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MASA:

Yang Di Pertua

Kel ab Kebangsaan Wartawan-wart awan Ml aysi a,
Enci k Mazl an Nordin

Ahli-ahli Jawat ankuasa,

Dif-dif Kehormat,

Tuan-tuan dan puan-puan sekelian

Saya mengucapkan terima kasi h kepada Kel ab Kebangsaan

Wart awan-wart awan Mal aysi a kerana nenjenput saya ke Majlis
pada mal am i ni untuk merai kan saya. Saya nerasa sungguh
bahawa kadangkal a wart awan-wartawan adal ah | ebi h ber pengar uh
dari pada ahli-ahli politik.

2. Saya tel ah diberitahu bahawa Kel ab Kebangsaan

Wart awan-war t awan Mal aysia i ni sel ain dari pada nengadakan
j amuan-j amuan nmakan, dan ini tidaklah sal ah, juga akan
menanbahkan | agi aktiviti-aktiviti yang berkaitan dengan
bi dang kewartawanan. |ni nemangl ah bai k dan saya harap
usaha- usaha seunpanma ini dapat ditingkatkan dari nasa ke
semasa.

Ladi es and gentl enen,

3. It is indeed a pleasure for me to be with you,

di stingui shed nenbers of the press. In extending to nme the
invitation for the function tonight, which | amtold is in
di nner 1 do not have nuch choice but to excede to the
request.

4. Now may | take this opportunity to share with you sone
of nmy thoughts on the subject of the role and
responsibilities of the Press in Ml aysia. Perhaps |I should
say, let nme reiterate sone of ny already known views about
the press in Malaysia and everywhere else. W in Ml aysia
are committed to a denocratic formof government. This is
enbodi ed in our Constitution, in the Rukunegara and in the
mani festos of the various political parties. For denocracy
to function effectively and thrive we need an i nforned
public. In a denocracy, it is the people who in the fina
anal ysis decide the policy and the direction of the
Government. And kthe party elected by themto formthe
Government is the one which they consider is capable of

i npl enenting and pursuing policies which they generally
approve. The better inforned the opublic is on all issues



the better are they able to make the right decisions as to
whi ch party should formthe governnent. Therefore an

i nportant function of the Press in a denocratic society is
to educate and informthe public on issues so as to enable
them to nmake their choice.

5. | am happy to see that the Press in this kcountry has

di scharged this inportant function admrably. O late the
Press have been even nore active in this area. New

techni ques and approaches are being used in order to

el uci dat e public concerns, behaviour and reacteras. This is
a healthy trend. However, | noticed, that in sone cases a
few of our reporters in their enthusiasmand zeal were
somewhat carried away with the result that the reporting
tends to be rather non-factual and verging on
sensationalism There have al so been cases where the
reporting has been anything but objective. While the Press
reporting is balanced you will be failing in your inportant
function of keeping the public informed. As much as you
have a right to expose any shortcom ngs you al so have an
equal responsibility to ensure accurancy in you reporting.
Failure to maintain balanced reporting will result in the
creaters of an image of a country. That doesn't seemto be
able to do anything right. You know very well that we do a
ot of rithts things in this country. How el se can you
explain the prosperity and the good life. Even the poor in
this country are better of than the poor el sewhere. As to
the objects of your investigative reporting, it is inportant
to remenber that they are largely human. Their ability to
defend thenselves is very linmted. In accurate and possibly
sl anderous reporting will create despondency and will not
hel p achi eve the good results that we are all after. This
is particularly so of Governnent officers, who by and | arge
are abl e and har d- wor ki ng.

Ladi es and CGent!| enen.

6. In our multi-racial society the responsibility of the
Press goes beyond just accurate reporting. The
sensitivities of the various races have to be consi dered.
Political stability and the peaceful co-existence anong the
races are two inportant conditions which the Governnent
strives to pronote and preserve. In all our actions and
policies the Government takes special care that these two
factors are always taken into consideration. It would be
inimcal to the efforts of the Governnment if the Press in
their overzeal ousness were to report events w thout giving
due consideration to the sensitivities of the various races.

7. Some of you regard the need to exercise certain

restraint in order not to ruffle these sensitivities as a
[imtation to the proper and effective working of the nedia.
| believe, however, that these constraints should be
regarded as a challenge to the skill and maturity of our
journalists, broadcasters and others in the nedia and al so
as a test of their sense of responsibility.



8. As nenbers of the Press you are, no doubt, concerned
with the Freedom of the Press. You know nmy views on the
freedom of the press. | don't believe that absolute freedom
of the press exists anywhere, even in the liberal western
countries. There is always sone restraints exercised if not
by the Governnent at |east by the owners, advertisers,

the freedom he wants in a socialist paper and vice-versa.
And of course a socialist reader will not get the freedom of
the press in a conservative paper. Even if the people who

di sagree with the slant of a particul ar paper are given
space, their views are inmedi ately snothered by the editors
reply or comments which are published i nmediately. Thus the
freedom of the press are for those who agree and even these
few are not too free. The nedia exercises its own
censorship, not in accordance with national needs but
according to the narrow views of the people who control the

paper .

9. These are facts which | state. Even now as the Prine
Mnister | do not get the freedomof the press. Wthin the
country and nore so outside, nmy words are often twisted in
order to suit the purpose of the particular journal, which
frequently is nothing nore than the desire to popul ari se and
i ncrease the circulation of the paper. Recently | received
a call from BBC London who asked for nmy comments on the
Governnment's policy well regards to British suppliers. |
refused this tel ephone interview becauce |I know everyt hing
said woul d be used agai nst ne and agai nst Ml aysia. For ne
the BBCis not a part of the free press system

10. What | say is inpleasant. But if you exam ne yourself
you wil admt that frequently reporting by the press has
done a lot of harmparticularly sensationalist reporting.
The exposures of private views have rendered dipl omacy not
only difficult but less effective. If everone of us knows
of the private thought that we entertain of each other, we
will not be on talking terns. Apply this to nations and the
result will be strained relations if not war. A case in
point is the statenent attributed to Ms. Ghandi recently.
The Thai response was conpletely predictable and justified.
However, | cannot inmagi ne a head of Government of Ms.
Ghandi's stature being so undi pl omatic. Now of course it
has been deni ed that she made those remarks on Thail and.
But the "fat's already in the fire". Relations will never
be quite the sane again.

11. Freedom of the Press should be exercised with restraint
and responsibility. But quite a few of those in the
profession feel that restraint and responsibility means a
[imtation on the freedomof the press. If total licence is
consi dered as freedom of the press, than freedom of the
press does not exist anywhere in the world. And in the view
of the people outside the select group who control the press
in one way or another, freedom of the press al so does not

exi st. Freedomof the Press is a nyth, a nyth invented by
the so-celled liberal west to serve their own purpose--since
t hey, through their world-w de control of the media, stand



to benefit nost. Qur press should not subscribe to that
kind of freedom nmuch less be a part of their indirect

i ntel l ectual hegenmony. W should think of what is good for
our country and our people as a whol e.

12. If we think of our country and our people then the
narrow i nterests of the press as an institution fades into
i nsignificance. The needs of the nation and the people are
infinitely greater. And towards these greater needs the
press is in a nost emnent position to contribute. Just as
you can agitate the people, you can also cal mthan and hel p
t hem devel op those val ues that can contirubute nost towards
their well-being. Ml aysia needs a period of stability
during which to consolidate its gains and to build up the
work ethics and values that will make it strong and vi abl e.
The CGovernnent will do its best. But the Governnment needs

t he cooperation of everyone, including of course the press.
You have done will so far, buthere is nuch nore kto be done
before all the peoples of Malaysia are united with one
single objective, to build a greater Ml aysia, where peace
and prosperity and the freedom of the responsible are
assured.

Tuan-tuan dan Puan- puan.

13. Bagi nengakhiri ucapan saya, saya sekali |agi mnengucap
terima kasi h kepada The National Press Cub yang tel ah sud
menj enput saya dan nmenberi pel uang saya berucap. Saya
berharap saya tidak dianggap terlalu dogmatic. Sebaga
seorang yang biasa di banned dari nengedar pendapatnya
mel al ui tulisannya saya faham betapa tinggi nilainya peranan
media. DI sanping itu saya juga percaya bahawa "the | oss of
a mnor freedomfor an individual is of little consequence
as conmpared to the well-being of a nation". Saya berharap
pendapat saya ini ditinmbang ol eh tuan-tuan dan puan-puan
Sungguhpun apa yang saya perkatakan ini tidak nenyenangkan
tetapi saya percaya jika tuan-tuan dan puan-puan nenbuat
bandi ngan ant ara sekarang dan dahul u, antara Mal aysi a dan
beber apa negara | ain, tuan-tuan dan puan-puan akan dapati
bahawa "the bark is worse than the bite"

Seki an, terim kasih.
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