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Yang Ber bahagi a Dr. Kenneth Yeang,
Presi den Pertubuhan Arkitek Ml aysia;
Dif-Dif Kehormat;

Tuan-tuan dan Puan- puan sekal i an

Saya mengucapkan terima kasi h kepada Pertubuhan Arkitek

Mal aysi a at au PAM kerana nenj enput saya dan isteri saya ke
maj | i s jamuan nmakan mal am tahunan PAM Saya juga berterim
kasi h kepada PAM kerana menganuger ahkan kepada saya Keahl i an
Kehor mat Pertubuhan ini. Saya ingin nerakankan penghar gaan
kepada serua ahli PAM di atas penganugerahan i ni

2. Saya juga di fahankan bahawa tenpoh hari PAM el ah
mengadakan sat u persi dangan ant arabangsa yang tel ah di hadiri
ol eh para arkitek dari dal amdan |uar negeri. To those of
you who have come fromabroad | would like to extend our

wel cone. | do hope you will take time off to visit some of
the interesting places in Kuala Lunpur and

el sewhere. As architects | amsure you will be | ooking at
our buildings, old and new. | am proud to say that sone
bui | di ngs have been accorded international recognition. The
hotel in Tanjung Jara in Trengganu has won the Aga Khan
prize.

Ladi es and CGentl enen,

3. Wen | was invited by your Association to attend this
function, | accepted it with little hesitation as | have not
had the opportunity to be with you before. And when | was
told that PAMwould like to confer nme an award, | could not
say no as it is an honour that no one can refuse. | amsure
that it is not because | ama Prine Mnister but rather
because | amat |east partially responsible for the ness
that Kual a Lunmpur is in today. However, it was when | was
asked to say a few words that | hesitated nost. It is not
that | am unaccustoned to public speaking but it is sinply
that when | speak | get sort of carried away and say quite a
ot of inpolite things. But after you have treated nme to a
sunmptuous neal | am to sonme extent, constrained from
speaking forthrightly. This speech is as polite and indirect
as | can get.



Ladi es and CGentl enen,

4. PAM as a professional organisation has played an

i nportant and significant role in the devel opnment of this
country. PAMand its nmenbers, either individually or
collectively, has fromtine to tinme contributed to and
assisted the Governnment by way of suggestions, ideas as well
as constructive criticisnms of the various plans initiated by
the Governnent. The cl ose rapport established by PAMwi th

t he vari ous Governnent departnents and agenci es has resulted
in a good and harnonious relationship. I am confident that
PAMwi Il continue to contribute and work closely with the
Governnent for our nutual benefit.

5. 1 would like to cormmend PAMon its progressive efforts
and its contribution to our national devel opment. PAM as a
professional institution is perceived as being conmtted to
taking an active role in advanci ng Mal aysi an architecture
and this is good for the country. O course PAM nust
jealously guard the interest of its nenbers. Self-interest
is still the best interest, nodified no doubt by the I|arger
interest of the society and nation

6. | have also been told that the current enphasis by PAM
is in the pursuit of excellence in design with a Ml aysian
thene. This pursuit is an on-goi ng devel opnental process
heritage of the country. This process is, therefore, an
essential conponent of nation buil ding because architecture
is nmore than just nere building construction. It is an
expression of our national personality and character. It
woul dn't do to have Kual a Lunmpur so like other nodern cities
that a visitor cannot realise that he is in Kuala Lumpur,
Mal aysi a and not Houston, Texas or Los Angel es, California.
We cannot rely on the rain and the hunmdity to be Kual a
Lunpur's signature. breadth of the country one sees

devel opnent and construction going on at a frenetic phase.
No one particular state in the country is left out of this
progress. W are not a country with everything concentrated
exclusively in the capital. Qur devel opnment is spread out.
Towns especially the major towns, are changing both in size
and character. Despite the policy to spread devel opnent,
Kual a Lunmpur as the capital has grown faster than the other
urban centres. Still, next to Bandar Sri Begawan, Kual a
Lunpur remains the smallest capital in South East Asia.

8. Alot of people feel that this is not good. They woul d
like to retain the quaint and sl ow noving town that Kual a
Lunpur once was. Life was much nore gracious then; no rush,
no traffic, no noise, and of course with rickshaws and
tricyles as the main transport, there was no pollution. It
is difficult to think that 15 years ago when the city
fathers were agai nst high rise buildings, Kuala Lunmpur was
just like that -- a provincial capital of pseudo-Morish
architecture, quiantly m xed with Chi nese shop-houses
fronted by five-foot ways.



9. Those who are opposed to the growh of the city are not
being realistic. W cannot preserve everything in the

i nterest of nostalgia and the satisfaction and the confort
of a few It is just too costly. Secondly it is not
necessary that growth and devel opnent of a city should be

hi deo us and polluting. Thus in the devel opnment of Kual a
Lunpur, we have tried to preserve the |andmarks and the Gty
Hall has tried to beautify the surroundings with trees and
flower beds and | andscaping. There is much yet to be done
but I believe we have just managed to save Kual a Lunpur from
being a collection of giant match boxes standi ng upright
which is what npst cities are today.

10. Opposed to the conservationists and the
environnental i sts are the | and-owners and devel opers. These
peopl e want to squeeze as many square foot of floor space
into their projects as they can. That the city is already
congested and ugly is of no interest to them They want to
maxi m se their earnings. And so buildings rise to ever
greater heights rubbing shoulders with each other. There is
no space for trees and for |andscaping. That the road and
streets cannot handle the traffic entering and | eaving the
bui | di ngs deter no one. If an owner of a piece of |and
between two tall buildings is not allowed to put up his own
multi-storey building, that, to him is an injustice. And
so the city becones the hideous place that environnentalists
| ove to condem.

11. The problemfor the city fathers is to bal ance the

obj ections of the environnentalists and conservationists
with the need to be fair to the property owners and

devel opers. And that problemw Il not lend itself to easy
solutions. Gty Hall nust resign itself to being condemed
by both all the tine.

12. The Governnent is not as callous and arbitrary as sone
peopl e nmake it out to be. W are concerned. W are
concerned with the environnent and conservati on as nmuch as
we are concerned to see that everyone gets the wealth that
is due to him Even though we may be preoccupied wth

rural devel opnent and the eradication of relative poverty
there, we are not neglecting urban devel oprent.

13. Lately the Government has been | ooking at the effects
of rapid developnent in the cities in Ml aysia. Mre and
nore glass towers are being built, designed, | amtold, to
keep out the heat thus |owering the cost of cooling the
interiors. If the heat is kept out, where does it go to? It
cannot just di sappear. The chances are it is heating up the
streets and the open spaces, naking wal ki ng about or even
driving less confortable. W suspect heat islands are being
formed in certain |ocations.

14. The short answer to this problemis to ban the use of
reflecting glass as exteriors of buildings. But perhaps
there are other ways. Certainly the planting of nore trees
and greens will help provide cool shades. There may be

ot her ways. Sone research is obviously desirable. The



Governnment is now | ooking into the right agency to do this
kind of research. In the meantine we are going to plant

nore trees. | would urge all owners of buildings, architects
and | andscape artists to give their attention and support to
the tree-planting and | andscaping effort. | amsure it wll

pay in the end. In any case we will be able to live in a
nor e congeni al environment .

Ladi es and CGentl enen,

15. A foreigner once remarked to ne that Kuala Lunpur is
different. Qur new construction is conpletely different
fromour colonial architecture. Then we built rows and rows
of shop-houses fronted by five-foot ways. One coul d wal k

for mles along the five-foot paths completely protected
fromthe sun or rain. It was no problemto go fromshop to
shop without being exposed to the el enents. And of course

t he shop houses and the five-foot ways gave character to our
t owns.

16. Today we no | onger build shop-houses. W build
free-standi ng buil di ngs conposed of a podium and a tower.
The podi um normal ly has the shops while the tower is used
for office space. Whithout doubt these free-standing
conposite buildings are beautifully designed. |ndeed they
have character as well. But there are no nore covered ways
for people to walk frombuilding to building. If you want to
do that you will have to get on the street and wal k or

drive.

17. | amnot suggesting that we should rebuild the old
types of shop-houses. But the problemof getting from

buil ding to building without being too exposed to the

el ements nust be tackled. Some foreign cities have tunnels
and subways |inking the buildings. In the tropics that may
not be very confortable. Perhaps covered wal ks or shady
avenues could serve the purpose. Already we have sone of the
nost col ourful and functional bus-stops. Surely sone
brilliant architect fromanong you could think up sonme
brilliant idea, or perhaps ideas. W mnust preserve sone of
the ol d shop-houses to rem nd us of our old character. But
there is nothing to prevent us fromcreating a new character
for Malaysian cities. W are already different. Accentuate
this difference and it will give us character

18. Finally let me say sonething about over-buil ding.
Over-supply is a dangerous thing. W all borrowin order to
invest in buildings o r whatever. Qur expectation is to
repay the | oans through the income derived from our

buil dings. In an over-supply situation the return may not be
enough to repay the | oans. Indeed we may have to provide
nore col laterals or have our |oans recalled if the val ue of
our property falls bel ow the borrowed anmount. To counter
this you may have to lower rents or prices drastically. But
others will do the same. You will still be unable to get the
nmoney to repay the loan. Then you will be in trouble.



Ladi es and CGentl enen,

19. The CGovernnent does not |like to see anyone | ose noney.

It hurts the econony and it hurts the revenues of the
Governnment. It is because of this that we try to limt |oans
for building construction. It is in your interest and you
shoul d support it. It is inportant that the rate of
construction relates to denands.

20. This will nean that architects will have | ess work.

Sonme have invested a great deal of noney in their firns.
They have becone used to prosperity. Sone have left the
CGovernnment service for the nore lucrative private sector.
Now they are going to feel the pinch. The nearest scapegoat
is the Governnent of course. They woul d never think that it
is their own avarice that has contributed to their
difficulties. Had they stayed with the Governnent they coul d
have a steady though smaller incone.

21. The fact is that in business there nust be ups and
downs whatever we may do. We cannot be in control of
everything. There will always be outside influences which
will affect our performance and incone.

22. The thing to do is to always provide for a rainy day
and to tighten our belts when things are not as they should
be. Disregarding recession or expecting it to be over soon
is not the way to handl e bad tines.

23. W are experiencing relatively bad tines in Ml aysia.

It is really not too bad. Gthers are going through worse.
The test of a country's resilience lies in the ability of
the private and public sectors to manage bad tines. Anyone
can nmanage in good times.

Ladi es and CGentl enen,

24. Once again | thank PAMfor inviting ne to this dinner
and for enabling ne to share some of ny thoughts with you.

I am confident that PAMw || continue to work together wth
t he Governnent in achieving our common objectives. And

last, but not least, | would Iike to thank you again for the
honour you have done ne in conferring on ne the 'Keahlian
Kehor mat PAM .

Thank you.
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