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MASA:

Saudar a Zai nuddi n Mai din,

Presi den Kel ab Kebangsaan

Wart awan- Wart awan Ml aysi a;

Pegawai - Pegawai Kel ab Kebangsaan

Wart awan- Wart awan Ml aysi a;

Dif-dif Kehormat;

Tuan-tuan dan Puan- puan sekal i an

Sebagai seorang Mel ayu dan Mal aysi an, sebagai seorang

yang beradat saya nemul akan ucapan saya dengan nengucapkan
ber banyak terima kasi h kepada tuan rumah Majlis Makan Mal am
ini, iaitu Kel ab Kebangsaan \Wartawan-\Wartawan Ml aysi a.
Saya sering dijenmput ke majlis-majlis seperti ini di nmana
saya di kehendaki nenberi ucapan. Sebagai seorang ahl
politik pula saya sepatutnya nmenghargai pel uang berucap
kerana ahli politik mana yang tidak hendak kepada forum
unt uk menpengar uhi rakyat dan nmendapat sokongan

2. Sebaliknya setel ah saya kaji ucapan-ucapan saya yang

di buat dalammajlis-majlis seperti ini, saya dapati bahawa
ucapan- ucapan yang di buat ol eh saya tidak

mengunt ungkan saya. Kerapkali ucapan saya nerupakan
teguran-teguran dan kritikan-kritikan yang tidak begitu
menyenangkan hadirin dan mereka yang nmenj adi sasaran saya,
yang hadir atau yang tidak hadir. Ramai yang berkata bahawa
saya suka |l ecture orang. Kerap pul a | aporan akhbar bermnul a
dengan ' Mahathir raps .......... '

3. Kawan- kawan saya nenasi hat kan saya supaya tidak terlalu
"blunt', tidak "lecture', tidak 'rap’ dan lain-lain |agi

Mer eka nengi ngati saya, bahawa saya adal ah ahli politik dan
ber gant ung kepada popul arity. Saya patut hipokrit sedikit.
Saya patut puji banyak-banyak. Di Ml aysia orang suka tepuk
kal au kita puji mereka. Hanya apabila kita isytiharkan
penberi an sesuatu yang tepukan nenjadi |ebih gemuruh

dari pada puji an.

4. Bila saya dinasi hat, saya nengingati diri saya supaya
nmengi kut nasi hat kawan- kawan. Mal angnya apabil a saya
berucap tabi at saya nendahul ui kebijaksanaan saya, dan saya
sekali lagi mengkritik dan nenegur, dan 'rap' orang itu dan
orang ini

5. Yang saya hairan ial ah kenapa saya nasi h di undang ke
majlis-majlis untuk nenmbuat ucapan. Dalam majlis anjuran
penberita dan akhbar saya tahu kritikan saya tidak



menyenangkan. Saya bi asapun nenulis rencana yang
mengganbar kan i dea saya yang agak kritikal berkenaan dengan
journalism Tetapi saya masi h diundang, sel epas dicap
sebagai hi pokrit yang nanpak nusuh dal am senua bayang. Dan
saya berterima kasi h dan bersyukur kerana l|iberalisnme yang
terdapat di kal angan akhbar -- their big-heartedness which
enables themto invite their erstwhile critic to address

t hem

Ladi es and CGentl enen,

6. Human society can never be free fromfear. It is the
natural state of things. W struggle to get rid of one
source of fear, only to find that we have created a new
source. W will try tolive with this new fear until it
beconmes unbearable. Then slowly we will struggle again to
free ourselves. But when this struggle succeeds, yet

anot her source of fear will energe.

7. Thus the struggl e against feudalistic nonarchy resulted
in 'The Protector’' as Crommel |l called hinself, and ' The

Rei chchancel lor' and 'Il Duce' as Hitler and Mussolini were
officially known. Unofficially they were just dictators who
rul ed through the sane instrunments of fear as the nonarchs
t hey dethroned. For many not hi ng had changed. They stil
have to grapple with this oppressive fear

8. To cut a long story short we invented denocracy so as

to free the people once and for all fromfear of the
Governnment. By maki ng the CGovernnent inpermanent it is

t hought that oppression and fear can be renoved. W did. W
can now criticise the Governnent freely. Indeed we can bring
it down if we want to. But is there no nore fear in society?

9. Perhaps in a denocracy fear from bodily harm has been
nore or less renoved. But there are other fears.

Assassi nati on need not be by knife or bullets only. A person
can be assassinated by defamation. And in a denocratic
society it is so easy to defane and destroy and get away
with it. The target here is limted. It nmust be soneone for
whom a bad i mage can do harm- a public figure for exanple.
And if the public figure depends on popularity, he may just
lose it if defaned. For all practical purposes he will have
been assassi nat ed.

10. | read in Business Tinmes of Friday, 7 March the
headl i ne ' Press need not fear |ibel action' from publishing
details of BMF $2.5 billion |loan, |awers say. The press
need not fear but the subject nmust fear for 'the nechanics
of libel and defamation are such that those bringing the
libel action can be put on the stand and be subjected to
stringent cross-exam nation. The plaintiff may have to
reveal nore danmaging or incrimnating evidence ..........
this itself acts as a strong deterrent for anyone to bring
libel action ....... and safeguards the press ..........
The New Straits Tinmes of Saturday, 8 March in a report says,
"Defamatory statenents made in the interest of the public



are privileged." 'This would hold good even if the

i nformati on contained are false ........... ' How wonderful |y
denocratic and fair. If an innocent man i s defanmed he can k
see redress only if he is prepared for the hints and

i nnuendos and worse that can be nade in the courts. If he
wi shes to avoid infanmy he nust lie |ow and suffer in
silence. He must accept bei ng assassi nated.

11. Denocracy apparently has not banished fear. For the
defanmed and for a |lot of others fear stalks them The
mechani cs are the sane. Wien a person or an institution is
powerful we nmust fear them W are afraid of those who can
cause us disconfort if not bodily harm W know they are
wrong but we don't criticise them because they can hurt us.
In a denocracy the centres of power has shifted and these
new centres are no | ess oppressive than those in a
feudalistic society or a dictatorship.

12. Those who have the tenmerity to speak the truth will

feel the full force of the displeasure they cause. | would
like not to cause displeasure to the influential and the
powerful but | amcongenitally incapable of doing that. |
am easily provoked and it will be the political death of ne
yet unl ess of course people cease inviting me to speak. But
I know ny hosts tonight are different.

13. | have lived in Malaysia all ny life, except for the
visits abroad which are so interesting to sone people.

Mal aysi ans are quite unique. We are nasochi sts who enj oy
excoriating ourselves. We can see nothing right about our
country but the nost mnute wong is plainly visible to our
naked eye as the Mal ay saying goes, 'fromacross the river'.
And so we read daily that this or that economic or politica
crisis is about to destroy us. W noan loudly and frighten
off foreigners fromvisiting or investing in our country.

14. The fact that we are still around and that we have not
di sintegrated di sappoints us - because our predictions are
wrong. W go on to report another crisis. W do not seem
to realise that what we think is a unique occurrence in

Mal aysia is really a conmon event in other countries. They
do not get unduly excited. Life goes on. Everybody's stil
around and the event is soon forgotten. G owth and progress
t akes pl ace as usual

15. In the history of a nation many things happen. They

are all passing events. The passage woul d be nmade easier if
we | earn how to handl e these things. This mad scranble for
the sensational, this desire to pander to the basest of
instincts, is not the way to handle things. Certainly it is
not the way to help your own country.

16. Perhaps our country does not deserve our help. | beg

to differ. I think it does. None of us will gain by

runni ng down our own country and making our dire predictions
cone true. The truth is that other countries are worse,

i ncludi ng the devel oped countries. | amglad that sonme



newspapers now do publish about poverty in Europe and
America. But what has been witten is the tip of the

i ceberg. Actually sone of these countries are rotten to the
core when it cones to the very things they are so fond of
criticising devel opi ng countries about. Extensive poverty
in the mdst of plenty is just one of them Racial and
colour discrimnation is blatant. Crinme is ranpant. The
streets and parks are wild jungles. AOd | adies get coshed
and drunks rolled. The prisons are not only overcrowded
but all kinds of crines are coomitted there, frequently
wi th the connivance of prison authorities.

17. Filth abound in the cities. The streets are badly
paved. The cl eaners don't clean. Staff everywhere is rude
and unhel pful unless bribed with tips. These and many nore
are comon to the devel oped countries. But they don't wite
as often about these shameful things as we do about our

fail ures.

18. Distaste for a person or a group should not make us

take it out of our own country. However, we are a free
people. If anyone wi shes to denigrate his own country, it is
his right. I amglad that Ml aysian journalists, by and
|arge, are free fromthese traits.

Tuan-tuan dan Puan- puan,

19. Senenj ak beberapa tahun yang | anpau Ker aj aan tel ah cuba
menbawa perubahan dal am pent adbi ran negara dan pendekat an
yang di guna. Ini dibuat kerana kepercayaan bahawa rakyat

i ngi n kepada perubahan. Kita hendak supaya rakyat |ebih
maj u, | ebih bebas dan | ebih dihormati. Tidak ada gunanya
kita marah kepada orang asing kerana nmenandang rendah kepada
kita, kerana tidak tahu di mana Mal aysi a, kerana nenganggap
kita kol ot. Tidak ada gunanya kita nel arang nereka dari pada
ber si kap dem ki an.

20. Jika kita mahu di hormati, dikenali dan di sanjung tingg
kita perlu menpunyai sifat-sifat yang bol eh di hormati, yang
menari k perhatian dan yang nenbawa kej ayaan. Sebab itul ah
Ker aj aan cuba nenbent uk pent adbi ran yang | ebi h cekap, |ebih
bersi h, | ebih beramanah. Sebab itul ah kita mencipta
pendi ri an yang bebas dan sanggup nenuntut hak kita di
nmerata-rata dunia. Sebab itulah kita cuba nmenjadi kan negara
kita negara industri dan bukan senmata-nmata sebagai negara
pengel uar bahan mentah untuk negara nmaju

21. Mal angnya apabi |l a perubahan di buat ada di antara kita
yang cuma nencari kesal ahan. Bersi h, cekap dan amanah
kononya tidak bermakna kerana kepi npi nan negara ini tidak
bersi h, tidak cekap dan tidak beramanah. Ti dak ada bukti
anggapan ini benar, tetapi tidak nengapa. Bukti bol eh
dicipta. Proses industrialisasi tidak betul! Kenapa
industri berat? Kita tidak manmpu, kita tidak ada teknol ogi

22. Kenapa cuba nenent ang kuasa yang | ebi h kuat dari pada
ki ta? Bukankah | ebi h sel amat kal au kita tunduk sahaja?



Kenapa tiru Jepun. Kita tidak mahu jadi Jepun. Tiru orang
puti h tidak nengapa - kerana memang orang putih |ebih
superior daripada kita. Orang putih celop tidak apa, jangan
Jepun cel op.

23. Dan kenmpen pun dij al ankan ol eh gol ongan- gol ongan
tertentu ini untuk nenggagal kan perubahan. Dengan itu maka
mat | amat kita terganggu. Maka mungki n nenj adi benarl ah
ramal an pengkritik ini bahawa rancangan kerajaan tidak bol eh
berjaya. Kepada mnereka, Mal aysia adal ah | adang desa dan

| onbong duni a, tidak |ebih daripada itu. Dunia

ber cucuk-tanam di sini untuk bekal an Western civilisation
Bagi orang-orang ini, janganlah Ml aysi a angan-angan nenj adi
| ebi h dari pada | adang dan | onbong duni a.

24. Sedi h sekali. Apabila sesuatu bangsa tidak menpunyai
keper cayaan kepada diri sendiri, nmaka sudah tentu bangsa itu
akan kekal dal am kehi naan. Nanpaknya inilah yang sedang

di usahakan ol eh set engah-setengah orang di Ml aysi a. Usaha
Ker aj aan unt uk nenj adi kan negara dan bangsa Ml aysia | ebih
mul i a di hal ang ol eh orang-orang yang berpengaruh ini di

Mal aysi a sendiri. Sayang sekali. Tetapi jangan tegur dan

j angan syarah nereka. Hanya orang asing sahaja yang bol eh
syarah kepada kita. Apabila sesuatu bangsa dil anda dengan
inferiority conplex, inilah yang akan terj adi.

25. Dal am hal ini apakah akhbar-akhbar kita beran
menentang aliran ini? Akhbar mahu popul ariti dan tidak
sanggup, seperti kata Mat Salleh, 'buck the trend . Nanti
di kat a nenganpu Keraj aan dan lain-lain |agi

26. Saya kagum kerana buat kali pertama akhbar beran
menganal i sa kepi nmpi nan Enci k LimKit Siang. Saya harap ada
| agi yang berani seperti ini.

27. Kerajaan tidak suka dianpu. Tetapi yang benar, katal ah
benar. Yang di anggap hero, mungki n juga sal ah. Katakan dan
sebut kan. Don't create a public opinion and then fear this
creature of your own creation

Tuan-tuan dan Puan- puan,

28. Ji ka ucapan saya tidak nenyenangkan, saya nem nta naaf,
zahir dan batin.

29. Sekarang saya ingin beralih kepada bahagi an yang | ebih
menyenangkan. Saya mengucapkan tahni ah kepada Nati ona
Press Cub -- yang tentul ah nasi onal bukan sahaja dari seg
i putan geography tetapi kerana bersifat dan bersikap

nasi onal

30. Dengan adanya National Press Cub yang aktif maka
mungki n per hubungan antara Press dengan pi hak-pi hak lain

| ebi h mudah di atur. Kerajaan dan pel awat - pel anat ke

Mal aysi a yang i ngi n ber hubung dengan Press dan dengan rakyat
Mal aysi a tentul ah dapat menggunakan sal uran Press C ub ini.
Begi tu juga wartawan-wartawan asi ng bol eh menggunakan



kenmudahan National Press O ub untuk nendapat kan makl umat dan
sal uran kepada pi hak-pi hak tertentu.

31. Untuk menudahkan kerja Kel ab ini dan nmengadakan tenpat
untuk ahli-ahli berhinmpun dan bertukar-tukar fikiran
mengenai 'the latest hot news yang tidak bol eh dicetak'.
Ker aj aan akan nenbekal kan sebuah bangunan yang di harap
sesuai untuk kegunaan NPC.

32. Bangunan yang di naksudkan terl etak di sebel ah pej abat
| ama MMC di Jal an Tangsi, off Jalan Parlinen. Bangunan i ni
ti dakl ah begitu indah tetapi bol ehl ah di ubah-suai kan ol eh
Kel ab supaya sesuai dengan keperl uan

33. Akhir sekali ingin saya sekali |agi nengucapkan terinma
kasi h kepada National Press O ub kerana sudi menjenput saya
ke Majlis malamini. Mengi kut program sel epas ucapan saya
akan menj awab soal an. Untuk menjimatkan nmasa saya akan
terus berdiri di sini dan soal an bol ehl ah di buat sekar ang.
Teri ma kasi h.
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