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TI ME

"MuslimUnity in the Face of Challenges and Threats"

There has never been a tine when the Muslins are

so | ooked down upon, so treated with disrespect and so
oppressed as they are today. Everywhere Miuslins are
bul l'i ed, detained bonbed and massacred with inpunity.

2. The Muslimcountries are unable to do anything to
defend t hensel ves and their people and fell ow Mislins
anywhere. Sone Muslimcountries actually appear to be
col l aborating with the oppressors of Mislimns.

3. Many Muslins try to explain the sad plight of the
Muslinms by saying that this world is not for us. For

us a place in heaven has been reserved. |In the next
worl d the enem es of Islamwould be punished and thrown
into hell because of what they do to us in this world.

4. Is this truly what Islamteaches us? Did the

Prophet S. AW accept his persecution because his place
i n heaven has been assured? Did he relish the fact

that his Quraish persecutors would end up in hell?

VWhat woul d have happened to the spread of Islamif the
Prophet had not struggl ed agai nst his enem es,

di spatched his early followers to safe havens, mgrated
to Madinah to build up the strength of the Muslins,

i ncreasing their nunbers in order to fight back? If he
had retreated to await his reward after death, we woul d
not be Muslins today.

5. And we know in the end he defeated his enemnmies and
was able to spread Islamthroughout the world, to build
the greatest Enpire and civilisation in history.
Clearly the Prophet did not believe that for the
Muslinms this world is not inportant, this life is not
inmportant, this life on earth is only for the infidels.
He not only believed that Muslins have a share of

Al'l ah's bounties on earth but that Mislins nust be
prepared to fight for their earthly share. Allah could
have said "Kun, Fayakun" "Be, and it shall be" but
Allah left H's messenger to struggle and fight to
spread Islamand to gain for the Muslins their share in



this world.

6. So the idea that we nust suffer in silence and

await our heaven in the next world is not Islamic. In
fact it goes against the Sunnah of the Prophet. The
Quran enjoins upon us to prepare to deter and def eat
the enemy with force of arms - with war-horses, bows
and arrows in those days. Many think that if we have
war - horses then we have fulfilled our obligations. But
what is inmportant is not war-horses or bows and arrows.
VWhat is inportant is to deter and defeat our enem es.
And to do this today we need guns and rockets, warships
and war pl anes, arnoured cars etc. W cannot depend on
others to supply us with these things forever, |east of
all by those who are opposed to us. W need to invent,
design, produce and test our own weapons of defence.

To do this we need to have scientific and technol ogi ca
know edge and skills. Those who | earn science,

mat hemati cs and acquire technol ogical skills are

t herefore obeying and fulfilling the injunctions of

I sl am Those who prevent them from studying these

subj ects by saying that only learning religion wll
earn us nerit are in fact going against the teachings
of Islamfor they weaken the Mislimumah and prevent
themfromputting fear in the hearts of the enem es of
I sl am and becom ng able to defeat them These people
who prevent Mislinms from having their own capacity to
protect thenselves are actually hel ping the oppression
of the Mislins.

7. Qur enemes will always attack us because we are
weak. They will only cease to do so if we naintain a
strong enough defence capability. This is the Sunnah
of the Prophet. Just as the followers of the Prophet
had to devel op and acquire skills to make bows and
arrows and ot her weapons, we have to devel op and
acquire skills to make nodern weapons.

8. Wiy are we not doing this? The reason is because
those who interprete Islamto us did not stress these
very fundanental teachings of Islam In telling us
that sci ence and technol ogy are secul ar subjects which
will not earn us nmerit in the afterlife, they are

di scouragi ng Muslinms and their societies from
fulfilling the injunctions of Islamto be equipped wth
t he means of defending ourselves and to deter the
eneny. During the glorious years of the Mislim
civilisation we were not oppressed. Mislins were
respected and feared. That was because Muslim
countries were strong mlitarily and economcally, and
advanced in the sciences. Europeans had to learn from
Musl i ms new knowl edge as well as those of the G eeks
and ot hers, which the Muslins had studied, translated
into Arabi c and enhanced.

9. W all know that the Prophet S.A W brought only
one Islam The Islamthat he received fromAlIl ah



S WT. is only one. But today there are nmany Islamc
religions. There are the Sunni and the Shiah, each

di vided into nunmerous groups by the different inmans and
tarikats. Had Allah SSWT. wanted us to have all these
religions then the Prophet woul d have conveyed this to
the first Muslinms, would have taught Sunni Islam Shiah
Islametc. But we know that during his 23 years of
teaching Islamhe did not speak about Sunni or Shiah or
the various tarikats. Al these divisiveness in |Islam
canme only after he had passed away. They are the
results of differing interpretations about |slam by

di fferent scholars through the centuries.

10. Some of these interpretations and teachings are so
different fromeach other that their followers actually
accuse each other of not being Mislins. |ndeed they
regard many who profess to be Muslins as infidels.

Thus Sunni Muslins regard the Shiah as infidels and

Vi ce versa

11. In Mal aysia one political party has convinced its
foll owers that anyone not joining or supporting it is
not a Muslim Tens of thousands of Malay Mislins
believe this, believe even that voting for this party
in elections will guarantee a place for themin heaven.
It sounds ridiculous except that the followers are
deadly serious in their acceptance and belief, and in
their enmty towards those who do not join this party
or vote in elections for it. There is now a deep split
anong the Muslins of Ml aysia, caused by Muslim
politicians abusing the teachings of Islam

12. Because of the thousands of different
interpretations of Islamand very many different sects,
each claimng to be the true followers of Islam the
Muslims are thoroughly confused. They are even nore
confused because they are told that the door of ijtihad
or interpretations of Islamis closed and they nust
accept anything that had been interpreted | ong ago.

Yet the very people who tell us that we may not
reexanm ne and reinterprete Islamare thensel ves maki ng
new i nterpretations every day. And their
interpretations are neant only to enhance their
position in the conmunity, to ensure support for their
politics.

13. The result of this confusion is a deeply divided
ummah, prone to disputes and to fighting each ot her
They are less interested in defending thensel ves

agai nst the professed enenmies of Islamthan they are in
opposi ng other Miuslinms. That these conflicts anong
Muslims will only weaken the Muslins is totally ignored
by them

14. Disunited, confused about |Islam fighting each
ot her for power, lacking in essential know edge and
skills, msapplying their God-given wealth, the Mislins



of today have reached the | owest point in their

devel opnent. Still they go on doing what is prohibited
by Islam and danaging to thenselves. Still they are

not willing to see the reality of their situation or to
admt that they have deviated fromthe teachings of

I slam They continue to reject the brotherhood of
Musl i ns.

15. Frustrated and angry sonme Muslinms have resorted to
terrorism Many believe they have been successful in
this. But what have the Miuslins really gained by these
acts of terror? Al that has happened is that the
enem es of |slamhave found justification for putting
nore pressure on the Muslins, attacking and killing
them treating themand their religion with contenpt.

16. Muslinms fight and die not in order to achi eve any
real objective, to free thensel ves from oppression for
exanpl e. They fight and they die in order to
retaliate, in order to take revenge, in order to vent
t hei r anger.

17. Muslinms seemnot to plan or strategise. Even
their terror attacks seemto be random attacks,

i sol ated and uncoordi nated. Everyone of them seens to
be acting on their own. If they plan it does not seem
to be coordinated, nor to advance their cause. Apart
frommaki ng their enem es angry and providi ng excuses
for themto retaliate, nothing which can contribute
towards ultimate Muslim success or victory has been
achi eved.

18. The Muslins have clearly lost their way. There is
a saying in Ml ay that when you | ose your way, you nust
return to the beginning and start again. Wth so nmany
contradictory interpretations of Islamover the |ast
1400 years, nost of us have becone so confused that we
really do not know whether we are right or wong,

whet her we are taking the right path or not, whether

i ndeed we are follow ng the teachings of Islam
Certainly we are nowhere near achieving the greatness
that was once Islam If at all, we seemto be slipping
further and further away fromit.

19. Since we are so confused and divided because of

the varied interpretations and teachings of Islam we
should really return to the fundamentals of Islam to
the original teachings of the Prophet, to the Quran and
the verified Hadiths, especially those which are clear
and i ndi sputabl e and not subject to different
interpretations. What is the nost fundanental teaching
of Islam It is that |Islam nmeans peace. W greet each
other with the wish for peace. Is it just an enpty
greeting which we do not nean or is it that we w sh for
peace because we really want peace? If we want peace
then shouldn't we strive for peace, at |east anong
ourselves as Muslinms first, and then with peopl e of



ot her faiths.

20. The Quran states that all Mislins are brothers.
Apart from |slam advocati ng peace, surely brothers nust
not fight each other. Brothers should | ove each ot her
being as they are of the sane famly. Brothers should
be united. That is the basic teachings of |slam

There can be no dispute about this injunction of |slam
no difference in the interpretation of this teaching.

21. But Muslins do try to negate even this clear
teaching of Islam They are fond of declaring that
other Muslinms are not true Muslinms; in fact they are

i nfidels because they believe in different inmans,

bel ong to different mazhabs or sects, being Sunni or

Shi ah, followers of different tarikats etc. Far from
accepting alll Muslins as their brothers they adopt
dress codes which differentiate themfrom other Mislins
whom t hey condem as being | ess Muslimfor not wearing
their dress. But the Quran is explicit as to who is

and who is not a Muslim According to the Quran a
Miuslimis one who "bears witness that there is no CGod
but Al'lah and Muhanmad is H s Prophet.” Even if he or
she conmits sins, big or small, he or she remains a
Muslimfor as long as he or she "bears witness to Allah
as the only God that is worshi pped and that Muhammad is
H s Prophet.”

22. So all the Muslins, all those who bear witness to
Allah as the only God that they worship and that
Muhammad is Hi s Prophet nmust be brothers, mnmust be at
peace with each other and nust be united. W can have
our worldly difference, we can have our quarrels as
brothers often do, but we would still be brothers and
behave |i ke brothers. Wiy should Islam advocate the

br ot herhood of Muslins if they are neant to behave not
as brothers? If Miuslins are expected to behave as
enem es of each other then Allah woul d not decl are that
all Muslinms are brothers.

23. Peace and the brotherhood of Muslins are
fundanment al teachings of Islam If we uphold this
fundanmental injunction of Islamalone, there will be
Muslimunity and they will be strong. The Muslins were
not meant to have countries and to be divided according
to race or nation. They were, everyone of them nenbers
of the great Muslim community, the unmmah. But now t he
Musl i ms have divided thenselves into different states
and their loyalty to their state is nore than to |Islam
In the pursuit of the interests of their respective
countries, they are quite prepared to fight their

Musl i m brothers fromother countries; they are quite
prepared to be divided, to join opposing canps, even

t hose of their non-Mislimenem es.

24. They are already weak. Divided they are weaker.
Unabl e to protect thenselves fromother Mislins and



fromother enenies they allow thenselves to be
mani pul at ed agai nst their co-religionists. They becone
pawns in the ganes other people play. Truly they have
| ost self-respect. Truly they are not follow ng the
teachi ngs of Islam

25. Blanmng others for our sad fate may only be
partially correct. But there is very little we can do
to get others, our enenmies, to cease oppressing us. On
the other hand if we blane ourselves there is sonething
that we can do to overcone our own faults and
weaknesses. It is therefore nuch better if we | ook for
and recogni se our own faults.

26. Muslins nust surely know what is it that they are
doing which is wong. Certainly their disunity, their
rejection of Islamc brotherhood is wong. They do not
have the right priorities either, enphasising the

avoi dance of mnor sins while openly committing major
sins.

27. But beyond that they have, often deliberately,

i gnored or msinterpreted nmuch of the basic teachings,
the clear verses in the Quran. They often read the
verses partially, ignoring the context, the parts which
qualify the injunctions in the main parts of the

ver ses.

28. Very often we mss conpletely the nessage

focusing on the forminstead. Thus when we are asked
to prepare war-horses so as to deter and defeat the
eneny, it is not deterring and defeating the eneny that
we take note of. It is the keeping of horses.

Simlarly when maki ng judgenent, it is not justice that
we seek to achieve, it is the process of making the
judgenent. If the process is followed then even if
injustice is the result, we believe we have foll owed
what our religion enjoins upon us to do. W ignore
conpletely the injunctions of the Quran that stresses
maki ng judgenment with justice. And because we ignore
this stress on justice enjoined by Islam we create an
i mage of Islamthat is uncaring and unjust.

29. |1 will not cite nore cases of the

m sinterpretation and deliberate ignoring of the
teachings of Islam It is because of this that Mislins
of today are backward, |acking in know edge, unable to
defend t hensel ves and their religion, and forced to
resort to terror in order to seek revenge.

30. How long can we go on doing this? WII what we
are doing today restore the greatness of our religion
and the fitrah that it should be to mankind? WII it
deliver us from oppression by our detractors?

31. Frankly I don't think so. It is not because we
are incapabl e of devel oping ourselves to the |evel



where others would be forced to respect us and our
religion. It is sinply because we refuse to adhere to
the true teachings of Islamand to strive to better our
ot on this earth as much as we prepare for the life in
the hereafter. We pray for hassanah in this world and
for hassanah in the akhirat but we do nothing beyond
merely asking Allah to help us in this world, and in
the next. We ignore the Quranic injunction that Allah
wi Il not change our fate unless we strive to change it
our sel ves.

32. And so we will continue to be oppressed, to be
attacked, bonbed and killed, while our religion, Islam
i s condemmed as fal se.

33. Many of you will say - who is he to tal k about
Islam Don't listen to himeven if what he says is
true and is in accord with Islam

34. That is your choice. Wether you sin or you gain
nerit, Allah S WT. will determ ne
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