SPEECHES: DATO SERI DR MAHATHI R BI N MOHAMAD
( PRIME M NI STER )

EVENT: THE OPENI NG CEREMONY OF THE NEW BUI LDI NG OF THE MALAYSI AN EMBASSY

VENUE: BERLIN, CGERVANY
DATE: 19 MAR 2002

TI ME

It is a great pleasure for me to be in Berlin.

VWhen | was last in Berlin in 1988, the wall had not yet
been di smantled. Then the "Berlin Vall', as it was
known to the world, stood as an om nous remi nder that
not nmerely was Berlin divided but Germany too was

di vi ded physically and ideol ogically.

2. Follow ng the tumul tuous events that unfolded wth
the coll apse of the Soviet bloc, Berlin is once again
free and Germany reunified.

3. Now, revisiting Berlin alnpst 12 years after the
dismantling of the wall, it is such a pleasure for ne
to see a new, vibrant Berlin, which has once again
beconme the capital of a united Germany.

4. | note the obvious signs of renewal and hope
everywhere in Berlin. Fromthe construction of nodern
new buil dings like those in the Potsdaneplatz, to the
restoration of the splendid old buildings along the
Unter Den Linden and el sewhere in the city. The
museuns, opera houses, concert halls and the theatres
of Berlin distinguish the City as a cultura
metropol i s.

5. The Reichstag (Parlianment) building with its
di stinctive new glass donme truly represents the
aspirations of the German peopl e.

6. It has been hardly two years that the capita
nmoved from Bonn to Berlin but already Berlin appears
very confortable in its role as the capital

7. In the space of less than two years, Berlin has

al so won the acceptance not nerely of the German people
but of the whole world as the capital of the Federa
Republ i c of Gernany.

8. | wish to congratul ate the people and the
Governnment of Germany in the successful transformation
of Berlin.

9. It is clear that the Germany today is profoundly



committed to a prosperous, peaceful, just and stable
world, with a mgjor role in Europe and the world at
large. While the wall may have been consigned to the
pages of history, | amsure the German people will
never forget what the wall synbolises and the | essons
of history.

10. Over the years the German econony has grown from
strength to strength. Today it is the third |argest
gl obal econony. It is a remarkabl e achi evenent
considering the alnost total destruction of Germanic
i ndustrial capacity during the war.

11. CGerman industry has al so played an active role in
the d obal econony, through its off-shore investnents.
As a matter of fact, Germany has recently enmerged as
Mal aysi @' s bi ggest investor and trade partner from

Eur ope, havi ng di splaced the United Ki ngdomw th which
Mal aysi a has had a | ong associ ati on since col oni al
days.

12. I wish to thank Gernman conpanies for their
confidence in Malaysia. | amsure you know Mal aysia is
a safe and profitable place to put your noney in,

ot herwi se you would not. |I would |ike to assure you
that Malaysia will continue to be a safe and stable

pl ace for you to invest in.

13. It is now ny pleasant duty to declare open this
new buil di ng of the Enbassy of Ml aysia. It is our

nodest contribution to the architecture of the new
Berlin.
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