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TI ME

May | as Prinme Mnister of Malaysia and Chairman of the
Non- Al i gned Movenent, offer ny sincere congratul ations
to you on your election as the President of the 58th
Session of the General Assenbly. | am confident that

gi ven your wi sdom experience and diplomatic skill, you
will be able to steer the proceedings of this Assenbly
to a successful conclusion. I wish to assure you of

the full est cooperation of the Ml aysi an del egati on.
strongly believe that the nmenbers of the Non-Aligned
Moverment would simlarly render all their support and
cooperation to you.

2. Allow ne also to pay tribute to your predecessor

H s Excellency M. Jan Kavan, for his dedication and
the effective manner in which he had conducted the work
of the 57th Session of the CGeneral Assenbly.

3. | also conmend the Secretary-Ceneral for his
efforts and perseverance and | salute to the nmen and
worren who have dedi cated and given their lives in the
service of the United Nations.

4. This Assenbly has been conceived as a forumfor

the nations of the world, big and small, to air their
views and grievances freely as the stakeholders in the
governance of the international comunity. It is
unfortunately subservient to the United Nations
Security Council, which in turn is subservient to any
single one of the five victors of a war fought nore
than half a century ago. It is hardly a denocratic
forumbut it is all that the great civilisation of the
|ate 20th and early 21st centuries has; a civilisation
that is supposed to uphold freedom

5. Still we, the snall nations have nmuch to be
grateful for. From being the col onies of the Europeans
we are now i ndependent, and we are granted nmenbership
of the United Nations with the right to speak, albeit
wi th proper restraint and decorum at this august
assenbly. And as independent nations we believe we
have a right to manage our internal affairs ourselves
wi t hout foreign interference.

6. W admit that there are abuses in the nanagenent



of our countries by sone of our governnents. But our
detractors should renenber that they had al so abused
their government's power when they seized | and

bel ongi ng to the indi genous peopl e and exterm nated
them claimng that it was their "Manifest Destiny" the
"White Man's Burden," to bring civilisation by setting
up their own countries in these |lands and confining the
i ndi genous people to barren reserves, with no role in

t he governnment of the new nations. Wat they had done
to the indigenous people is not out of character for in
their own countries they had carried out pogrons

agai nst the Jews, inquisitions and nock trials, torture
and killing by burning at the stakes.

7. W all carry the baggage of history. But we woul d
willingly |leave thembehind if it is not for the fact
that history has a nasty habit of repeating itself.
Today we are seeing the resurgence of European
Imperialism At first we thought the col onisation
woul d be virtual. Merely by econom c strangul ati on and
financial enmascul ation, the newy independent countries
could be brought to their knees, begging to be

recol onised in other fornms. But today we are actually
faced by the ol d physical occupation by foreign forces.
Puppet reginmes are installed danci ng as puppets do.

8. And this august institution, the United Nations in
whi ch we had pi nned so nuch hope, despite the

saf eguards supposed to be provided by the Pernmanent
Five, this Oganisation is today collapsing on its clay
feet, helpless to protect the weak and the poor. This
United Nations can just be ignored, pushed aside,
gesticulating feebly as it struggles to be rel evant.

9. Its organs have been cut out, dissected and

reshaped so they may performthe way the puppet masters
want. The Wirld Bank, the International Mnetary Fund,
the Wrld Trade Organi sati on have now been turned into
i nstruments of hegenony, to inpoverish the poor, to
enrich the rich. It is not surprising that today the

di sparities between rich and poor are far greater

10. Wth an inpotent United Nations and its agencies
turned into national organs of the powerful, the smal
nati ons are now naked and hapl ess. Even if we are
totally innocent, there is nothing to prevent trunped
up charges to be made agai nst us.

11. W feel a great need for the integrity and
credibility of the UN to be restored. Fortunately,
the breach of international nornms has been by countries
which are reputedly tolerant of free speech and the
rights of others. Wen criticisns are forbidden then
the abuses will increase until they becone intol erable
and revolt takes place with all the destruction that
acconpanies it. That was what happened w th Saddam
Hussein on a national scale. That al so can happen on



an international scale. Free speech provides the
safety valve, the absence of which nust lead to an
expl osi on eventual ly.

12. Since the Asian financial crisis in 1997, Ml aysia
has not been able to recover fully. This crisis has
been foll owed by the coll apse of the Dot.Com
conpani es, the massive cheating by the huge

mul tinati onal corporations of the rich. Then cane the
11th Sept. attack by terrorists, which precipitated an
unprecedented tightening up of security worldw de, the
i nvasi ons of Afghanistan and Irag. The world now |ives
in fear - the rich fromterror attacks and the others
from bei ng nade targets of suspicions and pre-enptive
aggr essi on.

13. Then canme the Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrone,

whi ch al nost bankrupted many airlines, and the tour and
travel business. SARS di sappeared al nost as quickly as
it appeared. But there is no guarantee that it, or
simlar new infectious diseases, will not cone back

14. The world has lost its way. The hopes of the post
World War Il period and the United Nations were dashed
by the Cold War. Now the Cold War is over but the
resul tant uni polar world and the ascendancy of

capi tali smhave brought about new threats. No country
is safe from maraudi ng currency traders who in a few
short days can denolish the patiently nurtured
econom es of the devel oping world. Far from curbing

t hese hi ghway brigands, they are lauded for their

phi |l ant hr opy. Robin Hood at |east stole fromthe rich
to give to the poor. These hi ghway nen steal fromthe
poor and give a paltry sumto assuage their sense of
guilt. They are no phil ant hropi sts.

15. The unipol ar world dom nated by a denocratic

nation is leading the world to econoni c chaos,

political anarchy, uncertainty and fear. W are not
going to recover, and have peace for as long as threats
are used for political and econom c reforns that nost
of the world is not ready for and not willing to
accept.

16. If we want to have denocracy, the rule of |aw and
respect for human rights, the powerful nust denonstrate
their commtment to all these noble ideas. And they
can begin by restructuring the United Nations, in
particul ar the abolition of the undenocratic single
country veto. This should be replaced with a nodified
veto where two veto powers backed by three other
menbers of the Security Council would be needed to

bl ock any United Nations Resolution. But slowy even
this should be dismantled in favour of majority
decisions in the Security Council.

17. The other inportant agencies of the United Nations



nmust be freed fromthe dom nation of any single
country. Gadually they should be nmade nore
denocrati c.

18. The free market nust be recognised for what it is
- a market where the bottomline is paranount. It is
not a political force for the disciplining of
governnments. For the right to exploit world trade, a
tax should be levied by the United Nations and used by
the United Nations to build needed infrastructure for
t he poor countries of the world.

19. Exchange rates should be fixed by an Internationa
Conmi ssi on based on rel evant issues. Apart froma

smal | commi ssion, no profits may be made by specul ating
or mani pul ati ng exchange rates.

20. Subsidies by rich countries for the production of
food and ot her products nust be forbidden although poor
countries may be allowed for a stipulated tinme to
protect their industries and food production

21. The world has lost its way. The world i s noving
too fast. W need to pause, to take stock of things.
There is a Ml ay saying that when one | oses his way he
shoul d go back to the beginning. W need to go back to
the beginning. If we dare to admt it nmuch of the
probl ens that we face today are due to the arbitrary
expropriation of the land of the Pal estinians in order
to create the State of Israel to solve the European
Jew sh probl em
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