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MASA:

Yang Berhormat Datuk S. Sany Vel l u,

Penger usi Jawat ankuasa Penganj ur;

Dif-Di f Kehormat;

Para Peserta dan para hadirin sekalian

Saya mengucapkan sel amat dat ang kepada para peserta

sekal i an ke Persi dangan- Sem nar Ant ar abangsa Mengena
Pengajian Tam | ini. Saya percaya berbagai perkara akan
dapat di bi ncangkan di Persi dangan i ni dan saya berharap

Per si dangan i ni akan dapat nenyunbangkan ke arah peni ngkat an
il mah dan juga persefahaman. Saya juga berharap tuan-tuan
dan puan- puan akan cuba nel apangkan masa untuk mnelihat bukan
sahaj a Kual a Lunmpur, tetapi jikalau bol eh kawasan- kawasan
seki tarnya. Dengan berbuat dem ki an saudar a- saudari akan
dapat nengal am dan nemaham sedi kit nmengenai negara

Mal aysia ini.

2. Persidangan pertama nmengenai Pengajian

Tam | ini tel ah di adakan di Kual a Lunpur pada tahun 1966,
iaitu 21 tahun yang | alu. Sekarang sekali |agi Kuala Lunpur
telah dipilih nenjadi tuan rumah kepada Persi dangan ini
Dengan adanya Persidangan ini di Kuala Lunpur, ini jelas
menbukti kan bahawa Ker aj aan Mal aysi a menbenar kan penggunaan
dan pengajian | ain-lain bahasa, selain daripada Bahasa

Mal aysi a yang nenj adi bahasa rasm di negara ini.

Ladi es and gentl enen,

3. The Tam | |anguage with its long history has been al so
acknow edged by schol ars as one of the nost nel odi ous

| anguages of the world. There can be no doubt that

such a quality has been attained by the Tam | | anguage

t hrough the I ong period of its devel opment and cul tivation
by many generations of scholars, poets,teachers and students
since ancient tines. Indeed, the idea of holding regular
nmeetings of scholars for the purpose of attaining higher
standards in the use of |anguage and in the building up of a
good literary heritage is not newto the Tam | tradition

for such an idea has been the basis of the academc
activities of the Sangam or the Acadeny, of |earned Taml
poet s.

4. At present the Tam | |anguage is being used not only in
the state of Tam | Nadu in India, but also by Tam|l
mnorities in several other parts of the world such as
East and South Africa, Burma, Fiji, Indonesia, Sri Lanka,



Trini dad and Mal aysi a.

5. | understand that the ol dest surviving instrunents of
the Tam | |anguage bel ong probably to the third century
B.C., though such literary works were no doubt preceded by
several centuries of literary devel opnent. |ndeed, Tamil
l[iterature shares antiquity with the other ancient and
classical literatures of the world and at the sanme tine it
continues to flourish as a vigorous nmedi um of speech and
witing in our own tines. This is sonething that cannot be
said of sonme of the other ancient |anguages.

6. The earliest known evidence of the existence of Tamls

as a people with a distinct culture cones fromthe renmains
of the pre-historic sites in the Indian subcontinent. A
significant feature of Tam| culture is that several of
these el enents would seemto have attracted the attention

of people in other parts of the world in the course of early
and regular maritime contacts which the Tam s have had with
them The Tami|ls as merchants, craftsnen, priests and

schol ars have played an inportant role in the devel opnent of
great civilizations in India as well as in other parts of
the world including Sout heast Asi a.

7. The field of Tam | studies is indeed a | arge one

i nvol vi ng various disciplines such as |inguistics,
literature, history, archaeol ogy, anthropol ogy, sociol ogy
and science. This Conference, | amtold, will present and

di scuss a wide range of subjects and topics. This includes a
section on science and techol ogy where several papers on the
use of Tami | |anguage in conputers and word processors wll
be discussed. This is clearly indicative of the expansion of
Tam | ol ogy to include new horizons in keeping with nodern
needs.

Ladi es and CGentl enen,

8. Tam | ol ogi es ought not to be nerely satisfied with
pointing out the relics of the past. There is no doubt that
t he archaeol ogi sts or the historians of society, |anguage,
literature, religion, and arts are the discoverers and

i nvestigators of the past. But they need not be nere
recorders of the past; indeed they ought also to be the
interpreters of its relevance to the present and the
assessors of the achi evenents through the ages.

9. This scholarly interpretations should represent the

voi ces of human progress and human vision, which afford

an inportant corrective to the superficial instant judgnments
which is the fashion now Such interpretations of pernmanent
age-ol d val ues of human nores, ethics and phil osophy woul d
serve not only as a guide for the future, but also as a

bul war k agai nst the dangers of depersonalization of

humani ty.

Ladi es and CGentl enen,



10. Finally, I would Iike to express nmy hope that all the
partici pants and guests of the Conference would have a
confortabl e and enjoyable stay in Malaysia and that the
partici pants woul d have a successful deliberation

11. I now have nuch pleasure to declare the Sixth
I nternational Conference-Sem nar of Tam| Studies officially
open.
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