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TI ME

Thank you so much for your kind words of wel comne.

2. It is truly a delight to be finally here in Pol and
after so nmany postponenents. Despite the cold weather,
nmy del egation and | have encountered only warnth and
friendship ever since we arrived in Poland. | would
like to express mnmy sincerest appreciation to the
government of the Republic of Poland, and to you M.
Prime Mnister, for the friendly wel come and
hospitality extended to me, ny wife and to nenbers of
nmy del egation here in Warsaw.

3. Mal aysia and Pol and enjoy nore than three decades
of uninterrupted diplomatic relations. During these

t hree decades we have seen Pol and energe froma
centrally planned econony to enbrace the free market
system The courage and resilience of the Polish
people is well docunented. You have endured invasion
occupation and dom nation. But through it all, with
sheer determ nation you have succeeded in maintaini ng
your spirits. The nove towards greater denocratisation
started by the Solidarity Muwvenment eventual ly brought
down the Iron Curtain. The positive winds of change
affected not only Pol and but the whole region as well.

4. Pol and's econonic transformation bears testinony
to the forward | ooking policies adopted by your
government. You have succeeded in lowering inflation
and enbar ki ng on successful privatisation programes.
Pol and has entered into a Partnership for Peace with
NATO and you are now a frontline state for entry into
t he European Union. W comrend you for these

achi evenent s.

5. Qur bilateral relations have al so seen narked

i nprovenents. The vol ume of trade between our two
countries grew | ast year despite the econom c sl owdown.
However we have yet to realise our full potential

That is why | have included in ny del egati on a nunber
of business people. It is nmy hope that they will be
able to forge smart partnerships that can be nutually
beneficial. Mlaysia has much to offer Poland in terns
of goods and services. Poland has wel| devel oped
expertise in mlitary technol ogy and shi pbuil di ng.



am confident that our various talents can be
conplenmented in the interests of both sides. Polish
entrepreneurs and busi nessmen shoul d | ook at Mal aysi a
as their profit centre. The Ml aysi an econony is
fundanmental |y strong and sound. The AFTA will cone
into being in 2004 and a market of over 500 million is
open to you through Ml aysia. W can be your
springboard for the region. The centre of economc
gravity is shifting fromthe Atlantic to the Pacific
Let us together, seek ways to turn opportunities for
greater growt h and devel opment into concrete projects.

6. Another prom sing area for our bilateral co-
operation is in the tourismsector. Peopl e-to-people
contacts through tourismis an inportant aspect of
bilateral relations. W are happy to note that

Mal aysia is becom ng quite a popul ar destination for
Polish tourists. Last year an estimated 30, 000 Pol es
visited Mal aysia. W wel cone nore Polish tourists.

Mal aysia is truly Asia and we can prom se you that the
experience of visiting Malaysia will be unforgettable
as well as rewarding.

7. Today we live in an extrenely fragile world nmade
worse by the events of Septenber 11. The fight against
terrorismwhile remaining a priority for all of us
shoul d not be expanded to include other agendas.
Attenpts are being made to extend the war in

Af ghani stan to other countries all in the nanme of
fighting terrorism Malaysia cannot support such
actions. There is an urgent need to have a clear
definition of terrorism This would enable us to

di stingui sh between a genui ne freedom fighter and one
who is notivated by a m splaced sense of injustice or
grievance. W are also of the view that acts of terror
are unjustified even if the cause is noble. There is
al so a need to | ook at the underlying causes of
terrori smsuch as unrenmitting oppression. Ml aysia
bel i eves that these issues can best be addressed

t hrough an International Conference on Terrorism

8. W are also increasingly alarmed by the tendency
in sone quarters to portray terrorismas being the
nmonopoly of a particular group or religion. W reject
this view as bei ng unhel pful and unheal thy. W nust
avoi d stereotyping and profiling people according to
their beliefs or ethnicity. It is inportant that
reason prevails over enotion if we are to tackle this
scourge of terrorismin a pragmatic manner

9. | amconvinced that relations between our two
nations nerit our sustained attention. W should

strive to lift Malaysia-Polish relations to greater

hei ghts. To that end we shoul d cooperate to naxim se

t he advantages and build on the strong foundations laid
thirty years ago between our two nations.



10. On that note, Excellency allow nme to reiterate ny
grateful thanks to you for the very warmreception
accorded to us. | amsure we will all |eave Pol and

wi th many fond nenories.
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