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TI ME

| amvery pleased to be here this norning to
officiate at the Opening Cerenony of the
I nternational Nuclear Conference 2002.

2. | have always had reservations on nucl ear power,

| argely due to ny concern on the safety of nucl ear
power plants, and the possibility of use in nuclear
weapons. Neverthel ess, the study of nucl ear science
and technology is essential for a better
under st andi ng of the physical properties of elenents
and substances and their possible non-mlitary
application.

3. Nucl ear physics and pharmacol ogy, for exanple,
have given us newtools to treat cancer, and the
advent of X-rays and nucl ear magneti c resonance have
made physical inmaging, foetal nonitoring and

t herapeutic procedures not only possible but also
successful. It is for this reason that the CGovernnent
saw the need to establish the Malaysian Institute for
Nucl ear Technol ogy Research (M NT), and to continue
to support its activities.

4. In this respect, it is gratifying to note that

M NT has managed to find itself a niche in applying
t he know edge that it has acquired for the |arger
benefit of Mal aysian society and industry. Such an
i nvol venent by M NT has contributed to the

devel opnent of new products, processes and services
t hat have benefited certain |ocal industries in a
nunber of econom c sectors, ranging from

manuf acturing, oil exploration and refining, mning
nmedi cal and heal thcare, agriculture, environnenta
care, and even to the sewage treatnent and

t el econmuni cation industries. As a result, M NI has
al so been generating increasing revenue fromthese
i ndustries that help fund its research activities,
and al so provide sone returns on the investnent that
t he Governnment has nade in establishing the
Institute.

5. Wiile the generation of such returns is
encour aged, the Governnent will continue to provide
t he necessary funding for MNT to further strengthen



its facilities and activities, in the hope that such
capacity-building in research and devel opnent wil |
hel p to achieve our vision to transforminto a fully-
devel oped nation. This is nore justifiable, fromthe
t ax- payers' point of view, now that M NT has attai ned
not only a nunber of internationally-recognised
quality standards for its products and services, and
is striving for nore, but has al so received a nunber
of international awards for its inventions and

i nnovati on.

6. But |ike any other fields of know edge, there is
al ways bound to be soneone who would find a way to
use nucl ear know how for war and terror. Wile
Mankind is still cursed with the devel opnent and
conti nued possessi on of nucl ear weapons by sone
States, we are now faced with the new threat of
nucl ear terrorism such as the use of radioactive
materials in dirty bonbs, following the multiple
terrorist attacks on the United States on Septenber
11th. There are even reports that alleged that sone
terrorists are trying to acquire nucl ear weapons and
ot her weapons of nass destruction.

7. This is unfortunate because suspicions directed
at some countries particularly Muslimcountries is
likely to result in these countries from having
access to materials and technol ogy for peaceful use.
It would seemthat sonme countries are not trusted
despite their concession to the Treaty on the Non-
proliferation of Nucl ear Wapons (NPT), which
entitles themto access to non-mlitary technol ogy
under the Treaty. Already, there is an attenpt to
i nhi bit peaceful nucl ear co-operation anong M ddle
Eastern States.

8. If we look at the Nuclear Non-proliferation
Treaty, we will find that it enbodies a bargain
struck between three general objectives; firstly, a
commitment by all Parties not to contribute to the
hori zontal proliferation of nucl ear weapons, or the
spread of nucl ear weapons to States not already in
possessi on of such weapons; secondly, a conmitment to
pronmote the international transfer of technol ogy for
t he peaceful applications of nucl ear energy,
especially to devel oping nations; and thirdly, a
comm tnment not to contribute to the vertica
proliferation of nuclear weapons or the increase in
t he nucl ear weapons arsenal of States in possession
of such weapons, as a step towards total nuclear

di sar manent .

9. But the Treaty, by no neans, assures any right

for the nucl ear weapon States to possess such weapons
of mass destruction in perpetuity. Instead, they are
obliged to pursue negotiations in good faith on

ef fective nmeasures relating to cessation of the



nucl ear arns race at an early date, and to genera
and conpl ete di sarmanent under strict and effective
i nternational control

10. However, for a long while now, the focus has

i nstead been on restricting access to nucl ear
technol ogy by the non-nucl ear weapon States, for fear
that they m ght use the technol ogy to devel op such
weapons in contravention of the Treaty. This has
since led to the rise of stringent nuclear non-
proliferation export control, which is now being
further tightened in view of the threat of nuclear
terrorism

11. Wiile there is a need to institute such a

control in cases where there have been clear breaches
of NPT obligations by any non-nucl ear weapon State,
there is also a possibility of some of the nuclear
technol ogy supplier States overzeal ously applying
such a control for purposes other than preventing the
proliferation of nucl ear weapons. This may be for

al  eged human rights violation or other issues, or
even as a non-tariff trade barrier, especially when
it comes to dual-use itens, or itens that can be used
either for the production of nucl ear weapons or
peaceful non-nucl ear applications.

12. The non-nucl ear weapon States that produce such
items, which may range from el ectroni c conponents to
process equi pnent, have the right to be duly
concerned over such a control, particularly in |ight
of the apparent double standard anong the non-
proliferation export control proponent States on
nucl ear di sarmanent matters.

13. Mal aysia has joined other like-mnded States in
calling for a conplete and irreversible elimnation
of nucl ear weapons fromthe face of the Earth,
starting with the request for the International Court
of Justice (1CJ) to render an Advisory pi nion on
whet her the threat or use of nucl ear weapons in any
circunstance is permtted under international |aw

14. To nake matters worse, there is also a

propensity for some countries to unilaterally judge
ot hers as devel opi ng or harbouring an intention to
devel op nucl ear weapons, w thout due regard to the
findings of, or recourse to the authority of the
multil ateral agencies that have been enpowered to
make such a judgenment. Furthernore, we have al so seen
how bi ased such a unilateral judgenent can be. If the
State devel opi ng such weapons is an ally, no action
is taken to curb the devel opnent or possession or to
institute nuclear export control. If not an ally, the
full mlitary mght and fury of those countries would
be brought to bear upon the States concerned.



15. As a result of such a propensity to unilaterally
act as an international prosecutor, judge and jury,
there is also now a threat for these countries to

l aunch pre-enptive mlitary strikes on the nucl ear
facilities of the alleged proliferating States, with
the current war on terrorismserving as a conveni ent
excuse.

16. Such a lack of clear noral standing between
pushi ng for nucl ear export control and striving for
nucl ear di sarmanent and al so a propensity to

unil aterally act as prosecutor, judge, jury and
enforcer against others on non-proliferation matters,

will lead to a downward spiral to the detrinment of
gl obal nucl ear non-proliferation objectives. Mre
States will, understandably, feel threatened and be

al arnmed by such unilateralist actions, as well as the
use of pre-enptive mlitary power.

17. As a result, the radical and hard-line
constituencies in the threatened States will grow and
be enbol dened, with sone, probably, even wi shing to
take matters into their own hands, by resorting to
acts of terrorism perhaps, even nuclear terrorism

18. Even nore dangerous is when the threatened
States are those that are predom nantly popul ated by
peopl e of a particular religious faith. This wll
further lead to a perceived escalation in the
victimsation of countries and people of that faith,
followi ng simlar w despread perception in the
context of the current global war on terrorism

19. Mal aysia takes pride in being a Mislimcountry
adhering to the fundanental teachings of Islam and
wi || endeavour to use that position to advance the
cause of inter-faith dialogue, with a viewto
promoti ng gl obal peace and security. However, this
downward spiral on matters concerni ng nucl ear non-
proliferation and di sarmanment will underm ne such
efforts.

20. To stemthis downward spiral, an internationa

di al ogue to critically and objectively assess the

t hreat of nucl ear weapon proliferation as well as the
| ack of progress on nucl ear disarmanent, including

t he I'i nkages between the two, should be initiated,
with a view to devel opi ng a consensus on the nost

ef fective nmeans to address the problem

21. The assessnent shoul d be conducted on a non-
parti san and objective basis, in order to avoid any
unil ateralist tendency in the approach to be used,
and the judgnent nade to address the probl em of

nucl ear non-proliferation and export control

22. Rightfully, the NPT Revi ew Conferences shoul d



have provided the avenue for such a dial ogue, but
they have not. Simlarly, the Conference on

D sarmanent (CD) in Geneva shoul d have provi ded

anot her avenue for such a dial ogue, but the CD has
been stalled by the reluctance of the nucl ear weapon
States, as well as their nuclear-unbrella States,

whi ch are the nost active proponents of stringent
nucl ear export control, to link the issue of

devel oping a tinme-table for nucl ear di sarmanent to,
initially, that of banning nucl ear weapon tests, and,
currently, that of cutting off the production of
fissile nuclear material

23. W have a duty to the world, and to the future
of Mankind, to urgently pursue such a dial ogue, and
al so to develop a broad consensus on the need to, as
wel |l as the nost effective nmultilateral approach to
achi eve nucl ear weapon non-proliferation and

di sarmanent. Let us not be blinded by narrow nationa
interests in doing this.

24. Mal aysi a has been assisting other devel opi ng
countries in the peaceful non-power applications of
nucl ear technol ogy, ranging from pest control
heal t hcare, enhancing agricultural productivity,

i ncreasing food quality, safety and security,

i nprovi ng water resource managenent, industrial
applications, to pollution control, with a viewto
enhancing the quality of life. In this regard, MNT
and ot her Mal aysi an agenci es have hosted a | arge
nunber of regional and international training
courses, and al so received a substantial nunber of
scientists from ot her devel opi ng countries for

fell owship training, either under the auspices of the
International Atom c Energy Agency or ot her

mul til ateral organisations. Ml aysia hopes to be
able to continue doing this.

25. On that note, | officially declare open the
I nternati onal Nucl ear Conference 2002.
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