going to fail.

34. But this is not the only dilenmma faced by the

Mal ays now. The enmergence of the Islamc Party has
resulted in the struggle to build the resilience of the
Mal ays bei ng defl ected by the so-called religious

i nperatives invented by political Islam

35. The Mal ays are deeply religious but they are not
know edgabl e enough about Islamto distinguish between
what is Islamc and what is not. Religious piety is

hi ghly val ued by the Ml ays but they equate piety with
outward appearance and not the true teachings of the Al-
Quran and the true tradition or Hadith of the Prophet.
This sinple perception of their religion open
opportunities for the unscrupulous to exploit religion
for their own purpose.

36. Religion is not a matter of commopn sense. It is a
matter of belief, of faith. Trying to argue on the
basis of common sense or logic is not going to get one
anywher e.

37. But if it is the true teachings of religion it

does not matter if it is logical or not. Islamfor
exanpl e teaches only good things, good val ues which can
ensure Muslins become good people and their society is
stabl e, well-governed and prosperous. The fundanental s
of Islamcan help build a successful and heal t hy
civilisation. This was what happened to the ignorant
Arabs who enbraced Islam 1400 years ago. This wild,
unprinci pled feuding Arab tribes united and devel oped a
Muslimcivilisation which [asted 1300 years. It
col l apsed only after the Mislins deviated fromthe true
teachings and returned to their pre-Islamc ignorant
Jahi I l'i ah ways.

38. In Ml aysia today we are seeing the abuse of the
teachings of Islam Using Islamas its name and

shanel essly msinterpreting it, the politicians of the
so-called Islanm c Party have cashed in on the deep
faith of the Malay Muslins to trap them and cl ose their
m nds to anything el se other than what they have been
taught by these politicians.

39. For exanple it is nornmal for people to be gratefu



for what they get. In Ml aysia the devel oprent

br ought about by the Ml ay dom nated CGovernment mnust
surely earn the thanks and therefore the support of the
Mal ays.

40. Seeing this the religiously trained teachers in

the Islamc Party actually taught their captive
followers including children in the kindergarten not to
be thankful to the people who gave them anythi ng. They
are taught that in Islamthere is no need to thank the
Government whi ch hel ps them They are taught that this
is the duty of Governnment and any Government woul d do
this. They have only to be thankful to Alah and not

to the Government for the bounties that they get.

41. This is totally against the teachings of Islam but
such is the faith in these political Islamc |eaders
and their interpretations of Islamthat the recipients
of Governnent help will actually curse and condem the
very Governnent which had been generous to them

42. On the other hand, any obvious ni sdeeds by these
so-called Muslimpolitician is justified or forgiven or
over| ooked. Thus their |eaders can commit khalwat, or
surreptitiously marry outside the country, or curse and
swear or claimthat Al lah also curses and swear, even
expose thensel ves to wonmen, or break up the Mal ay

Musl i m community by having separate prayers,
threatening to divorce their wi ves should their w ves
reject their unprincipled behavior or support other
parties, rejecting imans on political grounds through
boycotts of any villager who does not support them but
still their leaders will be considered as good Musli s
whom t hey must foll ow.

43. Denocracy is mainly about the people choosing the
CGovernnments to rule the country. It is assuned that
the people will choose the good people, the right
peopl e who can form a good CGovernnent, delivering to

t he people both their material and spiritual needs,
devel opi ng the country and defending the country

agai nst foreign hegenony. But sonetines the majority
of the people may not be able to choose wi sely because
t hey have been conpl etely brai nwashed.

44. 1n Mal aysia many of the Mal ays have had their

m nds controlled through the abuse of religious
teachi ngs. Today in Ml aysia many Ml ays, not really
under st andi ng | sl am have been nislead by the seem ngly
pi ous turban and Arabic dress of the Islamc Party

| eaders. They fanatically follow the dictates of this
party even when this leads to the country becom ng

m sgoverned, to practices and val ues agai nst the
teachings of Islam It is not far-fetched to say that
for many Mal ays their Ml ay and Islam c val ues have
been destroyed. Such is the deviation from Mal ay and
Islamic culture that nany Mal ays are willing to vote



and support a Party which advocates and practises

vi ol ence, which curse and swear and | ead by i nmor al

| eaders. The end result of the deviation nust be the
el ection of a bad Governnment and the stoppage of the
efforts to ensure that the Malays remain politically
enpower ed and economically as advanced as the other
races.

45. Malaysia is commtted to Denocracy. W are not

i beral denocrats but we certainly uphold the nost

i nportant el ement of denocracy, the right to el ect our
Governnments through voting into power the party we
think will best serve us. But because of what | have
menti oned regardi ng the brai nwashing by the so-called
Islamic Party, there is every danger of the wong party
being el ected and form ng the Governnent. We have seen
this happening in many countries where populist parties
whi ch prom se all kinds of inpossible things have been
elected by a gullible electorate. It is possible for
this to happen to Malaysia. It is entirely possible

for all the prosperity, the stability and the raci al
harmony to be destroyed.

46. The dilemma that the Mal ays and the peopl es of

Mal aysi a face i s whether we should in the nane of
denocracy, allow the country to be destroyed or we
ensure that people are not subjected to manipul ations
to the point where they will use denocracy to destroy
denocr acy.

47. It has to be renenbered that nost denocratic
countries are mndful of this possibility. Many so-

cal led Iiberal denocracies do not allow Communists and
fascists to participate in their elections. They do
this because they believe that if these parties win a
denocratic election they will put an end to denocracy.

48. Can we take a leaf fromtheir book and risk
condemation for not being denocratic?

49. That is the second dilenma facing the country and
in particular the Mal ays. The danger for the Malays is
that their devel opment and enpowernent woul d be so
retarded that they will never be able to gain their
rightful place in their own country. They will be

i npoveri shed econonically and also politically. Their
enpowernent at this point in time will wther away.
And they will be the deprived in their own country.

50. You have asked nme to tal k about the New Mal ay
Dl emma. As you can see | have identified not one but

two new Malay Dilemmas. | leave it to you to digest
this view and | hope by diagnosing the di seases we can
help to prescribe the remedies. | wish you all the

best .
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