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TI ME:

| amgreatly honoured and privileged to be invited

to address this august gathering of the

Par | i amentarians and Council of Mnisters of Tinor
Leste. Perhaps it would be appropriate if | talk about
governnments and the denocratic parlianmentary system of
government in particular since both Tinor Leste and
Mal aysi a practise it.

2. As we all know there are many forns of governnent
and parliamentary denocracy is only one of them
Parliamentary denocracy, like all the other systens of
government is not perfect. It has many weaknesses and
how t hese weaknesses will underm ne a parlianentary
gover nment depends much upon the practitioners. If the
practitioners understand the systemand its limts and
are determned to derive the maxi mum benefit fromit,
then it will work and it will deliver the good
governance that we all want. If not it will be no
better than the systens which we reject, the feuda
system the authoritarian system the Socialist system
t he Conmuni st system the liberal denocratic system
the Presidential system the two-party system the one
termor two termsystemor whatever. Al are inperfect
and they can be worse than the parlianmentary denocratic
system On the other hand under benevolent, patriotic
and skilful hands they can be better than parlianentary
denocr acy.

3. If we exam ne the denocratic systemby itself we
will find that it wil not always deliver. It is
assuned that the majority of the el ectorate know what
is good for them But it is entirely possible that the
el ectorate do not know, or they know but they choose
not to care and abide by what they know.

4. The el ectorate can be corrupted, directly or
indirectly. They will sell their votes, especially
when they are poor. For themit is short term gain.
O they may reject a good candidate or a good party
because personally or as a group they had not been
gi ven sonet hing that they had asked for. O they are
loyal to their party so much so that they would vote
for it even though their party is not a good party.



They may vote against the other party sinply because of
hatred even though the other party is good for the
country.

5. In the end the best party for the country would
not win. And the country as well as the voters woul d
suffer from havi ng chosen wongly.

6. In a tw-party system it can well happen that the
Wi nning party has only a small majority. The nenbers

of the winning party can then threaten their party that
if they don't get sonething personally for thensel ves
or their constituents then they would cross over to the
opposition and bring down the governnent. Under

threat, the government would be nore concerned to
retain the support of the nenbers than to govern the
country properly. Only when the governnent party has a
big majority in a two-party systemor a multi-party
system can the government focus on governing and not on
politics within the governnent party in order to remain
i n power.

7. Amulti-party systemwll result in the parties
never getting a sufficient majority to forma strong
government. The electorate will be so divided between
the many parties that none of the parties can win
sufficient seats to formthe governnent. In such a
situation it may be necessary to forma mnority
gover nment whi ch woul d be too weak to govern as it can
be brought down any time by losing the votes in
parliament. To solve this the party with the biggest
nunber of seats would try to forma coalition with a
smal l er party to get the necessary mgjority.

8. The big party will then be beholden to the smal
party as it may threaten to | eave the coalition and
bring down the governnent. The senior partner will
have to give up its principles and pander to the
demands of the junior partner. The tail will then be
waggi ng the dog and the government will not be able to
deliver on its prom ses. The country would suffer

9. Some countries practise proportionate
representation in parliament. This al nost guarantees
that no party will have an absolute majority to rule.
Weak coalitions would be formed and the governnent can
neither inplenment the prom sed programes or be strong
enough to take necessary but unpopul ar actions which
al |l government nust do.

10. Qutside of the parlianment, pressures can al so be
applied to render the governnent ineffective.
Denocracy is acconpani ed by certain freedons which can
only be upheld at considerable cost. The gover nnment
can be brought down by sustained general strikes or by
conti nuous street denonstrations. Under such pressure
t he governnment may have to resign and a new el ection



hel d. Unfortunately if another party wins and forns

t he governnent, it too can be brought down through
strikes and denonstrations. The result is instability
whi ch underm nes the econony, which in turn underm nes
t he governnment. A country cannot be developed if the
government is not able to focus on the adm nistration
and is preoccupied all the time with trying to nmaintain
| aw and order and stay in power.

11. In a multi-racial country, denocracy, whether
Parliamentary or Presidential is especially difficult
to practise. The majority race may dom nate and form a
raci al ly biased government. The mnorities would
suffer under the rule of the majority race.

12. A Presidential systemmy be of two kinds, a non-
executive President or an executive President. Even a
non- executive President, |ike a constitutional nonarch
can be a problemfor the ruling el ected governnent.
Usual |y the assent and signature of the President is
needed for the | aws passed by parlianent to becone
legally enforceable. If the President refuses to sign
for whatever reason then the el ected governnent of the
peopl e can be frustrated.

13. On the other hand if the President is also the
Chi ef Executive, it may well be that Parlianent is
dom nated by a party that is not synpathetic towards
him The Parlianent can frustrate the President and
t here woul d be endl ess wangling between hi mand
parliament. The governnment woul d agai n be rendered

i nef fective.

14. There is now a fear of governnent authority.
Havi ng said that the governnment nust be elected by the
peopl e, nmeasures are taken to curb the powers of the
government. Various non-formal non-el ected bodies are
now forned to curb the powers of the governnent. These
bodi es are responsible to no one. Certainly they do
not represent the majority of the voters. But they

wi el d such great powers that the rights of the majority
are di mi ni shed or negated entirely. The non government
organi sation can deny a majority government the right
to rule based on their own ideas of right and w ong.
The human rights, the environnental, the animal rights
groups and a host of other NGOs, can all frustrate the
governnment at every turn. The cost of living and
governi ng goes up because of the need to pander to the
wi shes of the NGGs. Yet the NGOs formonly a tiny
portion of the people by conparison to the majority
support for the elected governnment. |f denocracy neans
government by the majority then the NGOs are actually
denyi ng denocracy because, despite their being a smal
mnority they can deny the majority as represented by
the popularly el ected government, their right to rule.

15. Simlarly the nedia w el ds enornmous power over the



popul arly el ected government. The nmedia is el ected by
no one. But it can if it wants to, give distorted
reports so as to pronote its own agenda. There is not
much that can be done to curb or correct the nedia.
Being in control of the nmeans to shape the mnds of the
peopl e, the nmedi a whet her [ ocal or foreign-owned wi el ds
nore influence over the government than the el ectorate.
The powerful role of the nmedia is pronoted and def ended
by the nedia itself. Sinply by not airing contrary
views the nedia can shape the thinking so that no one
may question the rights and the role of the nedia. An

i ndependent nedia able to criticise the governnent is
good, but that independence can be abused as nmuch as
government can abuse its power.

16. But the judiciary too can deny the | aw maki ng

power of the el ected governnment. The judiciary clains
the right to interpret laws differently fromthe
objective of the |egislators who passed the law It
also clains the right to review |l ans properly

| egi slated by parlianent, claimng that they are
unconstitutional or sinply bad | aws. Even if

provi sions are nade by properly legislated |aws for the
government to act, the judiciary can still overcone the
rights of the governnent through habeas corpus or sone
| egal excuse or anot her

17. Actually denocracy no | onger neans governnent by
the majority of the people. Al kinds of entities can
frustrate the wi shes of the majority so nuch so that it
is far nore effective to be a minority activist with no
responsibility than to be an active politician

striving for power through the ballot box.

18. If we care to ook at the history of the various
systens of governnent devised by the devel oped
countries of the Wst, we will not fail to notice that
they all go through a cycle. They all have an

i dealistic beginning, i.e. to correct the injustice of
the current systemthrough its displacenment by a noble
and nore just system Over tinme the ideol ogy would
gai n support fromthe nmasses until a critical mass is
achi eved and the current systemis overthrown and

repl aced by the new i deol ogy. Then the ideol ogy and
system woul d undergo a process of reinterpretation and
change until the original concept and ideal are | ost
and what enmerges is quite different fromthe original
This entity then becones as unjust and intol erant as
the previous systemand fails to deliver on its

prom ses. Wth this a new system or ideol ogy woul d be
spawned and the process of overthrow ng the current
system woul d begi n agai n. Eventually the current
system woul d be overthrown and the new system woul d
take over, only to undergo the same netanorphosis, to
degenerate, to fail to deliver on its prom ses and
finally to breed a new i deol ogy. W can be sure the
new i deol ogy woul d suffer the sane fate.



19. Thus Capitalismbred Socialismand Conmuni sm

whi ch over tine evolved into the dictatorship of the
proletariat. The excesses of the dictatorship lead to
its eventual overthrow and the re-energence of the
Capitalist systemthinly disguised as |ibera
denocracy. Today the capitalists and the |ibera
denocrats are exhibiting signs of intolerance and
aut horitarianism No other systens are allowed now
Any attenpt to resist will nmeet with all kinds of
pressures, including conquest by force of arns.
Denocracy can now be inposed by viol ence and the
violence is justified by clainmng that denocracy is
good. But as we have seen denocracy is not always
good. It can lead to anarchy and the peopl e can
suffer.

20. But having said all these the fact still remnains
that denocracy is the best systemyet devised by man to
govern human society. It can be made to work and it can
do so if only we learn to understand the imts and
weaknesses of denocracy and to accept them

21. For a denocratic government to work it nust have a
good mpjority, not 99 percent or even 80 percent but
certainly not so small that a nenber or a few nenbers
can bring down the governnent by crossing over to the
opposition. Too many parties cannot result in a
government with a strong majority. So the nunber of
parties should be Iimted, at |east two, at the nost
five or six. These parties nust be national in
character, not limted to a particular district or
region in the country.

22. Once elected the majority party nust be allowed to
rule the country until the next election. Bringing
down governments between el ecti ons shoul d be avoi ded
unl ess the government has clearly caused a catastrophy.

23. Mnority groups such as NG should not unduly
harass the government. They can give their views, but
if they feel strongly then at the next election they
shoul d throw their support behind the opposition. The
people will then decide whether to return the sane
party or another party.

24. Once elected, the right of the parlianent to

| egi sl ate nust be respected by all. No one, not even
the judiciary nust usurp the |law making role. The
judiciary should interpret the aws in accordance wth
the objectives of the laws. If the wordings |end

t hensel ves to other interpretation then parliament
shoul d anend the I aws so that the objective is

attai ned.

25. The admi nistration, including the enforcenent
Wi ngs, must be professional. Their duty is to carry



out the policies and enforce the | aws according to the
policies and objectives of the government in power.
Personal political belief should not influence the

adm ni strative machinery. If there is a change in
government then the adm nistration nust follow the
policies of the new governnent.

26. The rights to strike and to denonstrate must be
sparingly used. Certainly they should not be with
political objectives. Liberally practised, strikes and
denonstrations will underm ne the econony, and prevent
society fromdeveloping. In the end it is the workers
who woul d suffer nost. Wirkers should strike only if
there is no other way to get fair redress.

27. The people nust accept the Iimtations of
denocracy and not expect too rmuch fromit. Prudently
practised by the people and the governnent denocracy
can give the best form of governance.

28. Denocracy shoul d be upheld and practi sed because
it is nost likely to give a country a good gover nnent
and a good life for the people. However the good life
of the people should not be sacrificed in order to
sustai n denocracy.

29. Free trade for exanple is being pronoted as an
integral part of denocracy. It really is not. It is
only linked to denbcracy so as to gain legitimcy. A
country can be denocratic and yet control its econony
in order to benefit its people, certainly the majority
of its people. The idea of free trade conmes fromthe
rich and powerful countries which feel frustrated over
their inability to exploit fully for thenselves the
potentials of the poor countries. In fact when they
were denocratising they restricted trade so they could
keep the wealth of their countries to thensel ves. The
British for exanple, enforced Commonweal th Preference
so that their trade could be limted to their nenbers.
Yet the British were regarded as Denocratic even then

30. Protecting a country's market is therefore not
undenocratic. The attenpt to |ink denocracy with free
trade has no basis.

31. W also know that free conpetition is not
necessarily fair conpetition. In any contest, the
contestants nust be fairly matched. A contest between
a pygnmy and a giant cannot be considered as fair. The
demand that there should be free conpetition when it is
wel I known that the conpetition is between poor

uni ndustrialised countries and hi ghly sophisticated
weal thy industrialised countries cannot be consi dered
as fair. It is even less fair when the rich expect to
be allowed to subsidise their agricultural products.
The subsi dy per year per head of cattle is about twice
the price of the animal. That subsidy can feed a whol e



famly in a poor country for one year. They al so use
intell ectual property rights to keep their wealth
creating technol ogy to thensel ves.

32. Free trade is actually undenocratic. It

di sregards the majority who are poor in favour of the
mnority rich. The poor countries must insist on
denocracy in international negotiations and within the
i nternational organisations. W should insist on fair
trade and not free trade. W should maintain that free
trade is undenocratic, and therefore our rejection of
it is denocractic.

33. Mdst devel opi ng countries depend upon their

natural resources to sustain their econony.
Unfortunately they do not have the nmeans either
financially or technologically to extract their natura
resources. Petrol eumresources cannot be exploited by
poor countri es.

34. Historically the oil majors had cheated the poor
countries by paying themless than one US Dollar for a
barrel of oil. For decades the poor countries were
cheated while the majors waxed rich producing, refining
and retailing the oil. Had it not been for OPEC the
price of oil would never have reached the present |evel
of above 25 U.S. Dollars. |Inmagine the anmount of wealth
lost by the countries with oil all these decades.

35. But today unless the petroleumrich countries are
smart in negotiating the concessions, they are stil
likely to be cheated. That is the kind of world we
l[ive in. W nust not believe that a denocratic country
will not cheat. It is inportant to remenber that

nucl ear bonbs have only been dropped by a denocratic
country.

36. Sonme quarters have said that Ml aysia is not
denocratic. Yet they don't criticise countries which
are friendly to them even though these countries have
undenocratic authoritarian governnents. Cearly their
criticisnms of Malaysia are notivated by politica
consi derations. Malaysia is not worried. W are
denocratic. How el se can you explain the | arge nunber
of opposition nenbers being elected to the federal and
state |l egislatures, so much so that presently two
states are ruled by parties opposed to the Federa
Gover nnent .

37. Malaysia is a multi racial, multi Iingual country.
Most multi racial countries are faced with continuous
racial conflicts. But Malaysia is peaceful. An

aut horitarian country can easily ensure peace but a
denocratic country finds it very difficult. Yet

Mal aysi a has managed its racial problems well. This is
because Mal aysi ans understand the weaknesses and limts
of denmocracy and we do not exceed these limts. O



necessity the Governnent has to maintain preventive

| aws which inhibits excessive abuses of denocratic
freedom The result is that Ml aysia can enjoy
denocracy w thout the excesses which encroach on the
freedomof the mpjority. The minority also enjoy
freedomso long as they don't deprive the majority from
their own denocratic rights.

38. | amglad Tinor Leste has opted for Parlianentary
Denocracy. As Parlianentarians | am sure you
understand the weaknesses and the Iimts of your power.
A good governnent is therefore possible. And I would
like to wish you all the best and | feel sure that your
understanding will bring about true denocracy and

devel opnent to your country.
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