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MASA:

Ter| ebi h dahul u saya bersyukur kepada All ah

Subhanahu Wa Ta' al a kerana dengan |i npah kurnianya kita
dapat bertermu di Majlis yang mulia ini, iaitu Majlis
Pel ancaran Universiti Terbuka Ml aysi a.

2. Saya berasa amat sukacita dapat berucap kepada tuan-
tuan dan puan-puan pada majlis yang bermakna, senpena
pel ancaran Universiti Terbuka Ml aysi a.

3. Semmsa Mal aysi a nencapai kenerdekaan, rakyat

Mal aysi a mewari si pesaka ekonom dan kebudayaan yang
ber| andaskan sunber asli pertanian, dan industri
berintensif buruh. Wl aubagai manapun, dal am tenpoh 45
tahun kita nerdeka kita tel ah berjaya nengubah struktur
ekonom Mal aysi a kepada ekonom berasaskan industri dan
penbuat an. Kemaj uan ini tergendal a sedi kit aki bat
krisis kewangan 1997. Wal aupun kita tel ah berjaya
menangani nmasal ah itu, tetapi kita tel ah nerasa
keperitan. Masa depan tidak nenjam n keperitan in

ti dak akan neninpa kita sekali |agi

4. Narmun, Ml aysi a akan terus nerancang untuk

memaj ukan sosi o- ekonom nya dengan nenberi tunpuan
menyedi akan ket ahanan rakyat nya dengan nenguasai segal a
ilmu el al ui didikan formal dan informnal

5. Sejak nerdeka kita banyak mnel abur dal am pendi di kan
Dal am kesenua Rancangan 5 tahun Ml aysi a, pendi di kan
nmenel an bel anja yang amat besar. Dal amtenpoh yang baru
berlalu kita tel ah nenstrukturkan senul a sektor
pendi di kan mnel al ui perundangan, meni ngkat kan dana unt uk
pi nj aman dan bi asi swa dan nenubuhkan universiti awam dan
swast a unt uk nmenanbah pel uang bagi anak-anak kita
menper ol ehi pendi di kan universiti. Ini adal ah kerana
kita sentiasa nmenpercayai bahawa penguasaan il nu nelalu
pendi di kan akan menol ong nmenai kkan taraf hi dup dan
mengi nbangkannya antara kaum Justeru itu bagi generasi
yang akan datang - di dal am era k-ekonom (know edge
econorny) - peranan dan sunbangan institusi pengajian
tinggi iaitu universiti amatlah penting.

6. Today we are already in the know edge based -
econony. Industrial production is shifting steadily
from | abour-intensive to know edge-i ntensive. A
radi cally new system for creating wealth has evol ved



t hrough the devel opnent and application of new
know edge.

7. In a very real sense, nations have to enter a new
age - an age of know edge - in which the key strategic
resource necessary for prosperity has become know edge
itself, through educated and know edgeabl e peopl e and
their ideas. Unlike natural resources, such as tin and
rubber, which had driven earlier economc
transformati ons in Ml aysia, know edge is inexhaustible.
The nore it is used, the nore it will multiply and
expand. But know edge is available only to those who are
trained to absorb and apply it. Hence the need for
institutions to train people to absorb and to apply
know edge neani ngfully and productively. There can

never be a surfeit of institutions of |earning at al

| evels. Certainly at the higher |levels the need woul d
be ever greater. New ways of neeting this need must be
found conti nuously.

8. The devel opnent of communication technol ogy has
thrown up new i deas on how to spread knowl edge to the

bi ggest nunber of people. It used to be that the

student had to sit at the feet of his teacher to |earn
Then there were classes and lecture halls and TV sets in
order for the teacher to be heard and seen by ever
greater number of students. But today the reach of the
teacher is truly Iimtless. Through television
broadcasts, through educational software, through DVD,

| essons can not only be reached by students thousands of
m | es away, but video conferencing enables the teacher
to interact directly with the students literally
anywhere in the world.

9. The conpact disc and the conputer can actually be
owned and operated by students for self-study. It is
possible to actually see the teacher, hear himteach
ask himquestions and get the answers and go through the
| essons as many tines as needed. \Whol e cl asses can

gai n access to these lessons and to interact with the
teacher, guided by a facilitator, w thout the teacher
being actually present. Pictures, cartoons, video clips
could all be used to enable the | essons to be better
understood. Tests can be carried out and the score
determned. W are indeed living in an age when

know edge, unlimted know edge, and | earning can be
acqui red by anyone, anywhere at a fraction of the cost
charged in the past. Al these create greater access to
education at the highest levels and in turn this ease of
access to education creates greater demands. Wile
before the university educated nade up a privil eged few,
now the majority of the popul ation even in a devel opi ng
country can be made up of the university educated. A
know edge society can now be created by practically any
country, a society able to cope with the know edge based
econony.



10. Wth the launch of this open university, Malaysia
is taking the opportunity offered by the new

conmuni cati on technol ogy to nmake university education
available to the people. It will take tinme of course
for all the people to gain access to this high | evel of
education but it will not take too |ong.

11. The concept of the open university is not new.

Di stance | earning had been nmade avail able in many

devel oped countries several decades now. In Ml aysia we
had i ntroduced off-canmpus courses quite successfully.
But today we are set to see off- canpus distance
learning really take off. The interaction between the

of f - canpus students and their teachers at the
universities or even at purely non-canmpus university
status teaching institutions is entirely possible.

Again this is not new as many peopl e had gai ned good
trai ni ng and education through correspondence courses by
non-uni versity educational enterprises based largely in
the United Kingdom even before World War 11. The only
thing that needs to be done nowis to avail ourselves of
the excellent nulti-media comunication system which our
country is well-equi pped with.

12. The danger lies in the unscrupul ous offering
education which are of |ow standards and even nerely
selling certificates, diplomas and degrees w thout

bot hering to conduct courses and to assess the | evel of
know edge acquired. This unscrupul ous people will bring
di srepute to distance | earning and even to the country.
A certain degree of conpetence nust be determ ned for

all educational institutions and obviously there nmust be
adequat e supervi si on.

13. The CGovernnent has set up a board of accreditation
Lenbaga Akreditasi Nasional, to oversee the private
education industry and to ensure that they achieve a
standard that is consistent and proper for the |evel of
qualification that they offer. The LAN is necessary
even though sone of the genuine and conpet ent
institutions may be irked by its interfering in the
running of their institutions, the qualifications

of fered and the quality of teachers and anenities that
they have. In the end it is for the good of the genuine
institutions that LAN ensures standards are maintained
for they will be freed of the bad reputation brought
about by the fly-by-night operators and their
conpetition for students. The Governnment cannot and
will not allow private educational institution to be
absolutely free of Governnent supervision. It may be
necessary at a later stage to charge for the
certificates accorded the genuine institutions.

14. The education industry in Ml aysia is boom ng
VWere before the Governnment nonopolised tertiary
education, today the private sector is allowed to own
and operate educational institutions up to university



| evel . There are now nore than 600 private educationa
institutions giving courses and training at all levels.
Sonme are very small while others are full-fl edged

uni versities.

15. Mal aysia aspires to be a centre of excellence for
education. W want to be able to provide for all the
educati onal needs of our people. In addition we want to
be able to of fer good education to foreign students.
VWile Malaysia is not the cheapest place, we are nore
conpetitive than nmany of the countries we send our
students to for further education. W should exploit
this conpetitiveness in order to grow our education

i ndustry, an industry that is regarded as a service

i ndustry which can contribute towards the growh of our
economny. Merely by reducing the nunber of our students
goi ng abroad, we can already reduce the outfl ow of
forei gn exchange and bol ster our reserves. The
Governnment is therefore encouragi ng the education

i ndustry not nerely to provide education at the highest
| evel for Malaysians but also to contribute to the

nati on's econom c wel |l being.

16. The stress in education has also shifted in keeping
with the direction of the country's econom c and

i ndustrial policy. This shift is also seen in nost
other countries. W are therefore focusing on science,
technol ogy and mat hematics, the basis of today's

i ndustry and econoni c devel opnent.

17. In order to extend the teaching of these subjects
to off-canpus students, a field that requires attention
is the devel opnent of educational software. In the past
and even now books and journals help to make know edge
avail abl e to a bigger nunmber of students. Today

conput er educational software will do the job even
better and nore effectively. It is inperative that
universities contribute to the teaching and devel opnent
of software programming skills. There is no doubt that
the country with the greatest nunber of software witers
and engineers will help in the spread of know edge.
Today software engi neers are anong the nost enpl oyable
and highly paid people. In distance |earning, software
will play a crucial and ever nore effective role.

Uni versities cannot neglect this discipline if they want
to be recogni sed as prem er universities.

18. Wth the need for nore people to acquire know edge,
part tine education beconmes very inportant. People will
have to study and work at the same tinme in order to
support thensel ves. The conventional universities wll
not be able to cater for this category of people. But
open universities can easily acconodate the irregular
time that part tinme students need. Courses can be
tailored so that students can work with flexi tine. Any
conbi nation of full-tine studies with part time courses
can be arranged. This way workers need not be wi thout



the opportunity to get better education and
qualification while they work.

19. Cearly there is a big role for off-canmpus distant
learning institutions. It will probably becone bigger
t han on-canpus university education. It will help
produce the knowl edge workers so essential for our IT
and know edge-based industries. It will nake our
country proficient and capable of conmpeting in a world
that is being propelled by know edge through the new
conmuni cati on technol ogi es.

20. | have been follow ng the devel opnments of the Open
University Malaysia (OUM since its registration |ast
year. | amindeed pleased to note that OUM is

responding to our society's needs. The university's
phi | osophy of using Open and Di stance | earni ng any
pl ace, any tinme, provides opportunities for a |arge
cross section of the Mal aysian society especially for
t he wor ki ng popul ace. The use of bl ended pedagogy;
printed nmodules, multinmedia in the formof CD ROW,
audi o, video makes it not only interesting and
attractive but effective for the [ earner. Al though
Di stant and Open, O U M, | understand, has not
conprom sed on the quality of education. The best
subj ect matter experts have been sourced froml oca
varsities, industry and professionals and | earning
mat eri al s have been thoroughly vetted by externa
experts.

21. It is heartening to note that Ml aysi ans have
responded enthusiastically to OU M and its product

of ferings, so nuch so that in |ess than a year the

uni versity has a student enrol ment of over 7,000 in nore
than 15 different study programmes. This mnmust be a
record of sorts for a university in Ml aysia. Let ne
take this opportunity to congratul ate the staff for
doi ng a good j ob.

22. Cearly, higher education will flourish in the
decades ahead. In a know edge-intensive society, the
need for advanced education will beconme ever nore
pressing, both for individuals and society. Yet, it also
is likely that the university, as it stands today w ||l
change in profound ways to serve a changing world. The
real question is not whether higher education will be
transfornmed, but rather how and by whom If the
university is capable of transformng itself to respond
to the needs of a culture of learning, then what is
currently perceived as the chall enge of change may
becorme the opportunity for a renai ssance in higher
education in the years ahead.

23. Universiti Terbuka Ml aysi a adal ah sebuah

uni versiti yang agak uni k. Wl aupun sebuah universiti
swasta tetapi pemliknya ialah 11 | PTA. Dengan kata lain
“Qpen University Ml aysia' akan beroperasi sebagai satu



“private enterprise' tetapi dengan tanggungjawab sosi al
yang tinggi. Justeru itu saya juga berharap 11 I PTA yang
terlibat akan nenberi sokongan penuh kepada " Open

Uni versity Mal aysia' dem nenjayakan program
penbel aj aran sepanj ang hayat yang sangat penting
terutama untuk Mal aysi a nenbent uk satu masyar akat yang
bel aj ar sepanjang hayat. Di nasa-nmasa yang akan dat ang
daya persai ngan negara akan bergantung kepada il nu dan
kemahi ran yang ada pada rakyatnya. O eh yang dem ki an
“Qpen University Ml aysia' nenmpunyai satu tanggungj anwab
yang penting. Saya sungguh berharap ~Open University
Mal aysi @' akan sentiasa peka kepada keperluan il mu
penget ahuan dan kemahi ran yang harus di sanpai kan kepada
pel aj ar - pel aj ar nya.

24. Dengan itu, saya dengan sukacita nerasm kan
Universiti Terbuka Ml aysia atau ~Open University
Mal aysi a' .



	MAJLIS PELANCARAN UNIVERSITI TERBUKA MALAYSIA (26/08/2002)

