UCAPAN OLEH. DATO SERI DR MAHATH R BI N MOHAMAD
( PERDANA MENTER! )

UPACARA: UPACARA PERASM AN KI LANG SYARI KAT BAXTER HEALTHCARE
TEMPAT: BAYAN LEPAS, PULAU Pl NANG
TARI KH: 24 NMAY 1988

MASA:

Yang Amat Berhormat Dr. Lim Chong Eu,

Ketua Menteri Pul au Pi nang;

Yang Berhornmat Menteri-Menteri;

Yang Ber hor mat - Yang Ber hor mat ;

Yang Ber bahagi a Enci k Jeffery Roski

Presi den Kemaj uan Perni agaan

Baxt er Heal t hcare;

Yang Ber bahagi a Enci k D. M chael Dei gnan

Nai b Pr esi den/ Pengurus Besar

Syari kat Baxter;

Dif-Di f Kehormat;

Tuan-tuan dan puan- puan sekal i an

Saya mengucapkan terima kasi h kepada Lenbaga Pengar ah
Syari kat Baxter Healthcare kerana menj enput saya nerasm kan
kil ang syarikat ini. Terbinanya kil ang ini nmenandakan
sel angkah | agi ke arah kemmj uan kita dal am peri ndustrian
yang nenggunakan sunber-sunber tenpatan

Tuan-tuan dan puan- puan,

2. Sal ah satu pendekatan perindustrian kita ialah

menggal akkan i ndustri-industri yang nenggunakan sumnber
tenpat an, terutanma bahan-bahan utama negara seperti getah

m nyak sawit, kayu tropika, koko dan bijih timah. Strategi

i ni bermakna kita nenggal akkan peni ngkatan nilai atau

val ue- added kepada bahan-bahan utanma kita sebel um di eksport.
Kal au dua-ti ga dekad dahul u eksport kita adal ah dal am bent uk
bahan- bahan nentah sahaja, hari ini semakin banyak

bahan- bahan nentah kel uaran utama kita yang tel ah di proses
kepada barangan separ a- pengguna dan barangan pengguna.
Dengan ini, kita bukan sahaja nmeni nggi kan pendapatan kita
tetapi ramai daripada rakyat kita dapat nenunpang dengan
bekerja dal am kil ang- ki | ang penerosesan ini. Wl au

bagai manapun masi h banyak | agi bahan-bahan nentah negara
kita yang di eksport tanpa diproses. Aeh itu, para usahawan
dan penodal hendakl ah nengkaji kenungki nan industri-industri
pener osesan yang sesuai di adakan di negara ini. Jika

kita tidak menpunyai teknologi, orang asing harus di pel ana
sebagai rakan usahasama atau pemlik perusahaan-perusahaan
ini.

3. Sehubungan dengan ini, saya mengucapkan tahni ah kepada
Syari kat Baxter yang tel ah nmenbi na kil ang unt uk nmengel uar kan
bar angan yang nenggunakan getah asli kita. Kilang ini juga



dapat nenyedi akan banyak pel uang pekerj aan kepada rakyat
negara kita, yang mana ini sudah nenjadi tujuan utama dasar
ekonom negara. Kita perlu bahagi kan ni kmat pertunbuhan
ekonom kepada senua rakyat Ml aysi a.

Tuan-tuan dan puan- puan,

4. Upacara hari ini dihadiri oleh ramai para eksekutif
Syarikat ini dari luar negeri. Oeh itu izinkan saya
berucap juga dal am Bahasa | nggeris.

Ladi es and CGentl enen

5. 1 would like to take this opportunity to congratul ate
Baxter Healthcare Inc. for the initiative they have taken in
expandi ng their manufacturing facilities in Ml aysia.

woul d I'ike to assure you, and other investors, that the

Mal aysi an Government will do its utnost to ensure that the
econom ¢ environnment of this country continues to be such
that you will continue to be able to nmanufacture, expand
and to be profitable. The mllions of Ringgit that the
Government is spending on infrastructure, the continuous

i nprovenent of government machinery to ensure speedy
approvals and facilitate inplenentation of projects, are

all intended to maintain an investnment climate in Ml aysia
that is second to none. | give you ny assurance that we wll
continue to ensure that Ml aysia offers one of the

nost viable environments for offshore manufacturing
operations.

6. | amsure all of you are aware that Ml aysia of late
has been receiving a considerabl e anount of negative
publicity in the international nedia. The comnments range
fromallegations that denocracy is being threatened in

Mal aysi a to denouncenents of Mal aysi ans as barbarians. W
are hel pless to defend ourselves as those controlling the
international nedia carry out a very effective censorship
whi ch denies us the right to give our side of the story.
However, conpani es such as Baxter Heal thcare whi ch have not
only one operation in this country, but have set up their
second and third facilities and which have invested al nost
U S $100 million in Ml aysia, enploying nore than 3000

wor kers and are still expandi ng, should be sufficient proof
to those who | ook towards Ml aysia for new investnents,
that all these comments in the nedia are just

so much lies borne of envy at the ability of this country to
prosper and to recover under its own steam W are not
enbittered by these crude attacks and we will continue to
wel cone foreigners as investors or as tourists.

7. 1 hope that conpanies such as yours and other foreign
manuf acturers in Malaysia will help us disseninate correct
i nformati on about this country and the opportunities it
offers to foreign investors, that is Malaysia is safe and
stable and is emnently suited as a profit centre for al
ki nds of manufacturing activities.



Ladi es and CGentl enen,

8. Malaysia, as you are well aware, is the world' s |argest
exporter of several primary conmmodities. However, of late,
we have been experiencing a phenonenon that is not often
experienced in devel oping countries. The last tine we had
experienced this was in the early 1970's when a wave of
investnments in the electronics industries hit our shores.
Anerican industrialists were in the forefront of this first
wave. Today, there are 17 factories belonging to the
American El ectronics Industry Goup with investnents
exceeding $1.5 billion Ringgit. It is significant that the
i ndustry has projected an annual investnent of over $300
mllion Ringgit over the next 5 years. Thus, it can be
expected that by 1993, the total investnment by Anerican

el ectroni c conmpanies alone in Malaysia will be in excess of
3 billion Ringgit. W are happy at this prospect but we
realise that the state of the world' s econony will determne
actual investments. W will be busy encouragi ng ot her

i nvestnments as wel|.

9. Today we are experiencing another wave in the form of
projects for the manufacture of household, industrial

exam nation and surgical gloves. To-date, the Government
has approved 149 projects for the manufacture of various
types of gloves, 28 of which are already in production with
an approved total capacity of 825 mllion pairs of gloves.
The trend continues and nore than 100 new appli cati ons

are now bei ng considered by the Governnent.

10. At one tinme, it was thought that the tyre industry in
Mal aysi a woul d be the |argest consumer of rubber. However,
today | atex goods manufacturers have far exceeded the tyre
manuf acturers in Ml aysia as the single |argest consuner of
rubber.

11. Malaysia currently produces nore than 34% of the

worl d's natural rubber. There is an abundant supply of
rubber in Mal aysia and any fears that Ml aysia is about to
run short of rubber is totally unfounded. The Governnent
will refrain frominterfering but rubber producers nust
renenber how hi gh prices and shortages led to synthetic
rubber. Do not be too sure there will be no substitute for
natural | atex.

12. Today in Ml aysia, we have not as yet fully expanded
the potential for rubber products manufacturing. | say this
in the context of the performance of other Asian non-rubber
produci ng countries. South Korea, for exanple, in the first
11 months of 1987 has consuned approxi mately 375,000 tons of
rubber and Taiwan in the first 10 nonths of 1987 consuned
nore than 97,000 tons of rubber. Ml aysia, the world's

| argest producer of rubber on the other hand, consuned

only 87,600 tons of rubber for the whole of 1987.

13. To increase | ocal rubber products for export the
Government has provided a nunber of incentives. However,



these incentives will cone to nought if raw nmaterial cost
beconmes prohibitive. Manufacturing activities and exports
will earn us nore if apart from Government incentives
producers can do their bit. Once we have really big
rubber - based i ndustries, our products will becone cheaper
and we will be able to overcone the problens of exporting
bul ky finished rubber products. In the neantinme, we should
be nore prudent and not allow greed to overcone the w sdom
of long term strategies.

Ladi es and CGentl enen,

14. More than a hundred years ago there was not a single
rubber tree in Ml aysia. The rubber plant originated from
Brazil. Today Malaysia is the world' s |argest producer of
rubber. More than fifty years ago, there was not a single
oil palmtree in this country. Then a few plants were

i mported fromAfrica for ornamental purposes. Today

Mal aysia is the world's |argest exporter of palmoil. In
1970, there was not a single 100% export oriented

manuf acturing operation in this country. Today Malaysia is
anongst the world | eaders in the export of electronic

sem - conductors, room air-conditioners, rubber gloves,

cat heters and sw nm ng caps.

15. W are not yet a Newy Industrialising Country. Indeed,
we are far behind them But that does not discourage us. W
are going to strive to better the living standards of

Mal aysians in every walk of life. The Governnent will be
pragmatic. |If policy changes or different approaches are
needed, we will always be prepared to consider them | ndeed,
we have liberalised our attitudes towards foreign

i nvestnments considerably. Still our |iberalismnmnust be
tenpered by our need to ensure that every community has a
fairs take in the econony. Rapid economc growh will becone
meani ngless if it destabilizes the country.

Tuan-tuan dan puan- puan,

16. Ekonom negara yang | enbab sebel umini aki bat

kenel eset an ekonom duni a sekarang tel ah nula pulih. Bank
Negar a neramal kan ekonomi negara akan berkenbang sebanyak
4. 7% tahun ini. Satu institusi ahli-ahli ekonom neranmal kan
pertunbuhan yang nel ebi hi 5% Pertunbuhan ini akan kita
capai sekiranya tidak terdapat usaha-usaha yang negatif,
yang nenger uhkan suasana dan i klimpolitik negara.

17. Kerajaan tel ah nmenganbil berbagai | angkah unt uk
menul i hkan senmul a ekonomi negara. Tetapi Kerajaan dengan
sendirinya tidak mungkin berjaya. Setiap warganegara

Mal aysi a menmpunyai tanggungj awab dal am penul i han

ekonom negara. Janganl ah kerana irihati politik, kita

t ergamak nenburukkan inej negara kita di |uar negeri

sehi ngga nenakut kan para pel abur dan para pel ancong asi ng.
Per buat an i ni akan nenj ej askan penuli han dan pertunbuhan
ekonom yang mana i a akan menyebabkan pekerja dan si swazah
ki ta nenganggur. Dem ki an juga usaha yang sengaj a untuk



menberi ganbaran bahawa i klimpolitik negara tidak stabil
Ini juga menberi kesan yang buruk terhadap perkenbangan
ekonomi .

18. Jika kita mahu kemaj uan, kita harus sanggup berkor ban
sedi kit dahulu. Kita harus ketepi kan kepentingan diri

I nsya- Al | ah dengan nenol ong negara sendiri mnenjadi |ebih
menari k dan | ebi h produktif, akhirnya kita sermua akan
mendapat ganj aran dengan peni ngkatan taraf hidup kita. O eh
itu, bersabarlah. Kita akan nendapat bal asan yang bai k
kerudi an.

19. Saya sudahi dengan nengucapkan berbanyak terima kasih
kepada pengurusan Syari kat Baxter kerana nenberi pel uang
kepada saya berucap pada pagi ini. Dengan ini, saya dengan
sukaci t anya nmenbuka kil ang Syari kat Baxter Heal thcare ini
dengan rasni nya
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