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Thank you, M. Prinme Mnister, for your kind words

of welconme. It is indeed a pleasure for nme to be in
Dili. | amdelighted that | have been able to undertake
this visit to Tinor-Leste before |I |eave office.

2. On behalf of ny wife and nenbers of ny del egation, |
woul d I'ike to express nmy sincere gratitude to you, your
Governnment and the people of Tinor-Leste for the warm
hospitality and excell ent arrangenents extended to us
since our arrival in your beautiful country.

3. Tinor-Leste is an extraordi nary and remarkabl e

country. Your strength lies in your people, whose
resourceful ness, determination and grit overcane 24 years
of struggle. Your country has been a synbol of courage.

Ti nor - Leste can stand tall and proud, as equal s anong

nati ons. Malaysia is proud to have been given the
privilege of welconm ng Tinor-Leste as the newest nenber of
the Non Aligned Movenment at the |last NAM Sunmit held in
Kual a Lumpur | ast February.

4. | am happy to note the positive trend in the
bilateral relations between Ml aysia and Ti nor-Leste over
the last three years. At the sane tinme, | believe nmuch

nore need to be done if we are to realise the ful
potential of our bilateral economc interaction which is
negligi bl e.

5. The appoi ntnent of the first Anbassador of Mal aysia

to Tinor-Leste is a testament to the strength of our

rel ati onship, which characterises the warmfriendship
since diplomatic ties were established through the Liaison
Ofice in 2001, which was eventual ly upgraded to an
Enbassy | ast May 2002. Qur bilateral ties, prem sed on

mut ual respect and understandi ng has seen renarkabl e
progress since the establishnent of your Enbassy in Kual a
Lunpur in Cctober 2002.

6. Malaysia follows with keen interest Tinor-Leste's
efforts to inprove the econonic and social well being of
her people. Tinor-Leste has enornous potential with her
unt apped natural resources, and nore inportantly its young
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hunan resour ces.

7. 1 had an eventful day today. After the wel com ng
cerenony, | had the opportunity of calling on H's
Excel | ency President Xanana Gusnmao. W di scussed nany

i ssues of nutual concerns. | also had the opportunity of
havi ng a good, frank and substantive di scussion with you,
M. Prine Mnister. The discussion continued fromwhere we
left off after your visit to Malaysia in August 2002. W
had a frank, fruitful and neani ngful discussion on various
i ssues affecting our countries and the ways and neans to
further inprove the existing cordial ties between the two
countri es.

8. The task nowis to inplenent those decision and
agreenments reached today. W shoul d enhance rel ations
beyond the traditional bilateral field to include other
areas such as trade, culture, education, tourism human

resource devel opnment, youth and sports, oil and gas. | was
al so given the honour and privilege today to address the
Council of Mnisters and Menbers of Parlianment. | am happy

to be able to share Malaysia's experience in nation
bui | di ng.

9. This afternoon we al so witnessed the signing of the
Econonmi c, Technical, Scientific and Cul tural Agreenent.
The agreenent reflects the inportance and strong
commitment that both our nations have to strengthen our
bil ateral relationship.

10. Wth the signing of the Econom c, Techni cal

Scientific and Cultural Agreenent, | would |like to propose
that Mal aysia play host to the first Joint Conm ssion
Meeti ng between Mal aysia and Tinor-Leste at a date to be
mut ual |y deci ded.

11. Foreign Investnent is always a major factor to
expedite the growm h of one's econony. Ml aysi a has been
able to attract many foreign investors to Ml aysi a.

Mal aysia is prepared to share its experience and know edge
with Tinor-Leste on ways to attract foreign i nvestnents.
For these reasons, | have brought along with nmy del egation
our captains of Industries. During the "Ml aysia - Tinor-
Lest e Busi ness Di al ogue and Luncheon” held this afternoon
| amtold that they have initiated several business
ventures and forned a good network. Their presence in
Tinor-Leste for the last two days, will hopefully give
rise to nmore opportunities to find new markets for

Mal aysi an goods and i ncrease trade and investnents
opportuniti es between both our countries.

12. This afternoon too, | had the honour of laying the
foundati on stone for the future site of the Enbassy of
Mal aysia. | amgrateful to the Governnment of Tinor-Leste
for allocating that beautiful piece of land fronting the
sea. | understand that we're going to be neighbours, as
the Governnment of Tinor-Leste plans to build its new



buil ding of the Mnistry of Foreign Affairs and
Cooperati on next to our Enbassy.

13. | amalso gratified to witness the nam ng of Mal aysi a
Street (Avenida da Malaysia) in front of the future site
of our Enbassy. This is a magnificent gesture and again
reflects the strong bond of friendship between Ml aysi a
and Ti nor-Leste.

14. As devel oping countries, Ml aysia and Tinor-Leste
shoul d devel op strategic alliances and enhance cooperation
in areas that could benefit both our countries and
peoples. In this direction, Malaysia is conmmtted to
cooperate with Tinor-Leste in this noble endeavour to
bring peace and progress to Tinor-Leste and to assist in

t he devel opnent of your country. Wthin the context of
Sout h- sout h cooperation and prem sed upon our belief in

t he sl ogan, "Prosper Thy Nei ghbour”, Ml aysia stands ready
to share under our Technical Cooperation Programe (MICP),
our facilities and experiences in governance and

devel opnent. As of today, about 150 Ti norese have
benefited fromthe programe. This we hope will contribute
to your human resource devel opnent.

15. Malaysia is happy with its participation in the peace
operations under the unbrella of the United Nations in
Tinor-Leste. To date, nore than 200 Mal aysi an police have
served under various capacities in the UNPOL (UN Police)
and FPU (Forned Police Unit). Ml aysians are al so serving
in various UN agencies. Several Ml aysian Prison Oficers
are sharing their experience in prison managenent with
their counterparts here.
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