SPEECH BY YANG AMAT BERBAHAG A
DATO SERI DATI N PADUKA
DR SITI HASMAH BTE HJ. MOHD. ALI
AT THE ASEAN LADI ES' GATHERI NG
AT | NTAN, PETALI NG JAYA
ON THURSDAY, 12TH. APRIL, 1984
3.30 P.M
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Di stingui shed Guests and Ladi es,

| wish to congratulate the ASEAN Ladies Circle, Kuala
Lumpur, for their efforts in organising this gathering and
for the invitation extended to me to join them at tea this
af t er noon.

2. May | also take this opportunity to welconme into the
Crcle our sisters from the Hgh Commssion of Brunei
Darussalam which has now joined the ASEAN fold. | am

certain that their presence in the Grcle would further
contribute to the activities and objectives of the Circle.

3. Thi s gat heri ng, constitutes anot her signi ficant
activity of the Crcle after its inception in 1982. | am
very pleased to note the presence of a nunber of prom nent
and distinguished guests, as well as the encouraging turn
out today. Nevertheless, | believe there is still anple
room for nore to join the Crcle and | would like to take
this opportunity to urge as nany ladies as possible to join
It.

4. I understand that the Circle offers w de scope for
cooperative activities which covers cultural and social
exchanges. The Circle, 1 am also told, is planning to

undertake certain efforts ained at the advancenent of wonen
in the ASEAN region. Through such activities, | believe



menbers of Circle will have the opportunity to make their
own positive contribution to conplenent and suppl enent ot her
efforts undertaken in the pursuit of the ASEAN cause.

5. I need hardly enphasise the inportance of wonen's
contribution to the national, international and regional
causes. In Malaysia, for exanple, wonen of all comrunities

have contributed substantially and in a positive manner
towards the achievenent of the country's independence, and
also in the cause of nation building. Active wonen's
participation in politics, in the governnent service and in
the social, welfare and cultural activities in Mlaysia
reflects their inportant contribution to the nation.
Simlar contribution by wonen in other countries within and
wi thout the ASEAN region is, of course, well known.

6. At the international |evel, the proclamation of the
Decade For Wnen by the United Nations from 1976, «calling
for an increase in wonen's participation of all levels, is
the nost inportant acknow edgenent of the inportance of
wonen's contribution to society. Li kewi se, ASEAN too
acknow edges the inportance of wonen's participation in the
attai nment of our regional objectives. This is evident from
the existence of the ASEAN Wnen's Progranme (AWP) which has
a history dating back to before 1977. The participation of
wonmen in the AWP and in the ASEAN Ladies Grcle in K L., and
also in the other ASEAN capitals, should provide greater
interaction anong the wonen of the region.

7. In short, the direct and positive participation of
wonmen in various activities puts us in a unique position to
make our own contribution to our famly, to our society, to
our nation, to the region and to the world. But it is also
a neasure of their success that they do not sacrifice their
femninity to material progress.



8. I am convinced that such a role for the wonen of the
region, which the ASEAN Ladies Circle hopes to contribute
would lead to the inprovenent of the social and wel fare of
wonen in terns of their health, education and economc
standing, as well as the well-being of the famly and
society and generally to contribute to ASEAN unity and
cooperati on.

9. To achieve this goal, the Circle should work closely
with those institutions and organisations in the country,
which are directly involved in wonen activities. Al so

contacts wth wonen organisations in other ASEAN countries
woul d certainly be beneficial.

10. The ASEAN Ladies Circle, Kuala Lunpur is certainly
placed in an ideal position to play an inportant role
towards the pronotion of relations anong wonen in the ASEAN
region considering their position.

11. | recognise that the question of funds, of course, is
always an inportant consideration for any organisation and
the ASEAN Ladies Crcle is no exception. | think all of us

can appreciate the necessity of holding such a gathering as
today's as one good way of raising funds. The support given
to this gathering, in particular, and the ASEAN Ladies
Crcle's activities, in general, is therefore not m spl aced,
consi deri ng the Grcle's posi tion, its rol es and
aspirations.

12. As | understand it, proceeds collected from this
gathering wll -be donated to charity. This further makes
the support given to the gathering even nore commendabl e and
worthy of appreciation.

13. May | once agin congratulate the ASEAN Ladies Circle,
Kuala Lunpur, for their effort and thoughtfulness and



express ny appréciation to all who have given their support
to this worthy cause.
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