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Ladi es and GCentl enen,

It is truly a great honour and pleasure for ne to
recei ve the ASEAN Federation of Engi neering

Organi sations (AFEOQ Distinguished Fellow Award | woul d
like to

express ny sincere gratitude to AF.E QO and its
country menbers

2. Wen the Association of Southeast Asian Nations or
ASEAN was first established on 8 August 1967 with five
nmenbers, the share of intra-ASEAN trade

fromthe total trade of the Menber Countries was only
bet ween 12 and 15 percent

However, today we are ten nenbers with a popul ati on of
about 500 mllion, a total area of 4.5 mllion square
kil ometres, a conbi ned gross donestic product

of 737 billion U.S. Dollars, and a total trade of 720
billion U S. Dollars

Wthin three years fromthe |aunching of A F.T. A,
exports anong ASEAN countries grew from43.26 billion
US Dollars in 1993 to alnost 80 billion U S. Dollars
in 1996, an average yearly growh rate of 28.3 percent
In the process, the share of intra-regional trade from
ASEAN s total trade rose from 20 percent to al nost 25
per cent

3. This Association as stated in the ASEAN

Decl ar ati on, Bangkok, 8 August 1967, represents the
collective will of the nations to bind thensel ves
together in friendship and co-operation and, through
joint efforts and sacrifices, secure for their people
and for posterity the bl essings of peace, freedom and
prosperity



4. In 1997, the ASEAN | eaders adopted the ASEAN Vi sion
2020, which called for ASEAN Partnership in Dynamc
Devel opnent ainmed at forging cl oser econonic
integration within the region. The vision statenent

al so resolved to create a stable, prosperous and highly
conpetitive ASEAN Econom c Regi on, in which

there is a free flow of goods, services, investnents,
capital, and equitable econom c devel opment and reduced
poverty and soci o-econonic disparities. The Hanoi Pl an
of Action, adopted in 1998, serves as the first in a
series of plans of action leading up to the realisation
of the ASEAN vi sion.

5. In addition to trade and investnent |iberalisation
regi onal economic integration is being pursued through
t he devel opnent of Trans- ASEAN transportation network
consi sting of major inter-state highways and rail way
networ ks, principal ports and sea lanes for maritine
traffic, inland waterway

transport, and major civil aviation |links. ASEAN is
promoting the interoperability and interconnectivity of
the national tele-comunications

equi prent and services. Building of Trans-ASEAN ener gy
net wor ks, which consist of the ASEAN Power Gid and the
Trans- ASEAN Gas Pipeline Projects, are also being

devel oped.
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6. These projects require highly sophisticated
engineering inputs. | amglad to note that there are
some 500, 000 engi neers of various disciplines in ASEAN
countries. These are the very engineers that would help
bui | d ASEAN

7. Many of the ASEAN nmenmber countries are al so nmenbers
of the Wrld Trade Organi sation. Unfortunately, unlike
ASEAN where nmenber countries are gui ded by fundanent al
principles of nmutual respect and consensus, WT.QO is
strongly influenced by the rich nations. In this
groupi ng, sone countries are unable to speak their mnd
for fear of being victimsed by the super powers.

8. Chanpions of free trade portray trade as the great

| evel l er, allow ng

rich and poor countries alike to determne their
fortunes and future. The WT. O agreenents supposedly
are about lowering the barriers to trade and ensuring
that the WT. QO 's nenber-states do not discrimnate in
their trade dealings. Unfortunately, rather than

buil ding a broad agricultural and industrial base which
can substitute for inports, "free trade" doctrine
requires countries to focus on their "conparative
advantage" i.e. free conpetition between goods and
servi ces between the providers without regard for their
sizes and strength. The result nust be the ascendancy
and increasing wealth of the giants of the rich and the



practical elimnation of the business of the poor

There will be no hope for the poor to industrialise
except to provide cheap | abour to the foreign giants
and enhance their investnment and conpetitiveness
further. In the neantine

the rich will continue to subsidise their farm produce
one way or another so as to conpete with the produce of
t he poor countries not only in the rich countries but
in the world market.

9. Like the Wrld Bank and the I.MF. the WT.QO. is
now bei ng nade into yet another instrunent to enrich
the rich and inpoverish the poor. Cancun is described
by the rich as a failure because the agenda set by the
rich was not

agreed to. To the poor it was not a failure. It was
the first time that the

poor countries had stood up for their rights. W can
cel ebrate. But the pressure

wi Il now be applied selectively on us to force us to
break rank. The stick and the carrot will be
extensively used. If we succunb then the future wll
be very

bl eak for us. W will be the worker bees for their
gueens, providi ng cheap | abour, owning nothing and

| earning nothing. W will earn better pay and better
standards of living perhaps but we will always be

wor king for others chiefly

our ex-col onial masters. W cannot be truly independent
econom cally or politically. Qur recent experience
during the Asian financial crisis is

still fresh in our m nds.

10. After Sept. 11th the world has learnt to fear
terrorism the indiscrimnate

attacks and killing of innocent people in bids to

achi eve some goals or nerely to seek revenge. The
terror attacks are not just by irregulars acting on
their own. States too have their own programmes of
terror. Indeed we see states |aunching vicious massive
retaliation, not just to kill suspected terrorists but
his famly, his hone, his village and his towns. It
woul d be ridiculous to think that such attacks do not
terrorise the innocents. In fact the terror is even
greater, for it is systematic and executed wi th heavy
weapons in the hands of trained soldiers. It would seem
that the great exponents and practitioners of
denocracy believe that the way to spread the doctrine
and to break down resistance is by terrorising the
wor | d.

11. But terrorismcan take many fornms. Econonic
terrorisminstils as much fear and damage to life and
property as bonbs and guns. Thriving econonies can be
destroyed, inpoverishing whole countries and regions,

t hrowi ng workers out of jobs by the mllions,

di srupting the peace and tranquillity of human society



with riots, killings and crinmes. Sinply because the
specul ati ve and mani pul ati ng

rogues and their own nedi a do not describe their acts
as terrorismdoes not nean

that they are not acts of terrorism acts which cause
fear and terror anong their victinms. The econom c
terrorists are as bad as other terrorists. They cause
damage and death if not directly, certainly indirectly.
And their after

effects are nuch nore prol onged.

12. Nations are bankrupted and forced to subnmit to
foreign directions. Businesses are bankrupted or
forced to sell out, usually to maraudi ng foreign
conpani es. Banks and industries coll apse.

13. If Governnment tries to help, it is called a bai
out. Covernnents are accused of cronyism Al these
accusations are thrown by the very peopl e who

in their own countries practise bailouts and cronyi sm
whenever they are faced by

even mnor failures on the part of their own conpanies
and funds, including

t he hedge funds which destroyed the econom es of the
devel opi ng countri es.

In fact the Governnent personnel bail out the very
conpani es i n which they have

personal investnents.

14. Truly they practise double standards. It is a case
of telling others to do as they are told and not as
they do. And this applies to technical standards as
well. W& nmust conply with their standards or el se we
may not enter their markets.

15. Still we should conply to standards even if they
are not set by us.

As engi neers you understand the inportance of

est abl i shing hi gh standards and

upgrading themall the tine.

16. ASEAN engi neers have proven their professiona
capabilities and

have been able to produce goods and products of very
hi gh st andards

which conply with world standards. Civil works by ASEAN
engi neers

are exportable itens as are their fabricated and

engi neeri ng products.

ASEAN must be a centre of excellence in the engineering
field. ASEAN engi neers

must not wait for others to innovate and establish new
met hods and systens for themto copy. They nust do
research and devel opnent on their own and establish
their own methods and systens which shoul d becone
standard for the rest of the

wor | d.



17. For this purpose | believe there is a nove to
establish a register of expertise, skills and know edge
anong ASEAN Prof essi onal Service providers.

This can facilitate the match making of skills within
the regi on and those from outside the region. The
ASEAN Engi neers Register is already in place with the
secretariat hosted by the Institution of Engineers

Mal aysi a. The ASEAN Engi neers Regi ster can formthe
basi s of enhanced cooperation between ASEAN Engi neers.
Mut ual recognition of qualifications would enabl e our
engineers to practise within all the ASEAN countries.

18. The register can also provide sufficient data
regarding the qualification of individual engineers for
the benefit of prospective enployers; encourage a

conti nuous updating on the quality of engineers through
setting, nonitoring and

reviewi ng standards, promote cultural and professiona
i nks anong nenbers of the engi neering profession

wi t hi n ASEAN and enhance wealth creation in the nenber
countri es.

19. Malaysia is prepared to act as the hub to help
pool the avail able

resources in the region and devel op a directory of the
experts and their

skills. The hub can facilitate the exchange of ideas
and pool resources for

joint work as well as facilitate the novenent of

prof essionals within and outside the region
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20. It is inportant that professionals take note of
the | atest devel opnents and

prepare for them Wth increased |iberalisation and
free trade you may find that you are dictated to by
others fromoutside the region and that the avail abl e
jobs at your doorsteps are being undertaken by others
and you are left to pick

t he crunbs.

21. It is not that ASEAN Engi neers are | ess capable

and unabl e to undertake the

job. 1t is just that the collective strength is not

mar shal |l ed for the collective good of the profession in
t he region.

22. ostacles need to be overcone and this includes a
change in m ndset.

Instead of conpeting with each other in the region you
shoul d pool your

resources and expertise and undertake jobs that are
bei ng undertaken by

your counterparts fromthe U S. and Europe. Pooling of
resources wll



al so enable you to get bigger jobs and projects both at
horme, within
the regi on and outside the region

23. The inpedi nents should not be viewed as obstacles
and hi ndrances.

They shoul d be seen as chal | enges and you shoul d seek
ways to deal with

them and to nove ahead.

24. There is need for win-win solutions for countries
in the region and

especially for the benefit of the |ess devel oped anong
ASEAN nenbers.

It is inmportant that the region's capacity is enhanced
and the standards

i nproved for mutual benefit. The nore devel oped
menbers, through suitable out-reach programres shoul d
of fer transfer of expertise and technology to the |ess
devel oped nmenbers in an effort to prosper your

nei ghbour .

25. Attachments for the younger engi neers should be
encouraged and formalised within the region. Wile
understand this is already being done, it should be
done in a nore concerted manner. This will facilitate
the matching of skills that are avail able and help
identify skills that are needed in the region instead
of having to | ook for themfrom outside the region
Simlarly, training

of postgraduate engi neers has to be harnoni sed and
aligned to ensure that benchmarked requirenents are
met. The ASEAN Engi neers so trained will then be prined
to mature, over tinme, into captains of industries and
| eaders of inportant asset owning institutions and
enterprises that will generate

weal th. The goodwi || generated will lead to the
greater integration of
ASEAN nations. | amtold that this initiative has been

started and is being

i npl enent ed by the ASEAN Engi neers Regi ster. Through an
MO U. between A F.E O

and | . KRAM (Institut Kerja Raya Ml aysi a),

. KRAM is the training provider for and on behal f
of ASEAN Engi neers Register. It carries out training
programes. In fact our Ml aysi an Techni ca

Cor poration Programre has been utilised for sone of the
trai ni ng programres.

26. Qur hopes and aspirations for peace and harnony,
and unity of purpose for the region nowrest with the
yout hs of ASEAN. W shall offer themthe space,

t he opportunities and the gui dance.
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27. May | say once again how honoured I feel that you



shoul d confer the A F.E O D stinguished Fell ow Award
on Ime.

Thank you.
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