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TI ME

It gives me great pleasure to wel come Your

Excel | ency and nenbers of your del egation to Langkawi .

I am delighted that Your Excellency has accepted ny
invitation to hold our Annual Consultation in this

| egendary island of Langkawi. | am hopeful the serenity
and beauty of Langkawi as one of Malaysia's premer
resort island would help us to continue our discussion
in a nore rel axi ng atnosphere. | do hope though that
your visit, Excellency, will give ne the opportunity to
reci procate the very warm hospitality you extended to
my wife and | during our visit to Chiang Mai in July
and Hadyai in Decenber |ast year.

2. 1 recall with great satisfaction our |ast neeting

i n Hadyai when we had all our two Cabinets neeting
together informally. It was indeed a uni que occasion
the first ever such a neeting between our two
countries. Such a neeting gave a fresh approach, which
also allows direct interaction between our ministers.
have al ways believed that regular contacts and

i nteraction between | eaders, officials and people wll
hel p foster good rel ations between countries. The
personal rapport established between themis

i measurable, and | nust thank you for the initiative.
I do hope we can again organi se such a neeting in the
future.

3. Today we have begun anot her chapter in our
relationship by initiating a new fora to explore
cooperation in technology to enhance economic growh in
our two countries. The inauguration of the Plenary
Session of the Ml aysi a- Thai | and Technol ogy Busi ness
Part nershi p Di al ogue by us this norning has brought

t oget her Mal aysi ans and Thais from both the public and
private sectors to di scuss and exchange i deas on
technol ogy cooperation for economic growh. This is yet
anot her fine exanple of the spirit of collaboration
that will continue to contribute to the expansi on and
consol i dati on of cooperation between Ml aysia and
Thai | and.

4. Qur joint efforts in the energy and comodity
sectors, for exanple, have borne fruit. I amalso



pl eased that we are continuously |ooking at new ways to
expand such cooperation in other activities as well,
such as in transport, health, education, and culture,
all of which we had discussed in Hadyai. W are al so
particularly pleased with the various bilatera
cooperation taking place between our agencies at our
common border intended to enhance the soci o-economc
wel | being of the people in the border areas of both
countri es.

5. This afternoon, we had a frank and neani ngfu

di scussion on various issues affecting our two
countries. We noted with satisfaction the excellent
state of our relations as well as the satisfactory
progress in our ongoing trade, investnment and tourism
I am encouraged by your support to resolve the issues
that we had identified.

6. We al so discussed pending issues between our two
countries. In this regard, | cannot but agree with you
nore when you said in Bangkok | ast year that Mal aysia
and Thailand of fer the best nodel to the world of how
two countries sharing a comon border should |ive,
coexi st and cooperate with one anot her

7. Close cooperation between our two countries is al
the nore rel evant given the changi ng environnment and
the conplexities of the world today. Terrorism which
poses the nost serious threat to international peace
and security, calls for strong bilateral cooperation
solidarity and conmmtnment between us. By pooling our
resources together we should, with our friends in the
regi on, be better placed to nip any terrorist activity
in the bud. No one country can fight this evil alone.
W& have to coll aborate closely, as we have been doing,
to eradicate this nenace if we are to nake the world a
better and safer place to live in.

8. In our unwavering commitnment to counter terrorism
Mal aysi a recently established the Sout heast Asia

Regi onal Centre for Counter-Terrorism in Kuala Lunpur,
with its main scope of responsibility being to provide
training to those involved in counter-terrorismso that
they are fully prepared for the task. It will work
closely with security agencies both w thin and outside
the country to gather and exchange rel evant information
that woul d be pertinent for its training programes. |
am gl ad that many countries are supporting the
establ i shnent of the Centre. | hope we will continue to
recei ve support not only from Thail and and our other

nei ghbours, but al so support of the internationa
community as well as the United Nations.

9. CQur cooperation has hel ped us to overcone the

recent SARS outbreak in our region that caused havoc to
our econom es, especially in the tourismand transport
sector. Again here, it was the joint and coordi nated



response that we took together with other countries in
the region that had hel ped to contain the spread of the
deadly virus in our countries. For our health care
system the know edge and experience we gai ned toget her
in conbating SARS is i measurable. Allow ne to take
this opportunity to thank you, Your Excellency, for the
positive contribution made by Thailand in successfully
hosti ng t he ASEAN and ASEAN pl us Chi na Leaders Meeti ng,
as well as the APEC Health Mnisters' Meeting on SARS

i n Bangkok recently.

10. | have been follow ng closely the remarkabl e
econom ¢ progress that is being achieved by Thail and
under your able stewardship. Your governnent's dua
track policy of encouraging the export sector and

i ncreasi ng donestic consunption has certainly brought
the desired result. I amencouraged that in the first
quarter of this year, Thailand' s econony recorded a
remarkabl e 6.7 percent growth and that the expectation
of continuing growh will remain strong for the rest of
the year. | would like to congratul ate you on your

achi evenents. In Cctober this year, Thailand will again
take centre stage when you host the APEC Leaders

Meeting i n Bangkok. Your governnent, | know, has spared
no effort in preparing for this, and I am confi dent
this meeting will be a success. | |look forward to being
there.

11. In conclusion, let ne once again welconme you to
Langkawi . | hope that your short visit here will be a
menor abl e one for you and nmenbers of your del egation
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